
THE OFFICIAL NE WSLE T TE R OF
MAKE-A-WISH ® WISCONSIN
2 023 ISSUE 2

I wish to go to Hawaii

Wish Night®

Granting 130+ wishes  
in just one night!

Donate your Airline Miles



Since 2004, Wishful Thinking has showcased 
the hope, strength and joy found in every 
wish story. From the medical professionals 
who refer a child, to the trained volunteers 
from across Wisconsin who aid us, to the 
donors whose gifts fuel our mission, it takes 
an entire community to make a wish come 
true for a child with a critical illness.
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Golf Outings
Bring your friends, co-workers or clients and 
enjoy a day of great golf at any of these events. 

Donor Spotlight
Since 2011 Deena Hatch Foundation donated 
more than $250,000 to help wish kids who are 
battling critical illnesses.

Cover Story
A girl's wish to go to Hawaii to meet dolphins 
brings newfound hope, strength and joy. 

Medical Spotlight
An interview with the Child Life Team at HSHS 
St. Vincent Children’s Hospital.
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Our community did something incredible this World 
Wish Day® – you restored hope for kids when they 
needed it most. From supporting local events, sharing 
powerful stories of wish alumni, and donating to help 
grant the wishes of children with critical illnesses – you 
were proof that where there’s a wish, there’s a way.

A critical diagnosis for a child is traumatic. That’s what makes wishes so 
important: A wish has the power to help kids like Noelle (see page 10) 
overcome the hopelessness, depression and loneliness that often come 
with a critical illness. In fact, 9 out of 10 wish parents say that they saw 
their child’s emotional well-being improve after their wish.

But bringing even just one of these wishes to life takes so many 
resources. You can help us reach another child like Noelle in need of 
a wish by stepping up today. Donate funds, auction items or in-kind 
services; host or attend a fundraising event; or give unused airline miles 
at wish.org/wisconsin/miles. Even playing 18 holes of golf (see page 4) 
will make a world of a difference to a Wisconsin child and family in need!

As you read about the wide range of medical professionals, business 
leaders, volunteers, event participants, donors and others supporting 
our mission, we hope that you might see a way YOUR special skills can 
fit into the Make-A-Wish family. Together, we can give the gift of hope, 
strength and joy to those who need it most. Thank you!

Warmest Wishes,

Craig Faust  Patti Gorsky
Board Chair  President & CEO    



This spring, make an impact for wish kids while you 
save! If you are 70½ or older and have a traditional 
IRA, you can use this secure online tool from FreeWill 
to donate to Make-A-Wish Wisconsin and support 
our mission – without dipping into your cash reserve. 
In many cases, IRA giving is 100% tax-free, making it 
one of the smartest ways to make an impact. 

Learn more and make your IRA gift today! Simply scan on the QR code.

SAVE WHILE 
MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE 

IN HONOR  
AND MEMORY 
Our sincere thanks to everyone who gave gifts between January 1 and 
March 31, 2023 in honor or memory of the people and businesses listed 
below. We have made every effort to acknowledge these gifts correctly and 
completely. Please contact us and accept our apologies should any error or 
omission be discovered.

IN HONOR OF
Lisbeth Bass
Linda Benfield's  
 Birthday
Roy Binder
Clarice Brey
Jill Ellefson 
Susie Gidan's 70th  
 Birthday
Jami Keberlein
Elliot Lightbourn
Isaac and Ida Lipton
Marriage of Micki  
 and Abe
Jordan Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Scott  
 Newbern's  
 Anniversary
Dorothy Nordling
Lydia Polak
Rory Rhae's 8th  
 Birthday
Donny Scurek
Alexander Schultz

Maya Schuerman's  
 Birthday
Judy Schwerm
Brittany Seefeld
Xander Sell
Barbara Stiever's  
 Special Birthday
Teage VanAsten
Robb and Sue  
 Vanderloop

IN MEMORY OF
Bess Alberg
Jolene Anderson
William Appel
Karen Balestreri
Judy Baron
Millie Benfield
Bernard Binder
Gerald Binsfield
Susan Minahan  
 Blake
Mort Blustein
James Braun

Bob Dennik
Albert and Minnie  
 Eckstein
Ashley Evenson
Mark Ewe
Scott Fletcher
Tessa Gilley
Brett Golsteyn
Hannah Goman
Ellie Gore
Mimi Habush
Eli Hansen
Nicole Hirsch
Mark L. Huber
Joan Hudziak
Janet Jendusa
Wayne Jossart
Katherine Kapellen
Mrs. Leona Karls
Sara Knezic
Les Kocour
Elizabeth Krone
Jerome Lepak
Ron Lepkowski

Linda Leshin
David Mews
Judy Mulcahy
Velma Olsen
Cindy Peterson
Leo Pintens
Catherine  
 Schroeder
Sharon Smith
Zachary Sprader
Kaden Stark
Dr. Santiago Sy
Logan Andrew  
 Templeman
Edward Tritz
Shawn Van Wyk
Jay Wales
Patricia Weber
Delores Weddel
LuAnn Welsch
Dr. Jim Wenders
Anthony B. Werra
June Zitzler

Make a gift in Honor or Memory today at wish.org/wisconsin/donate

WORLD 
WISH DAY®

Make-A-Wish started with 
a single wish on April 29, 
1980, when 7-year-old Chris 
Greicius had his wish granted 
to become a police officer. 
Chris’ wish ignited a spark and 
a global movement that led to 
the creation of Make-A-Wish 
Wisconsin in 1984. 
Today, nearly 8,000 wishes 
later, Make-A-Wish Wisconsin 
remains committed to creating 
transformational wishes that 
can create hope and renew 
energy for wish kids, their 
families and everyone involved. 
In honor of the wish that started 
it all, Make-A-Wish chapters and 
affiliates worldwide invited their 
communities to come together 
to help grant wishes throughout 
April, culminating in World Wish 
Day on April 29. 
In honor of World Wish Day, 
on April 27, Make-A-Wish 
Wisconsin held its annual 
Celebration of Stars where 
we unveiled the 2022 class of 
wish kid names on our Wish 
Kid Honor Wall and the newest 
donors to our Super Stars 
Donor Wall and Legacy Wall. 
It was an evening filled with 
inspiration, hope and a lot of 
fun as wish families, volunteers, 
medical professionals and 
donors gathered together at the 
Chapter Office in Wauwatosa. 
To see photos of the event, 
please visit flickr.com/
makeawishwisconsin.
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Now through June 10th, 
every time you shop 
at a StoneRidge Piggly 
Wiggly location, you 
can help make wishes 
come true! Simply 
Round-Up for Wishes. 
Locations available in 
De Pere, Kaukauna, 
Little Chute, Wautoma 
and Winneconne.

