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I wish to have
a masquerade
quinceariera

Sara

Read about
Sarah's wish
on page 2.
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ometimes, wishes are all about timing. This is especially
true for Sarah, a 15-year-old diagnosed with leukemia.

After years of treatment, Sarah knew that she wanted to

celebrate her remission status by incorporating the wish
with her Quinceanera. This traditional Latin American celebration of
a 15-year-old girl’s transition to adulthood often includes dancing,
gift-giving and other culture-specific traditions. This special occasion
gave Sarah the opportunity to truly be the “belle of the ball”.

This was long-time volunteer Christie's first time helping with a
Quinceafera. "l loved being a part of something different and new
to me," she said. Christie was moved by the intentionality of the
traditions and the consistent themes of love, family and community
throughout the day.

On the day of her wish, Sarah emerged in a stunning red ballgown
with silver appliques. She greeted her guests and participated in the
special events of the night with elegance and calm confidence. The
celebration included a sweet dance between Sarah and her father
and the changing of the shoes, a tradition where the Quinceanera
("15-year-old") is presented with her first pair of heels by her family.

Christie’s favorite part of the wish was the presentation of Sarah and
her court. Many Quinceaferas choose some of their closest friends
and family to serve as “damas” (maids of honor) and “chambelanes”
(chamberlains) to help throughout the day. The damas wore silver
dresses and the chambelanes wore black and red tuxedos that
complemented Sarah’s ballgown perfectly. The group looked
spectacular as they accompanied Sarah into the ballroom and began
the celebration of a new year of life.

With cancer treatment firmly in the rearview mirror, Sarah was able
to celebrate remission with her loved ones through a Quinceaiiera
beyond her wildest dreams. We were honored to be included in this
celebration of such an important moment in Sarah’s life, and look
forward to seeing Sarah reach many more milestones in the future.
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It all started witha
piggyback ride... =~
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On May 5, 1983, Make-A-Wish® Greater Pennsylvania and West Virginia began revealing the power of a wish with
seven-year-old Bryan, who was diagnosed with cancer. As our chapter’s first wish kid, Bryan longed to visit his favorite
uncle in Texas for one of their traditional piggyback rides. Bryan saw his uncle as a father figure, and was devastated
when his uncle moved to Midland, Texas. Back in McKeesport, Pa., Bryan missed him more than anything.

With the help of caring people all over Pittsburgh who understood the importance of a child’s wish, Make-A-Wish® raised the
funds and made the arrangements for a trip that began two days before Bryan’s seventh birthday. Bryan became the darling

of the community, receiving gifts like a birthday pizza party, a mound of presents piled on his uncle’s front porch, a key to the
city and more.

"Bryan captured the hearts of the citizens of Midland...,"
Bryan’s Aunt Mary said. “He made everyone who got to
know him realize how precious every moment can be
when we are with the ones we love."

Thus began our chapter’s story of changing lives in our communities.
To date, Make-A-Wish Greater Pennsylvania and West Virginia has
granted more than 20,500 wishes.

We firmly believe that wishes have a life-changing impact on wish
kids and their families. According to a 2020 survey commissioned
by Make-A-Wish® America, 98% of health professionals said they
believe the wish experience can influence wish kids’ physical health.
Wishes have the power to transform lives by creating an opportunity
for hope and the ability to experience life beyond illness.

GIVE $40 FOR G
K40 YEARS

You can spark joy for even more wish kids when you donate $40 or more, in honor of our chapter's 40th
Anniversary. Create hope for kids facing critical illnesses and help grant wishes well beyond 40 years.
To make your gift, visit: wish.org/greaterpawv/40yearsofwishes




Wishes Come True
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I wish to go to the
National Aquarium
in Baltimore

Brandon, 17 =
nervous system
disorder
Bethlehem, PA

randon's

Seventeen-year-old Brandon of Bethlehem,
Pa., loves nothing more than animals,
especiallyuniquefishand aquaticcreatures.
During his appointments, Brandon would
often watch the fish in the tanks at the
treatment facility. Seeing the fish swim
around always brought a big smile to his
face even on some of the roughest days. A
visit the National Aquarium and Maryland
Zoo in Baltimore, Md., would be the perfect
wish for Brandon.

During his wish, Brandon was able to see a
variety of sharks, jellyfish, sea anemones,
crabs, terrapins, sting rays and other ocean-
life in all their glory. Brandon was so excited
to see the sea creatures that inspired so
much hope during treatment, and now
carries that hope into each new day.



THANK YOU

FOR MAKING THESE WISHES COME TRUE!

