
Ever since he first saw a big houseboat with a blue slide, 
Ben dreamed of sailing on one just like it. His vision for 
his wish was to spend time with family in the water, fish 
with dad, play board games, eat lots of macaroni and 
cheese and most importantly relax in the hot tub! While 
sailing through the major lakes of Voyageurs National 
Park this August he accomplished it all! 

After facing Ben’s diagnosis and intense treatment, Ben’s 
wish was not only a necessary part of the 
recovery journey for himself, but for the entire family. 

“The houseboat was a beautiful way for Ben
to receive tangible praise for the suffering he had to 
endure. It acknowledges all the late night vomiting, 
regular hospital visits, his hair falling 
out, feeling too sick to play 
like a regular kid and all the 
gross medicine he had to 
swallow. This wish 
acknowledged that the 
trauma is over with 
and that our family 
can celebrate the 
hard work that went 
into succeeding 
during the hardest
of times,” said 
Karen. 
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This wish 
acknowledged that 
the trauma is over 

with and our family 
can celebrate.

-Karen, Ben’s Mother

“ 

I wish to go on a houseboat 
with a hot tub
 
Ben, 4
cancer 
Eden Prairie

Ben’s Wish Celebrates Recovery 
After welcoming their third child, Karen and Brett were 
thrilled! The family of five were adjusting smoothly, 
until at age two and a half, Ben fell ill. Randomly, he would 
vomit and spike high fevers for a week and then repeat 
the cycle. Soon his parents noticed his stomach 
protruding on one side of his body. Concerned, they 
sought medical guidance. After seeing a pediatrician, a 
large mass was discovered in Ben’s stomach and he was 
diagnosed with cancer. 

Ben’s tumor was so large it pressed on his internal organs 
and caused high blood pressure. After getting his blood 
pressure under control, doctors were able to operate and 
remove the tumor and one kidney. Ben went on to receive 
five long months of weekly chemotherapy to ensure the 
tumor did not return. Karen recalled, “Ben went through 
a lot with the surgery and chemo treatments, feeling sick 
and fearful of going to the next visit. It was also 
emotionally draining, even terrifying at times, for our 
family to watch him go through the process.” 

Once referred to Make-A-Wish Minnesota by his medical 
team, Karen expressed, “It was amazing to see Ben’s 
excitement when he found out he would receive a wish! 
As Ben’s eyelashes and hair started to grow back the 
pieces of his heart started to mend with the excitement 
of knowing a wish would be granted. Ben spent an entire 
year looking forward to his wish.”
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On behalf of the Make-A-Wish® Minnesota Board, staff, volunteers, 
children and families we serve, we are pleased to welcome Paul Krueger 
to the Make-A-Wish Team as our Chief Executive Officer. 

Paul comes with over 20 years of higher education and nonprofit 
experience including over 10 years of impactful Make-A-Wish work as 
CEO of the South Dakota & Montana chapter. Paul also previously served 
as Director, Chapter Relationship Leader at Make-A-Wish America, 
where he partnered with 13 chapters across the country providing 
leadership advice on strategic planning, governance and fundraising. He 
most recently served as the Chief Executive Officer of the South Dakota 
Mines Center for Alumni Relations and Advancement and under his 
leadership had two years of record-breaking fundraising. In addition, Paul 
is a Lions Club member and wish granter, as well as a father of three. 

Paul Krueger
President & CEO

Ways to Help Grant Local Wishes

Visit our website to learn more about how you can help bring joy to local wish kids: mn.wish.org/help 

VOLUNTEER
Volunteers are the heart of every 

wish experience. Join in a 
caring community of people who 

transform lives by making 
wishes come true.

FUNDRAISE
Whether it’s through school 
events, lemonade stands or  

birthday parties, you can 
fundraise to bring wishes to life 

in your community.

CORPORATE 
ENGAGEMENT

Help grant wishes in your community 
through consumer-facing campaigns, 
cause-marketing programs, generous 
financial contributions and mission 

critical in-kind support. 

Volunteer Spotlight

Two incredible wish granters have achieved major wish milestones, please join us in 
celebrating their accomplishments!