Timber Rattlers Star Wars Night is back, on June 3rd, at  
Fox Cities Stadium, highlighting Make-A-Wish Wisconsin! 
Characters from the movie will join attendees for some 
extra thrill as the Timber Rattlers take on the Peoria Chiefs!
As well, the Realtors of Northeast Wisconsin are back 
in full force to help raise funds for local wish kids! They 
will be hosting a day at the Timber Rattlers Stadium 
filled with fun in the sun, raffles & more on June 22nd.
Purchase your tickets today at milb.com/wisconsin, 
in person at the Fox Cities Stadium box office, or by 
phone at (920) 733-4152.

WISH NIGHT® 2023
This year’s Wish Night, held March 9 at the Pfister Hotel in 
Milwaukee, gathered more than 500 guests for a night of 
powerful storytelling and fundraising. Wish brothers Ashton 
and Wyatt along with wish kid Mia and their families shared 
their inspiring stories. And the W.I.S.H. Award was presented 
to Jerry and Becky Jendusa and their family. 
This signature event, chaired by Warren and Ann Pierson, 
raised just over $1.1 million, resulting in more than 137 wishes. 
Thank you to all of our sponsors, committee, volunteers and 
everyone who participated. Mark your calendars now for next 
year’s Wish Night on April 11, 2024 when we will celebrate 
Make-A-Wish Wisconsin's 40th birthday!

Watch the videos featured at this year's event on YouTube:  
youtube.com/makeawishwisconsin. 
You can also view the photo gallery from the event on Flickr:  
flickr.com/makeawishwisconsin/albums.

There are numerous golf events 
happening across the state, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish Wisconsin 
this summer and fall. Register now as 
many of the outings will sell out early. 
Bring your friends, co-workers or 
clients and enjoy a day of great golf.

N E W B E RLI N 
Payton Alexander 
Memorial Golf Outing: 
New Berlin Hills 
Saturday, June 17

L A K E G E N E VA 
Golf for Wishes:  
Grand Geneva Resort 
& Spa 
Monday, September 18

For more information, including a complete listing of all golf events, 
please visit wish.org/wisconsin/golf. 

KO H LE R 
Sargento & Johnsonville  
Make-A-Wish Golf Event: 
Blackwolf Run 
Monday, August 14

WATE RTOWN  
Kraemer Wisconsin 
Cheese Golf Outing: 
Watertown Country Club 
Saturday, July 29

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  –  MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Now through June 3rd, help 
grant wishes for kids like 
Dyani while dining over a 
delicious meal at any Red 
Lobster restaurant, in honor 
of World Wish Day!
Receive a $10 off coupon 
when donating $5 or more 
to Make-A-Wish. (*Receive 
$10 off with a $40 minimum. 
Dine-in Only.)
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Sartori Cheese and Green Bay 
Packers Kicker Mason Crosby 
partnered once again this past 
football season. For every field  
goal scored during a regular home 
game, Sartori donated $1,000 to  
Make-A-Wish Wisconsin. For this 
past season’s Field Goals, Sartori 
Cheese presented a check for 
$25,000 to Make-A-Wish  
Wisconsin at Wish Night 2023 
 at the Pfister Hotel. 

FU N D R A I S E R WR A P - U PS  –  THA N K YOU!

The Mukwonago basketball community along with many others successfully 
raised $175,000 over the course of two weeks for Make-A-Wish Wisconsin. 
Special thanks to the coaches, the students and the Jendusa family.

Oshkosh Corporation’s internal 
group, Feed Forward, hosted an 
amazing day of bowling, 50/50 
raffle, auction & more. Bowling for 
Wishes was held at the 10th Frame 
in Appleton and raised $1,150 to 
help grant life-changing wishes!

Macco’s Floor Covering Center's three 
month long company-wide giving event 
raised $1,000 for local wish kids!

The Grand Chute Lions Club's annual 
Superbowl Pancake breakfast raised 
$3,225.36 for local wish kids.

Wishmakers on Campus at St. 
Norbert College in De Pere held 
their annual Rhythm & Wishes event 
and raised over $5,000 to help grant 
a local child’s greatest wish!

The Kimberly Baseball Organization 
hosted a Make-A-Wish brat fry at a 
local Festival Foods to help support 
their 10U team and raised over 
$1,000 for local wish kids.

The 15th annual Rock for Wishes 
raised $16,766 with a night of 
music, t-shirt sales, a 50/50 raffle, 
auction & more. Specials thanks to 
Brad Christenson and Tanner’s Bar 
& Grill for making life-affirming 
wishes come true!

Make-A-Wish Wisconsin was honored to have been selected by the Jersey 
Mike’s ownership groups in Wisconsin to be the beneficiary of their 2023 
March Month of Giving campaign. Jersey Mike’s staff encouraged guests to 
donate to Make-A-Wish for special incentives in return. 
The fundraising culminated on their annual Day of Giving where Jersey Mike’s 
donated 100% of all sales to Make-A-Wish Wisconsin. In total, they raised 
more than $368,000, helping grant the wishes of more than 50 wish kids.



THANK YOU, DONORS 
Our sincere thanks to the donors listed below and on the following page, who made contributions and in-kind donations 
to Make-A-Wish Wisconsin between January 1 and March 31, 2023. We have made every effort to acknowledge these 
gifts correctly and completely. Please contact us and accept our apologies should any error or omission be discovered.