DONORS

Coldwell Banker

Danielle Mitchell Memorial Poker Run

Franklin County Truck Convoy

New Minersville Firehouse Bikers
Softball Team

Phillips Family Foundation

Sheetz For the Kidz
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Melanie Schilling
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Ken Sinagra

Art Sullenbarger
Brenda Sullenbarger
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Donors Make it Happen
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AMAZING!
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7 Donald J. VBennett
Memorial Run

The Green's Make-A-Wish®
Holiday Party

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
the Preferred Realty

Make-A-Wish® s

A e

Fairview Girls Basketball
Fundraiser




Conor Améndola
Birthday Fundraiser

Cheers for Wishes
Cheers for Wishes Committee

Coldwell Banker- North Huntington
Celebrity Bartender Event

Tracy Elementary School




Our Upcoming Events

* 2023 WVU Medicine Children’s
Make &-Wish. Walk For Wishes®

WAL K Presented by Subaru of Morgantown

FOR WISHES. April 23, 2023
WVU Student Recreation Center | Morgantown, WV

Walk For Wishes® is a nationwide Make-A-Wish® fundraiser that celebrates
more than 360,000 wishes that have already been granted, while raising
T funds for future wishes. It's a family-friendly event powered by wish families,
. volunteers, companies, donors and friends.
WVU

Children’s This year marks Make-A-Wish® Greater Pennsylvania and West Virginia's 40th

anniversary. Walk with us to celebrate 40 years of life-changing wishes for
children with critical illnesses. To register for this year's walk, visit:
S U B A R U wish.org/greaterpawv/walkforwishes
MORGANTOWN
Waffles & Wishes

Brought to you by our Signature Sponsors

The Plastek Group | UPMC Health Plan " w affl es&
April 28, 2023 ¥, Wi S he S

Ambassador Center| Erie, PA

Join the Breakfast Club and support wishes!
Make-A-Wish® Greater Pennsylvania and West Virginia will once THE
again be hosting its annual breakfast event in support of wishes. PLASTEK
This year's event is brought to you by our Signature Sponsor, GROUP
The Plastek Group and UPMC Health Plan. And will be streamed
live by our Media Sponsor, WQLN.

Waffles & Wishes begins with breakfast for all patrons and is UPMC HE AITH PLAN

followed by uplifting stories from our local kids, their families and
volunteers within the community. These stories offer an inside

look of the life-changing impact of a wish-come-true. The live Wﬁl N
stream will be on our Facebook page and the WQLN website. N
To RSVP or to become an event sponsor, contact Courtney @ PBS

Nientimp at 814.868.9474 or cnientimp@greaterpawv.wish.org.

10,
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Join us on May 18, 2023,
ﬁ WINE TASTING EVENT from 6-8 p.m., at Revel + Roost
Presented by @ U. S. Stgel e _ in Downtown Pittsburgh, PA.

5

We invite you to raise a glass and give cheers to 40 years, by joining
us at Grapevine, the signature wine tasting event of Make-A-Wish®
Greater Pennsylvania and West Virginia. Since 1983, amazing
individuals like YOU, have helped spark joy and create hope for
children battling critical illnesses.

Attendees will sample an assortment of wines thoughtfully paired
with heavy hors d'oeuvres and enjoy the event's highly anticipated
silent auction and the ever-popular Mystery Wine Sale.

SAVE $10 NOW UNTIL APRIL 14

e $90 -Early Bird registration - on or before April 14,2023
e $100 - Registration - After April 14,2023, and at the door

e $55- Designated Driver Early Bird registration -
on or before April 14,2023

e $65 - Designated Driver Event Registration -
After April 14,2023, and at the door

All guests must be 21 years of age or older to attend.

Register online at grapevine.givesmart.com

For sponsorship and auction donation opportunities or event
details, please contact Shenell Pooran, Development Coordinator
at 800.676.9474 or spooran@greaterpawv.wish.org.

Check out our Silent Auction

Don't miss your opportunity to bid on a pair of tickets to the sold

out Taylor Swift's 'The Eras Tour' on Saturday, June 17,2023, or

your chance to golf at Oakmont Country Club with Make-A-Wish

Board Member Jeff Troutman. @

Photos by: Amber Ella Photography



Thanks to Our Donors

The next newsletter will be sent in Fall 2023 but the donor list on
our website - wish.org/greaterpawv - is always up-to-date. In the
meantime, don’t forget to send us your email address for news and
events. We will keep your address private.

