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MAKE-A-WISH EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA CELEBRATES 
WORLD WISH MONTH

 

RALEIGH, NC (April 7, 2026) – RALEIGH, NC (April 7, 2026) – Make-A-Wish Eastern North Carolina has officially launched its 
month-long World Wish Month celebraঞon, honoring the anniversary of the very first wish. In 
1980, a young boy named Chris Grecious had his wish to be a police officer granted in Phoenix, 
Arizona, sparking a global movement that conঞnues to transform lives today. This year’s 
celebraঞon carries even greater significance for Make-A-Wish Eastern North Carolina as the 
chapter marks 40 years of granঞng life-changing wishes for children from the Triangle to the 
coast.

Throughout April, the organizaঞon is inviঞng individuals across eastern North Carolina to Throughout April, the organizaঞon is inviঞng individuals across eastern North Carolina to 
become Wishmakers. A Wishmaker is anyone who takes acঞon to help bring a child’s wish to life, 
in whatever way is most meaningful to them. That could mean donaঞng, referring a child, 
volunteering, or hosঞng or a�ending a fundraiser. Every acঞon plays a role in creaঞng hope and joy 
when it is needed most.

“Right now, more than 300 children across eastern North Carolina—from the Triangle to the “Right now, more than 300 children across eastern North Carolina—from the Triangle to the 
coast—are waiঞng for their wishes to be granted,” said Mary Elizabeth Benne�, CEO of 
Make-A-Wish Eastern North Carolina. “We have both the opportunity and the responsibility to 
show up for these children ba�ling criঞcal illnesses. World Wish Month shines a light on what’s 
possible when our community comes together. Every acঞon, big or small, helps bring hope, 
strength, and life-changing moments to children and families who need it most.”

Nearly 300 children across eastern North Carolina are currently waiঞng for their wishes to be Nearly 300 children across eastern North Carolina are currently waiঞng for their wishes to be 
granted. Each wish requires the support of an average of 50 Wishmakers, and every single person 
has the power to help transform a child’s life. 

ABOUT MAKE-A-WISH EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA
For 40 years, Make-A-Wish Eastern North Carolina has been granঞng life-changing wishes for For 40 years, Make-A-Wish Eastern North Carolina has been granঞng life-changing wishes for 
children aged 2.5–18 ba�ling criঞcal illnesses. From the Triangle to the coast, we’ve brought hope, 
joy, and lasঞng memories to over 4,900 children and their families. As a 100% local chapter, all 
funds are raised right here in Eastern North Carolina through events, corporate partnerships, and 
generous individual donors. Part of a naঞonwide network of 58 chapters that have granted more 
than 340,000 wishes, we are proud to conঞnue giving every eligible child in our 49-county 
community the chance to experience the transformaঞve power of a wish. Learn more at 
h�ps://wish.org/eastnc. 
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