G E NE R AL 
DONATI ONS
$50,000+ 
ABC Supply Co., Inc.
City Electric Supply
Estate of Eleanor Darm
Jerry and Becky Jendusa
Mukwonago for Wishes
Great Wolf Lodge
Richard Kessler 
Albert and Shirley Schmidt

$20,000 to $49,999.99 
Scott and Cindy Boho
Nanette Gardetto
Green Bay Packers
Bill and Sandy Haack
Gavin and Teresa  
 Hattersley
Johnsonville
Design Air
Ann & Warren Pierson 
Sargento Foods Inc.
Mason Crosby Field  
 Goal Kicks
Jay Schwister 

Candace Secretarski 
Surewood Forrest  
 Wishes for Kids
Harris Turer 
Valmet
Wishmakers on Campus  
 - UW Madison
Yellow Whistles for Greg

$10,000 to $19,999
CoVantage Credit Union
Judy Gardetto 
Larry and Kathy Gentine
Green Bay Packers  
 Foundation
Great Northern  
 Corporation -  
 Container Group
Paul P. Lipton Fund
Habush Habush &  
 Rottier S.C.
Rita & Jim Harasha
Holiday's Pub Guest  
 Bartender Event
The Hummel Family
Jeff Kohl 
Masters Gallery Foods, Inc

Chris McIntosh 
MLG Capital
Molson Coors
Peabody's Interiors
Jack & Sarah Salzwedel 
Snap-on Incorporated
Erik and Tammi Stahre 
James Stark 
We Energies Foundation
Tom and Mary Wisniewski

$5,000 to $9,999
Bobby & Lauren Adamov 
Advanced Tooling, Inc.
Associated Bank
Baker Family Foundation
Beth Blair 
Brodhead High School
Can't Depend on Snow
Carma Laboratories, Inc.
Carroll University  
 Chi Omega
Contract Transport  
 Services
Margie and Rainer Gedeit
Generac Power  
 Systems, Inc.

Lee Gentine 
Susanne Gidan 
Christa Graverson 
Patricia Groh 
John Hagenow 
Mary Hensgen 
William Hughes 
Hunzinger Construction
The Imhoff Family
Kohler Company 
Eugene Laflamme 
Jody Lowe 
Geoffrey Mackey 
Abigail & Ian Martin 
Marcus Hotels & Resorts
Greg Marso 
Duane McAllister 
Northwestern Mutual
Notre Dame Academy  
 Basketball
The Nuthouse Dart  
 Tournament 
ORBIS Corporation/ 
 Menasha Corporation
Michael Pregont 
Todd’s Painting

AmeriLux International
Nancy Ausloos 
Badger Mutual Insurance  
 Company
Stephen and Mary Baeten  
 Charitable Fund
Bank First National
Blue Frog Management
Bill Bantz 
Michael Bardizian 
Michael Beecher 
Tim Bergstrom 
David & Meghan Binder 
BMO Financial Group
Michael & Neila Bond
Bowling for Wishes
Steve Brandmeyer 
Dan Brandt 
Breakthru Beverage  
 Wisconsin
Matthew Brehmer 
Greg Bultman 
Sharlene Byrne 
C.D. Smith Construction
Cindy Carey  
Jo Ann Chalgren 

Greg & Denise Quinn 
Reinhart Boerner Van  
 Deuren S.C.
Terry and Jodi Riesterer
Rugged UTV Toppers
Heidi Schneider 
Jeff Schrom 
The Peter J. Seippel  
 Foundation, Inc.
Anthony Sikorski
Scott and Mary Ellen  
 Stanek
Tony Staniak 
Brian and Katie Trexell
United Way of Greater  
 Milwaukee and  
 Waukesha
Vandervest Harley- 
 Davidson of Green Bay
Deborah White  

$1,000 to $4,999
Abbott Laboratories
AT&T Employee Giving  
 Campaign
American Metal Roofs of  
 Northern WI

wish.org/wisconsin66

Donor Spotlight

DEENA HATCH 
FOUNDATION
The Deena Hatch 
Foundation, located in 
Necedah, Wisconsin was 
created by the Hatch family 
in honor and memory of 
their daughter, Deena, 
who died tragically at the 
age of 13 as a result of an 
automobile accident near her 
home. The Foundation funds 
scholarships, programs and 
operations through grants to 
nonprofit organizations. 

After hearing inspiring stories from wish kids and their families on the 
annual Make-A-Wish Wish-A-Thon on iHeartRadio, the Hatch family decided 
they wanted to support Make-A-Wish Wisconsin, giving its first gift to the 
Wisconsin Chapter in 2011. They have faithfully supported the Make-A-Wish 
mission every year since, having given a total of more than $250,000 to help 
grant wishes for kids battling critical illnesses. 

Many of their grants have been utilized as matches to raise additional funds 
through events and various fundraising opportunities. Their son Jason is 
active with the Madison Advisory Council and supports wishes in that part of 
the state. 

“The Hatch family has created a beautiful legacy in memory of Deena through 
their generosity, humility and dedication,” says Patti Gorsky, Make-A-Wish 
Wisconsin President & CEO. “Talk about impact; their contributions have 
provided untold hope, strength and joy to children battling critical illnesses 
across Wisconsin. We are deeply grateful for them.”

Gary, 15, battles leukemia. His wish to have a camper  
came true thanks to the Deena Hatch Foundation.