The following lists cash and in-kind donations, totaling $4,400 and
above for the months of September through December 2022. Tribute
honorees totaling $500 or more are also listed. We extend our deepest
appreciation to all of you. Should you discover an error or omission,
please call us at 412.471.9474. Please note, that the average cost of
a wish is now $5,000 and will no longer reflect donations starting at
$4,400. This update will begin in the Fall 2023 issue.

Whenever you donate online, please be sure to go through
wish.org/greaterpawv. If you do, we will receive 100% of your
donation - less a nominal administration fee. If you go directly to our
national organization’s website, we will only receive 80%.

$100,000 or more

Helping Hands Foundation, Inc.
Luttner Financial Group, LLC
Estate of James R. Luzeiki
PNC Investments
Scaife Family Foundation
Sheetz For the Kidz
WDSN-FM Sunny 106.5

and its listeners, Dubois

$75,000 to $99,999
Estate of Patrick S. Brinker
Pittsburgh Investment Professionals
WPXZ-FM 104.1 and Kool 103.3
and its listeners, Punxsutawney

$50,000 to $74,999

Franklin County Truck Convoy
The McKamish Family Foundation
Penn-Trafford School District
Plum Borough School District
Estate of Richard R. Sweitzer

$25,000 to $49,999

98.9 WQK-FM The River
and its listeners, St. Marys

All-Clad Metalcrafters

Frank L. Burke IV Memorial Fund of
the Scranton Area Foundation

Cheers for Wishes

Christianpalooza

Coldwell Banker Realty

Erie Insurance Group

ErieTec, Inc.

Make-A-Wish Board of Directors

Glenn and Ruth Mengle Foundation

Peter Millar, LLC

Moyer's Grove Campground and
Country RV

Pickin' for Wishes

Patrons of Texas Roadhouse

®

The Rutter's Companies

LeAnn Starner Annual Make-A-Wish
Fundraiser

Weakland Wreckers, LLC

WRTS Star 104 FM
and its listeners, Erie

$10,000 to $24,999

Acme Machine & Welding Company
and Employees
Allied Resources Group, LLC
Donald J. Bennett Run 4 A Wish
David R. Berk, Esq.
Bill's Produce & Market
N. David Campbell
Conewago Enterprises, Inc.
Dollar Bank Foundation
DuBois Area Sr. High School
Duguesne University/Alpha Sigma
Tau Miss Duquesne Pageant
The Encova Foundation of
West Virginia
Josette and Albert L. Evans, Jr.
Give Kids the World
Honkus-Zollinger Foundation
Hopkins Family Foundation
John R. Hornbrook, Jr., Perpetual
Charitable Trust
Juniata Elementary School
Richard Kasdan, MD
Komax Business Systems
Gail Kovler Family Fund
Earl Luttner
Matthew Marino
David McKamish
Hazel Ruby McQuain
Charitable Trust
Nisource Charitable Foundation
Oklahoma Elementary School
Olympic Athletic Club
PA State Police Gettysburg
Association
Carol Paytas
Phillips Family Foundation
Employees of Pitt Ohio
PNC Bank Treasury Management

Shelburne Charitable Foundation
South Hills Lincoln, Inc.
Associates of Standard Bank
Steel City Harley Davidson
Sunrise Estates Elementary School
Edward Stike
Tournament of Dreamz

Softball Tournament
Wincore Windows & Doors
Terry Younkins

$5,000 to $9,999
9th Ward Republican Social Club
Ron Accomando
Sandra and Charles Adams
Alliance Realty
Conor Amendola
Ernestine Anania
Melissa M. Anderson, CPA
John Niedzinsky American Legion
Home Association Post 624
Curtis Bates
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Susan Mosites Bicket
Boo & Brew Bash
Brockway Area Jr-Sr. High School
Brockway Area School District
Jeffrey and Tracy Brown
Foundation
Caddick Utilities, LLC
Sean Campbell, MD
Cans for Wishes
Centimark Corporation Employees
Michael Ciccarone
Employees of Clarion Sintered
Metals, Inc.
James and Melanie Crockard
Foundation
County Friends of Dream Makers
Danny Darr Memorial
Softball Tournament
B. Robert Demento
DSF Wealth Management
Group, LLC
Eastern Medical Gas Services
EEG, Inc.
Erie County Technical School
Albert Evans
Farner's Racing Collectables
Herman Fenstermacher
Valerie and Ryan Franks
Fraternal Order of Eagles
Aerie #4454
Freedom Mortgage Corporation
Full Pull Productions, LLC
GKG Orthodontics
Greenville Elks Lodge #145
Guardian Life Insurance Company
of America
Haddad's, Inc.
Hamilton Family Foundation
Carl Hicks
Holiday Park Elementary School
Alan Horwitz
Independent Political & Social Club
J.C.Hill Tree Farms
Keck's Food Service Charity Classic
Barbara Ann Kelly
Mrs. G. F. Kleiner
Elizabeth Koch

Stacie and Dylan Lissette

Michelle and Damien Lynch

Lynn Magnotti

The Mark and Tom Memorial
Golf Outing

Chelsea McKita Memorial
Foundation

McNulty's Building Supply, Inc.