Diane Guinn has helped to grant 60 wishes!       Karen Van Slyke has helped to grant 50 wishes! 

“I am excited to join the Make-A-Wish Minnesota family and am looking forward to working with our team, 
board members, volunteers, loyal supporters and our wish kids and their families,” Krueger said. “Together we 
will continue to grant quality wishes across Minnesota with the ultimate goal of making every eligible child’s 
wish come true. There is so much opportunity to engage even more people across the state and I look forward 
to helping elevate the importance of Make-A-Wish and our mission.” 

Make-A-Wish Minnesota
Welcomes New CEO

In-Kind Connections Needed



Ways to Help Grant Local Wishes

Wish Updates

We need your help to grant more life-changing wishes. Current needs include 
connections to general carpentry and construction services as well as tools to 
be used for vehicle repairs and woodworking. Email Program Manager, Rachel 
Kvanbeck, at rkvanbeck@mn.wish.org with any leads.  

Partnership 
Highlights
Join us in thanking local 
businesses for their support.

Back Channel 
Brewing: 
Channeling Wishes
Back Channel 
Brewing, located in 
Spring Park on Lake 
Minnetonka, hosted the 
first annual Channeling Wishes event in 
support of Make-A-Wish this past July. The 
event featured fun prizes, games, multiple 
food trucks and signature drinks. A portion 
of all sales were donated to Make-A-Wish 
Minnesota. This first of its kind event raised 
over $20,000 to support local wishes!
Photo by Jason Ehrreich

Sun Country Airlines:
Airplane Pull
Our dedicated travel 
partner, Sun Country 
Airlines hosted their 
annual airplane pull 
event this September. 
20 teams from Sun Country 
and other local organizations gathered to pull 
a 100,000+ pound aircraft across the 
tarmac, all while raising funds to grant wishes! 
Thanks to team fundraisers and Sun Country’s 
support over $85,000 was raised to help grant 
Minnesota wishes. 

Types of wishes granted this year:

1 TO GIVE

143 TO GO 71 TO HAVE

2 TO BE14 TO MEET

Last year
we granted

 wishes 
231Wishes that

were granted in  

counties across 
the state

56

In-Kind Connections Needed

The Gardner School: 
Send-Off Party

The Gardner School, 
with locations around 

the Twin Cities, 
donated to Make-A-Wish 

Minnesota and Gracie’s wish 
to go to the Walt Disney World Resort to  
meet the princesses! The students, their 

families and the staff at TGS were introduced 
to Gracie and her journey with Make-A-Wish. 
As Gracie eagerly awaited her wish, the team 

at TGS Edina surprised her with an amazing 
send-off party including gifts, storytelling and 

appearances from her favorite characters!

We are proud to grant wishes in every corner of 
Minnesota! 
Our goal is to reach 245 children this year, but the number of critically 
ill children needing the power of a wish is growing in Minnesota. With 
more than 300 kids already waiting for their wish and additional children 
in your community who haven’t yet been reached, we need your support 
more than ever to reach every eligible child.  



1919 University Ave. W. 

Suite 415

St. Paul, MN 55104

SATURDAY, APRIL 27,  2024
Join us for our annual black tie fundraising gala for an evening 
filled with extraordinary entertainment and heartwarming 
stories to support Minnesota wish kids. Learn more at 
mn.wish.org/wishball.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16,  2023
Join thousands of Minnesotans on this annual day of giving. 
Your generous support on this day can help us unlock 
matching grants and cash prizes from GiveMN, increasing the 
impact of your gifts. Give at givemn.org/wishmn.

Support Minnesota Wishes at Upcoming Events

Make-A-Wish® Minnesota
1919 University Ave. W.
Suite 415
St. Paul, MN 55104

Connect @makeawishmn

mn.wish.org
612.767.WISH
info@mn.wish.org

More than 75 million miles are needed to grant travel wishes annually. Help a 
child’s wish take flight by donating your unused airline miles during our miles 
drive. To donate today visit bit.ly/milesdrive or scan the QR code.