Church and Chapel Funeral  
 Services, Inc.
Chippewa Falls High  
 School
Veronica Ciszek 
BayCare Clinic
Cohen & Company, Ltd.
Community Foundation  
 for the Fox Valley -  
 Region Wayne and  
 Barbara Stellmacher  
 Family Fund
Community Foundation  
 for the Fox Valley  - 
 Warren and Linda  
 Schneider Family Fund
Robert Cook 
Marquita Cooper 
Cummings Christensen  
 Family Foundation
Gregory Davis
Carrie Day 
Troy Dennhof 
Pete & Christine Duback 
Eillien's Candies, Inc.
Chris Eisold 
Mohamed & Beth  
 El-Demerdash 
Betsy J Elgin  
Elkhart Lake's Road  
 America, Inc
Neal Ellenberg
Darrell Endres
Joshua Erickson 
Suzy Ettinger 
Mark Ewe Memorial 
Carrie Faber 
Floors By Roberts 
Fox Communities Credit  
 Union
Fox Valley Dental
Judith Fraser  
Kurt and Kathy French 
Christopher Fugman 
Gary Tree 
General Communications,  
 Inc.
Steve Girard 
Grand Chute Lion's Club  
 Pancake Breakfast
Grande Cheese Company
Todd Greco 
Green Bay Packaging Inc.
Great Wolf Lodge
John Halechko 
Keith & Nancy Harmon
Harper Specialties LLC
Evan and Marion Helfaer  
 Foundation
Hiawatha National Bank
Lisa Holahan 
Hometown Bar
Inteplast Group  
 Corporation
Daniel Ische  
ITConnexx, Inc.
J.F. Ahern Co.
Michael Jagodinski 
Todd Jones 
Allie Jorgensen  
Kara Kaiser  
Araxie Kalvonjian 
Leslie Kania  
Paul and Susan Kapellen
ATV Charity Ride
Saz's Hospitality 
Linda Kohn 
L'Bri Pure n' Natural
Dr. Josh & Jamie Lacey 

Anne Laredo 
LaserForm LLC
Liberty Mutual Insurance
Abigail Logan 
Matthew & Molly Lueder 
Fuzzy Marek 
David & Jodi Margolis  
Jillian McNulty  
Mary McNulty  
Luke Meier 
Milwaukee Bucks
Milwaukee Kickers 
Soccer Club, Inc.
Anthony Mlachnik 
James Mueller 
Jessica Nast 
Jeffrey Nelson 
Randy and Judy Nelson
Mary Nolte 
Northwestern Mutual  
 Foundation, Inc.
Nothing Bundt Cakes
Old Wisconsin Sausage  
 Company
Oostburg Concrete  
 Products
Dave Osswald 
Marc Padron
Roger Pascavis 
William Paulson 
Peters Concrete Co.
Plastics Engineering  
 Company
Prevea360 Health Plan
Quality Insulators, Inc.
Matthew Richter  
Laura Riesterer  
Roehl Foundation, Inc.
Michael Sampson 
Tanya Sanborn 
Maria Sartori  
Randi Komisar-Schachter 
Michelle Schoenfeld 
School District of Ashland
Ryan Schuelke 
Security Luebke Roofing
Julie Serum 
Joseph Shell  
Diana Shircel  
Signature Dental
St. Norbert College
St. Stephen's Lutheran  
 School
Stackner Family  
 Foundation, Inc.
Bob Steffes
Patrick Stone 
Mary Beth Straka 
Strikes for Charity
Jen Sturm 
Syme's Realty LLC
Ashley Thomas 
Tito's Handmade Vodka
John Todryk  
Jim & Monica Torcivia  
Tricor Insurance, Inc.
United Way of Dane County
The Van Horn  
 Automotive Group
Greg Vaughn 
Sara Verbsky 
Courtney Vosmaer 
Kristen Vosmaer 
WDS Construction
Elaine Waldo 
Kristin and Patrick Walsh 
Warden Family  
 Foundation, Inc.

Werner Electric Supply  
 Company
West Bend Mutual  
 Insurance
Weyco Group Charitable  
 Trust
Kris Wilson 
Wisconsin Bank & Trust
United Healthcare of  
 Wisconsin
Wheels for Wishes
Wisconsin Athletic  
 Directors Associaton 
Women's Council of  
 Realtors Madison Event

$500 to $999
Dave Adkison 
AmazonSmile
American Family Mutual  
 Insurance Company
Adam Anderson 
Paul Anderson  
Anita Barman 
Karen Bauer 
Lauren Becker 
Charlene Bitnar 
Cassie Bonneau 
Bill Bonneau 
Hans Brabbit 
John Breidster 
Brenda Burant 
Alexa Campbell 
Kate Campbell  
Stephanie Chudzinski 
Randy Conradt 
Wendy Cozzens 
Dean Distributing Inc.
Nicole DeGuire  
Thomas Dexter  
Mark Dobrzynski  
Katie Donahue 
Cindy Dunst 
Nicki Ehlert  
Daniel Elias 
Todd Farley 
Brian and Kristine Finell 
Mary Fryda 
Barbara Gehl 
Lauren Giuliani 
Linda Givens 
Patti Gorsky Pollack and  
 Michael Pollack
The Handrich Family
Kris Hartman 
Shianne Hayden 
Lisa Haynes 
Collen Henry 
Joann Hinrichs 
Iowa-Grant Elementary/ 
 Middle School
InTune Travel & Tours, LLC
Johnson Controls Inc.
Gina Johnson  
Robert Kath 
Gary Kavalar  
David Kissack 
Justin Kuehl 
Ken and Pat Lamkins
Ruth Lebed 
Jack Leonovicz 
Madison Gas and Electric  
 Foundation, Inc.
Jona Mancuso 
Mary Martin 
Mike and Christine Matysik
McMahon Associates, Inc
Mary Kate's Wine Bar  
 Bingo
David Mills 

Pamela Morrow 
Tanya Muench 
Michael Murphy 
Randal Neuman 
Brian & Julie Niznansky  
Joan Novey  
Jennie O'Rorke 
Orthopedic & Sports  
 Medicine Specialists
Lynda Patterson 
Pioneer Environmental  
 Group of WI Inc.
Pleasant View Realty, LLC
Tyler Reindl 
River Shores Chiropractic  
 Super Bowl Fundraiser
Joan Roell 
Matt Sanborn 
Matt Spencer 
Stonecast Products, Inc.
StoneRidge Piggly Wiggly  
 RoundUp for Wishes
David Strelitz 
Renee Thanig 
Matthew and Melissa  
 Theisen
Torry Thuli  
Tierney Family Fundraiser
Colleen Valkoun 
Todd and Sandy Van Groll
Delores Weddel Family
Theresa Weiss  
AJ Wheeler 
Tammela Wiedl 
WIL-Surge Electric, Inc.
Woodman's Food Market
Steven and Lisa Zajc