Duhn Mehta

MPP Innovations Falls Creek

Mr. Waterheater

Zan and Evelyn Myers Foundation

Diane Natali

Palermo Restaurant, Inc

Dr. & Mrs. Arthur William Phillips
Charitable Trust

PNC Foundation

Polish Citizens Club of DuBois

The Poole Family Charitable
Foundation

Premier Wealth Partners

Punxsy Pizza

Gregory Quandel

R &R Auto Group

Safelite AutoGlass Foundation

Salvitti Family Foundation

Sandy Hose Company No. 1

F. Dale Schoeneman

Shelly Grill

Sandra and James Simpson

G. Whitney Snyder Charitable
Foundation

Brock Stein

Steven Stramara

T&T Produce Corn Sale

Employees of Thermo-Twin
Industries, Inc.

Sean Philipp Thornton Memorial
Foundation

Physicians of Tri-State
Orthopaedics

Geneva Trout Trust

2022 Upper St. Clair Boys
Golf Team

Kathleen And David Ventresca

VISA

Walmart Foundation

Walston Club

Waste Connections Blue Ridge
Landfill

The Robert and Mary Weisbrod
Foundation

Werner Lady Lumber Softball

Westinghouse Specialty Metals
Plant Emergency Brigade

Wheels for Wishes

Williamsport Area High School
“Make Your Moment”

Wishes Do Come True Adult
Softball Tournament,
Kreutzer Family

Claudia Zavodnick

Zombeck Family Fundraisers

$4,400 to $4,999

Leslie and Sandy Aderson

Bruce Arnoldt Family

BAYADA Pediatrics, Erie

Charles Belliotti

Charles I. Blake Family Foundation



Amanda and Jeremy Bucalo

C.G. Johnson Elementary School

Central States Manufacturing, Inc.

James B. Chambers Memorial
Foundation

Chuck's Complete Auto Service

Clark Metal Products Co. Employees

Clearfield Area School District

Coleman Connelly

Leslie A. Colucci-Sparano Memorial
Foundation

Community Foundation of Western
PA and Eastern OH

Complete Chiropractic Health

DMI Companies

The Dunlap Family

Elk County Catholic Boys Varsity
Basketball Team

Exchange Club of Hanover

Fraternal Order of Eagles Brookville
Aerie #983

Edward Gaspredes

Margaret M. Good and
Thomas Von Lehman

Great Arrow Builders, LLC

Jonathan M. Houy Memorial Fund of
The Pittsburgh Foundation

Jenkins-Empire Associates

Craig Kaforey

Joseph Kaufman & Associates, Inc.

Richard Killigrew

The Kilpela Family

Larry Lechtner

Chuck Leyh and Enterprise Bank

Nadia Luttner

Luzerne Assembly of God Church

Make-A-Wish Staff

Allison and Matthew Manning

MBM Contracting, Inc.

Mericle Foundation

New Minersville Firehouse Bikers
Softball Team

Niagra Cutter and Employees

Paracca Interiors, Inc.

The Lewis A. and Donna M. Patterson
Charitable Foundation

Robert Peirce & Associates

The Plastek Group

Provance Truss, LLC

Rex Heat Treat

Robertshaw Charitable Foundation

Roland's Seafood Grill, RSG, Inc.

Rudiarius Motorcycle Club- Patriot
Sons Chapter

Randi Rumbaugh

John Simon

The James R. and Cheryl B. Snyder
Family Charitable Fund

Lin Steffanus

Thorn Hill Tap House

The Advisors of UBS Financial
Services, Inc.

Wasson Avenue Elementary School

The Weidmann Family

Lisa and Joel Winer

In Memoriam
Donald Bennett

Frank Burke IV

Lisa B. Chinsky

Mark Cinna

Rob Chubb

Christian Connelly
Danny Darr

Dennis C. DeMarino
Edward B. Dunlap
George Fatula

Renetta Fatula

Rachel Sapone Ferguson
Michael Garventa
Bertha and Louis Gaspredes
Bridget Hammar
Jimmy Hellman

Linda and Mike Hopkins
Laramee Grace Ickes
Marty Kaverman
Ronald Keck

Donald Kilpela, MD
Kevin “Kip” Komorek
David N. Lodovico
Jacob Richard Manalo
Chelsea McKita

Jakob Moffatt

Make A-Wish.