$250 to $499
Tony and Mary Anheuser 
Brandon Applebee  
Aga & Brian Artka
Ashley Evenson  
 Memorial Fund
Chris Atwood 
Trisha Baneck 
Jack Barker 
Nancy Blom 
David Bounk 
Erica Boutelle 
Jeanne Bowe 
Julie Brenton 
Kimberli Bretzel  
Bright Funds
Joe Brueggemann 
Brenda Bula 
Tara Buringa 
Robert and Melinda  
 Chandler 
Valerie Charneski 
Marilynne Check 
Jill Dewitt  
Darin Driessen 
Mary Dunham 
Elkhorn Area School  
 District
Bobbi Jo Eisenreich
The Endres Family
Betsy Felix  
Joseph Fikejs  
Neal Fitzgerald 
Victoria Folliard 
Kenneth Foster 
Liz Fuller  
Michael Givens 
Colette Goldammer 
Mark Goodman 
Robin Hammetter 
Kara Henken  

7WISHFUL THINKING  |  2023 Issue 2

MA K E-A-WI S H WI SCO N S I N D O N O R S

Gerald and Margaret  
 Hensler
Terri and Allen Hornik 
Illume Holiday Promotion
Paula Jasperson 
Patrick and Lisa Jermain 
Timothy Johnson 
Corbin and Kris Keller
Ted and Mary Kellner 
Jason and Shannon  
 Kobylarczyk  
Peter and Susan  
 Krumenauer
Michael Laatsch 
Brett Lee  
Islara Leingang 
Douglas Levy
Valerie Lohse 
Lydia's No More Chemo  
 Party
Stefan Maupin 
Michelle McCardle  
John McElligott 
Phyllis Metz 
Louise Miller 
Devina Mistry  
Danielle Panella  
Donald and Susan  
 Pergande
Kelly Ratz 
Timothy and Syma Richer
Connie Riddle 
Michael Ring  
Ruth Roquitte 
Doreen Rosen  
Michael and Julie Sadoff
Betty Scheffler 
Schreiber Foods, Inc.
Gery and Suzanne Schultz
Ingrid Schulz 
Bethany and Duane  
 Severson
Cory Sieburg 
Sign Art Studio
Todd Simon 
Mowry Smith 
Lisa Sorrell  
Steve and Miki Stark  
Debbie Stefaniak  
Roxi Stelter 
Lucas Struve  
Sussex Hamilton High  
 School
Clay & Stephanie  
 Thompson 
Nancy Tsai 
Don Tuscany 
UW La Crosse Wishmakers
Scott Vachavake 
Vinz Family Christmas  
 Light Show
Shanon Vuckovic 
Carol Walker 
WarnerMedia
Waunakee Schools
Sharon Widell 
Timothy Williams 
Travis Wise 
Brian Woods  
George Younger  

I N - K I N D  
D O N ATI O N S
$20,000+ 
Allegiant Airlines
Crossmark Graphics
Give Kids The World  
 Village

Lighthouse Productions
NorthCoast Productions
Sheraton Waikiki

$10,000 to $19,999 
Avis Rental Car
Delta Airlines
Ice Castle Fish Houses
Soper Companies

$5,000 to $9,999 
4imprint
Cannonball
City Center Condo  
 Owners Association
Design Air LLC
Enterprise Holdings
H.J. Martin and Son, Inc.
Kesslers Diamond Center
Miron Construction Co., Inc.
OnMilwaukee
Albert and Shirley Schmidt 
Shoeder's RV and Marine
Verizon Wireless
Whisk & Arrow Sugar  
 Studio

$1,000 to $4,999 
Frank and Jessica Abnet 
Advanced Aeromedic
Aldo Partners, LLC
Tracy Alpert 
Amanda Cupcake
American Airlines National  
 Ticket Program
AMPED Association  
 Management
Apple Leisure Group
Appleton International  
 Airport
Appleton Scheels
Badger Sports Park
Bergstrom Automotive
Butte des Morts Country  
 Club
Card & Coin - Packer City  
 Antiques, Inc.
Cayla's Creations
Cody Limousines
Common Links  
 Construction LLC
Country Inn & Suites
Creative Sign Company, Inc.
The Cupcake Couture
Custom Limousine
Design Air, LLC
DFI Solutions In Print
Dolphin Quest Oahu
Encore Limo
Encore Transportation
Enterprise Holdings  
 Foundation
Flooring Center
Mark Freedman & Family 
Gagnon Clay Products Co.
Great Lakes Amusement
Green Bay Gamblers  
 Hockey Club
Green Bay Packers
Hollander Chocolate, Inc
Hyatt Regency Maui
Janette Trucking
Klem + Co
Stephanie Klurfeld & Family
The Knotted Cone Gelato
M Shiraz, LLC.
Margaritas Famous Mexican  
 Food & Cantina
Charles and Holly Miesfeld 
Milwaukee Bucks
Mobility Works



WISH 
ART 
CORNER

If you are a wish kid, a wish 
sibling, a wish parent or 
ANYONE who has been inspired 
by a special wish experience, we 
want to see your art!  
Send your wish-inspired artwork 
to the Make-A-Wish Wisconsin 
Chapter Office (WISH ART 
CORNER, 11020 W. Plank 
Court, Suite 200, Wauwatosa, 
WI 53226), or share it online at 
facebook.com/wisconsinwish.
Wish art, above, listed top to 
bottom, by wish kids Isaac, Evelyn, 
Makenzee and Jedidiah.
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Molson Coors
Mullett Ice Center
National Rental Car
Orlando Medical Rentals
The Osthoff Resort
Pacific Historic Parks
PB&J Industries
Pepsi-Cola of Green Bay
Perdido Beach Resort
Petal Pusher Floral  
 Studio Inc.
The Pixel Booth
Purple Mountain Solutions
Primal Eats
Racine Danish Kringle
Relic Rentals
Republic Chophouse
River's Bend
Rummele's Jewelers
Saint Kate Arts Hotel
Sartori Cheese
Scan Group
Sea Life Park
PS Seasoning & Spices
Darin Spindler 
Stadium View Sports Bar,  
 Grill & Banquet Hall
Mary Stein 
Stockbridge Fire Dept
Studio Gear
Surroundings Events &  
 Floral
Taco John's
Taverne in the Sky and  
 Leaps & Bounds at  
 Lodge Kohler
The Marq Supper Club  
 Banquet and Catering
The Shop Bar and Grille
Thermal Chaos Pub
Tinus Marine
Tito's Handmade Vodka
Trestle Co, LLC
Tundra Lodge Resort,  
 Waterpark &  
 Conference Center
Uncle Mike's Bake Shoppe
United Airlines
The Wandering Table
Waseda Farms
Windy City Linen
Wixon Inc.

$500 to $999 
Dr. Nick Abujamra 
Prosthodontic Dentistry
Alpha-Lit Marquee Letters
Altitude Trampoline Park
Bank of Kaukauna
Bayview Printing Co.
Breakthru Beverage  
 Wisconsin
Brilliant DPI
Carma Laboratories, Inc.
Chief's Luau
Country Cabinets
Crayola Experience
Dave & Buster's
The Dough Shoppe
Escort Limousine Services, Inc.
EZPZ Marquee
Festival Foods
Fromm Family Foods
Gary’s Premium Cocktails, LLC
Gather on Broadway
Genesis by Janelle

Grand Geneva Resort  
 & Spa
Green Bay Rockers/Capital  
 Credit Union Park/EPIC  
 Event Center
H2O Sports Hawaii LLC
Hawaii Turtle Tours
Hey, Soup Sister
Horseshoe Bay Golf Course
Hotchandani Laser, Vein  
 & Cosmetic Surgery
Hyatt Place Milwaukee  
 Airport
Ingleside Hotel
Kailua Beach Adventures
Kennedy Space Center
Kris VanLaanen & Family 
Krystal Kleer Ice  
 Sculptures, LLC
Lodge Kohler
Lou Malnati's Pizzeria
M.A.C.S. Macaroni and  
 Cheese Shop
Mangiare
Milwaukee Admirals
Emily Monicken Baer &  
 Family 
National Car Rental
Nickelodeon Universe
Outskirts Theater
PMI Entertainment Group
Prohibition Spirits and  
 Cigar Lounge
Rib Guys Backyard  
 Barbecue
RP Photography
Sea Life Aquarium
Shelburn by Affina
SkyHigh Marketing
Sonesta Hotel
Southwest Airlines
Spiritually Charmed
Stokeshire Doodles
Sundara Inn & Spa
Taste of India
Total Transportation  
 Corporation
Unique Vacations, Inc./  
 Affiliate of Unique  
 Travel Corp.
US Poker Casino Parties
Ann Vande Hei 
Ventrue Resorts
Vibez Creative Arts Space
The Walt Disney World®  
 Resort
WG&R Furniture
The Zen Dragonfly

$250 to $499 
Absolute Supply, LLC
American National Bank  
 Fox Cities
Atlantis Adventures
Joseph Bartel & Family 
Berkshire Hathaway  
 Home Services Bay  
 Area Realty

Burger King
Cascade Mountain
Cheese Cake Heaven
Chives, Inc.
Coldwell Banker Real  
 Estate Group
Cousin's Subs
CoVantage Credit Union
Culver's
Custom Wish T-Shirts
Custom Transportation  
 Service
Nicholas Deitch & Family 
Destin Pontoon Charters
Friends of Nature
Game Stop
Good Karma Brands-  
 ESPN Milwaukee
Green Bay Escape & Axe
Hannah Kitzerow 
High Point Inn
High Cliff Public Golf Course
HJ Martin
Hotel Northland,  
 Autograph Collection
Hyatt Place Chicago
InterContinental-Chicago
IT Connexx
Jack Daniels
Patrick Jermain & Family 
Kay Distributing Company
Ko Olina Ocean Adventure
L'Bri Pure n' Natural
Lee Beverage Company Inc.
Lei Greetings
Tundra Lodge Resort &  
 Waterpark
Maggiano's Little Italy
Manderfield's Home Bakery
Marquette Golf Club
Mike Burton 
NWTC Culinary Specialists
Orthodontic Specialists
Charles Palmer & Family 
Pizza Ranch
Qdoba Mexican Eats
Dave Rause 
Refine MD
Ridgeway Country Club
Ripley's Attractions  
 Tennesseee
Sail Door County
Savoye Salon Spa
Scheels Sports
Schreiber Foods, Inc
Sendik's Food Market
Shorewest Realtors
Texas Roadhouse
Thrivent Financial
Rodney Ugent 
Vandervest Harley- 
 Davidson of Green Bay
Venture Wisconsin
Whisk & Arrow
Wisconsin Distributors
Wisconsin Herd
Kevin Wittman & Family 

WI S H K I D  
G E M M A



…to have an Accessible  
Bumper Car 

Nicolas, 4 
Wish Granters: Maggie 
Walters, Tana Winkka, Lisa 
Yursis & Julie Vanlaanen

…to have a Beauty & The 
Beast Bedroom

Aubree, 14  
Wish Granters: Julie 
Vanlaanen & Lisa Yursis 

…to have a Camper

Nathaniel, 16 
Wish Granters: Craig and 
Mary Netzer, Kim Ann 
Christensen & Daniel Giles

Tanner, 3 
Wish Granter: Jan Berkholtz

Bennett, 3 
Wish Granters: Jeanette 
Dickinson & Mary Streveler

…to go to the Walt Disney 
World® Resort

James, 3 
Wish Granters: Corinne 
Kennedy & Linda Ryfinski

Lydia, 3 
Wish Granters: Lisa Jermain 
& Peggy Van Grinsven

Callisto, 4 
Wish Granters: Dana Mejic & 
Bryan Pauls

Henry, 4 
Wish Granters: Linda Marie 
Jones-Blau & Michael Kuenzi

Jackson, 4 
Wish Granters: Shari Beland 
& Dawn Ogrezovich

Louisa, 4 
Wish Granters: Cheryl 
Follett, Michele Fritsch, Lisa 
Pienkos & Kristin Enea