GREATER PENNSYLVANIA
AND WEST VIRGINIA

Edward Nientemp
Ellen K. Palmer
Joe Proschak
Tom Sajko
Michael Sapone
Brian J. Sheridan
Howard Snider
Gabe Sobina
Simone Stefanelli
Denise Steffanus
Jeffrey Stuckley
Laura and Anthony
Tassone
Sean Philipp Thornton
Mia Rayne Thomas
Dutch Treitz
Doug Walker
Kevin Wright

In Honor

The Abebe Family

Conor Amendola

The Benintend Family

Brian Scott Brinker

Centennial Financial
Group's clients’
birthdays

Customers of DSF
Wealth Management

Timothy M. Dunlap

Ruby Egolf

Colleagues and patients
of Good Orthodontics

Jaden Russell Henry

Gabrilee Ilves

Donna Kaufman

Kara and Pat Manion

Bruce Marshall

Liam Charles McCall

Robin Meloy Goldsby

Chinazo Meniru

The Moorthy Family

|sabel Prischak

Marsha Santella

Luke Stewart

Judith A. Stone

FREEWILLFE

* Celebrating 40 Years and 20,500 Wishes *

For 40 years, Make-A-Wish Greater Pennsylvania and West Virginia
has changed the lives of more than 20,500 wish kids and their families.
We could not have done this life-changing work without the support
of passionate donors like YOU and share an incredible way to join us in
celebrating this day by making a planned gift in honor of our

40th Anniversary — at no cost today.

To make your planned gift, visit: wish.org/greaterpawv/freewill40

A

Make A-Wish.

WISHES IN
FLiGHT

Did you know that travel
is the biggest wish
expense of Make-A-Wish®
Greater Pennsylvania and
West Virginia?

YOU can help give
wishes wings wher
you donate you
unused air miles

Visit
Nvish. -ﬁ(;}—m DAWV
-+ [1€ lﬂb

Proceeds from the sale of
your car, boat, motorcycle,
SUV, RV or truck donation

will help to bring joy
to children with
critical illnesses.

Call 855.675.9474
or visit
pittsburgh.wheelsforwishes.org



Make-A-Wish® Greater Pennsylvania and West Virginia

Nonprofit Org.
The Gulf Tower U.S. Postage
707 Grant Street, Suite 3700 PAID
Pittsburgh, PA 15219-1938 Pittsburgh, PA
412.471.9474 Permit No. 26

Address Service Requested

Headquarters Board of Directors o o

Make-A-Wish Chair Our Mission

The Gulf Tower Jeremy Z. Kronman Make-A-Wish® Greater Pennsylvania and West
707 Grant Street, Suite 3700 Virginia creates life-changing wishes for children
Pittsburgh, PA 15219-1938 Vice-Chair | with critical illnesses. We are proud to have served
412.471.9474 Tracey T. Staley more than 20,500 children in 57 Pennsylvania
412.471.9705 fax

Regional Offices
Charleston, WV
304.342.9474
304.345.6568 (fax)

Erie, PA
814.868.9474
814.866.0490 (fax)

Morgantown, WV
304.292.5600
304.292.5697 (fax)

Pottsville, PA
570.622.6962
570.622.3644 (fax)

Punxsutawney, PA
814.938.8888
814.938.3431 (fax)

Scranton, PA
570.341.9474
570.341.9448 (fax)

York, PA
717.757.9474

717.840.0222 (fax)

Connect with Us
wish.org/greaterpawv

Secretary counties and West Virginia in our 40-year history.

David R. Berk, Esq.

Treasurer
Leon A. Hoffman

Members

Melissa M. Anderson, CPA
Linda Bakhshian

Susan Mosites Bicket

Soan Camaban D HIGHMARK WALK FOR
e Faian A A HEALTHY COMMUNITY

Jessica Fedan, CFA
Donald Jacobson

Douglas R. Matth A

Gt?euggSaI:roccoa . Slgn Up to Walk fOr

J Marie Tersak, MD °
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Jeff Troutman

President and CEO Pittsburgh:

Judith Stone Saturday, May 13, 2023
7:30 a.m.

Emeritus Board

J::iegrel Aulsanc;j‘.rBloch Stage AE

Anthony L. Bucci

Mark F. McKenna, Esq. Erie:

Saturday, June 3, 2023

7:30 a.m.

Beach 11 at Presque Isle State Park

X email@greaterpawv.wish.org

Register at:

£ m Y & www.walkforahealthycommunity.org