Morgan, 4 
Wish Granters: Jodi Halpin & 
Maurine Braun

Virginia, 4 
Wish Granters: Holly De 
Long & Peggy Van Grinsven

William, 4 
Wish Granters: Jennifer 
Wenzlaff, Lisa Rice & Molly 
Proite

Evelyn, 5 
Wish Granters: Molly 
Koldeway & Tiffany 
Vanburen 

Isabella, 5 
Wish Granters: Robert Rode 
& Kim Ann Christensen

Miracle, 5 
Wish Granters: Corinne 
Kennedy & Linda Ryfinski

Rylie, 5 
Wish Granters: Melissa 
Gorman & Mariah Tremain

Scarlett, 5 
Wish Granters: Janice Moen 
& Robert Rode

Wesley, 5 
Wish Granters: Gregory 
Davis, John Litscher & Carrie 
Cookson

Chloe, 6 
Wish Granters: Rodney & 
Mathilde Ugent

Gage, 6 
Wish Granters: Candace Rae 
Richter & Barbara Jo Pahlow

Jaxon, 6 
Wish Granters: Corinne 
Kennedy & Linda Ryfinski

Logan, 6 
Wish Granters: Kristin Enea 
& Rachel Langer

Taylor, 6 
Wish Granters: Kelly Wagner 
& Michele Schaetz

Wyatt, 6 
Wish Granters: Jeremy &  
Megan Kox

Hazel, 8 
Wish Granters: Jeremy &  
Megan Kox

Samuel, 8 
Wish Granters: Daniel Giles 
& Kim Ann Christensen

Bella, 9 
Wish Granters: Georgette 
Stamm & Barbara McCarthy

Jonah, 9 
Wish Granters: Brianna 
Hansen & Vincent Morelli

Samuel, 10 
Wish Granters: Kayla 
Cywinski, Heather Danke, 
Steven Hesselberg & Joy 
Lancour 

Nathan, 11 
Wish Granters: Carrie Merkel 
& Marie Waddell

Courtney, 12 
Wish Granters: Marilyn Stoll, 
Jamie Prost & Lisa Lewitzke 

Suanna, 12 
Wish Granters: Holly De 
Long & Marie Waddell

Wishes Granted January 1  
- March 31, 2023THE WISH LIST
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Special thanks to The Walt Disney Company 
for providing complimentary admission 
and special perks for every family who 
experiences a Disney wish.

I wish to go to 
the Walt Disney 
World® Resort

Callisto, 4 
nervous system 

disorder



I wish to go to Hawaii

MAHALO (thank you)
Noelle is your typical Super Mario Cart-playing, 
pizza-devouring and campfire s'mores-loving 
5-year-old kid, who in her free time paints. Except, 
unlike most kids her age, she fights the daily 
battles associated with a very rare liver cancer.

Noelle wished to get far away from her doctor's visits and travel where she 
can be outside with her whole family on a beach near dolphins. Noelle and 
her family were whisked away to Waikiki, Honolulu to experience a Dolphin 
encounter at Sea Life Park Hawaii, where Noelle's family had the opportunity 
to interact with a dolphin pod from a waist-deep platform and spend time 
with expert animal trainers, and to Atlantis Waikiki Undersea Submarine 
Adventure, where her family witnessed green turtles, sharks, stingrays, 
yellow tangs, eels, and many other species of underwater marine life.
Noelle's mom, Jaclyn, says that "this wish allowed all of us to take a breath. 
We shared and created so many happy memories on this trip. We were 
able to take a step away from the hospital life and the nonstop worrying 
in every moment." 
"Our entire family enjoyed Noelle's wish, together. Noelle's favorite part of 
the wish was being able to be in the water and interact with the dolphins. 
Her brother, Logan, keeps talking about the limo, the pool at the resort, and 
the sharks. Her Dad was thrilled with the Submarine Adventure and being 
able to see sea life in its natural environment. For me, I loved being able to 
watch Noelle fully immerse herself in every activity of her Hawaiian wish. 
Okay, okay, I also enjoyed the whales, too!"
Jaclyn continued, "Noelle's wish experience in one word was simply 
phenomenal. Mahalo and thank you from the bottom of our hearts. This 
vacation was just what we needed to reconnect as a family. Noelle had an 
amazing time and the happy memories will last a lifetime."
Wish Granters: Janelle Marie Disher & Ken Disher

COV E R S TO RY
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Trinity, 12 
Wish Granters: Dawn Julien, 
Kathie Hacker, Shelly Fritsch 
& Mallory Fritsch

Hunter, 13 
Wish Granters: Janice 
Holling, Kayla Cywinski & 
Beth Schuster

Kaylie, 14 
Wish Granters: Kathy 
Woolford & Tara Buringa

Anthony, 17 
Wish Granters: Heather 
Jean Process & Polly Marie 
Frisque 

Braden, 18 
Wish Granters: Tara Buringa 
& Amanda Burton

Sadie, 18 
Wish Granters: Julia Wahl & 
Michelle Wolfe

James, 19 
Wish Granters: Jane Foner, 
Jeanette Dickinson & Kathy 
Bartel

…to go to the Florida Keys

Justin, 19 
Wish Granters: Barbara 
Bongard & Cynthia Slane

Samuel, 6 
Wish Granters: Peggy Van 
Grinsven & Daniel Giles 

…to have a Game room

Clifford, 6 
Wish Granters: Jeremy &  
Megan Kox

…to go to Wisconsin Dells 

Ava, 16 
Wish Granters: Steven 
Hesselberg & Joy Lancour 

…to have a Golden Doodle 
Puppy

Neveah, 19 
Wish Granters: Laurie Ann 
Wetterau & Jean Zoulek 

…to go to Great Smoky 
Mountain National Park 

Addyson, 17 
Wish Granters: Heather Ann 
Loughney & Kelly Johnson 

…to go to Gulf Shores, 
Alabama

Brandtly, 5 
Wish Granters: Dilarom 
Batyrovna St. Louis, Larry 
Levy, Joy Lancour & Steven 
Hesselberg 

…to go to Hawaii

Noelle, 5 
Wish Granters: Janelle Marie 
Disher & Ken Disher 

Cara, 9 
Wish Granters: Daniel Giles 
& Kimberly James 

Haley, 9 
Wish Granters: Scott 
Thompson & Dana Smith 

Harper, 9 
Wish Granters: Holly De 
Long & Marie Waddell 

Luca, 10 
Wish Granters: Linda 
Ryfinski, Andrea Diamond 
Falk, Kelly Phelps & Corinne 
Kennedy 

Kaelie, 11 
Wish Granters: Carolyn 
Elizabeth Griese, Maurine 
Braun, Kayla Cywinski & 
Doris Mertens

Evangeline, 12 
Wish Granters: Rachel 
Geittmann & Sherri Mowery 
Perrigo 

Alexsis, 18 
Wish Granters: Joseph &  
Kathy Bartel 

Jasmine, 18 
Wish Granters: Larry Levy, 
Tara Buringa & Amanda 
Burton 

Joslin, 18 
Wish Granters: Lynn Wagner 
& Kelly Durham

Shelby, 19 
Wish Granters: Sherry 
Miracle & Shelby Robbins

Teagan, 21 
Wish Granters: Kathy 
Woolford & Ronna Monahan

…to go to Houston, TX

Madeline, 13 
Wish Granters: Daniel Rogan, 
Carmen Bruss, Tacy DeRouin 
& Janice Holling 

William, 15 
Wish Granters: Daniel Rogan, 
Carmen Bruss, Tacy DeRouin 
& Janice Holling

…to have an Indoor Hockey Rink

Sean, 8 
Wish Granters: Darcey Nett 
& Tacy DeRouin 

…to go to LEGOLAND

Quinn, 6 
Wish Granters: Leslie Kania 
& Claire Ruggiero

…to have a Shopping Spree

Dontae, 7 
Wish Granters:  
Anissa Johnsen, Ellen 
Bertram, Larry Levy & 
Michele Schaetz

Wishes Granted January 1  
- March 31, 2023 (Cont.)THE WISH LIST
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I wish to  
have an indoor 

hockey rink
Sean, 8 
cancer
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REFER A CHILD TODAY
Make-A-Wish® relies on 
referrals from caring individuals 
to reach more kids with critical 
illnesses each year. Learn more 
about wish eligibility, who can 
make a referral and how the 
process works at wish.org/refer.
Above: Aubree’s wish to have a 
Beauty & The Beast Bedroom all 
started with a simple referral.

TRIPS THAT 
TRANSFORM 
Did you know that about  
70% of wishes granted by 
Make-A-Wish Wisconsin 
involve air travel? And did 
you know that by donating 
your airline miles, you can 
help grant those wishes?  The 
process is easy and will make a 
life-changing difference in the 
life of a child battling a critical 
illness, like Haley's wish to go 
to Hawaii. 
Donate your Delta,  
United, jetBlue or American 
Airline miles today at  
wish.org/wisconsin/miles. 

Child Life Team  
HSHS St. Vincent Children’s Hospital

Describe your work in a few words. 
As child life specialists, our role is to provide psychosocial and emotional 
support to our patients and families. When providing this support, it is 
incredibly helpful to have Make-A-Wish be there for our patients and 
families as well to bring an incredible amount of joy during some of the 
most difficult times in their lives.
How has the wish experience impacted your care? 
Some days can be very difficult. When we get to introduce Make-A-Wish to 
the patients, their eyes light up. We are able to focus on something exciting 
and fun, and get to walk with them during this! 
Why should medical professionals refer kids with critical illnesses? 
Medical professionals should refer children with critical illnesses to Make- 
A-Wish Wisconsin because it gives these families an opportunity to focus 
on something other than their critical illness and that is something all 
families should be able to do. 

MEDICAL 
SPOTLIGHT

MA K E A N I M PAC T

Bellin Health 
Joseph Kellner, MD

Children's Wisconsin 
Amanda Brandow, MD; Amy Sheahan, RN; 
Angela Steineck, MD; Cindy Schwartz, MD; 
Corynne Meiser, MSW; David Margolis, 
MD; Dawn Cvecko, MSW; Gwen Zabel, NP; 
James Verbsky, MD; Julie An Talano, MD; 
Latoya Stamper, MSW; Lilith Joy Mondok, 
MD; Lisa Neidhold, RN; Liz Horning, MWS; 
Lynn D'Andrea, MD; Matthew Harmelink, 
MD; Meg Browning, MD; Megan Teed, NP; 
Michael Burke, MD; Michele Frommelt, 
MD; Michelle Honeck, MSW; Molly 
Brickler, APNP; Nathan Schloemer, MD; 
Nicole Malchow, MSW; Nicole Spees, 
MSW; Patricia Stoll, MSW; Paul D Harker-
Murray, MD; Rachel Phelan, MD; Richard 
Tower, MD; Robin Kostroski, MSW; Ryuma 
Tanaka, MD; Sara Dawson, MD; Sara K. 
Quates, NP; Sarah Rumler, MD; Sheila 
M Dodds, MSW; Timothy Corden, MD; 
Wendy Reese, RN; Zachary Graff, MD

Essentia Health - Duluth 
JoHannah M Orman, CCLS; Ross Perko, MD

Gundersen Health System 
Cheri Hill; Antoinette Peters, MD

HSHS St. Vincent's Children's Hospital 
Child Life Team; Cathy Long, MD

M Health Fairview Masonic Children's Hospital 
Rhea Sayotovich, MSW; Michelle M Rheault, MD

Marshfield Children's/Marshfield Medical Center 
Bridget Leonhardt, RN; Michelle Manalang, MD; 
Jessica Stanton, RN; Laurie Weber, RN; Hema 
Murali, MD; Lorrie Busche, MSW; Joshua  
Freedman, MD

Mayo Clinic 
Britt Particelli, MSW; Asmaa Ferdjallah; Nadir 
Demirel; Janelle Olson

Prevea Allouez Health Center 
Dana Anderson, RN; Terence Edgar; Jennifer 
Murphy, RN; Beth Medford, MD

SSM Health St. Mary's Hospital 
Andrea Rock, MD

UCSF Benioff Children's Hospital of San Francisco 
Allison Kirby, MSW; Anuradha Banerjee, MD

UW Health American Family Children's Hospital 
Jill Bowdish, MSW; Kara Michelkiewicz, MSW; Craig 
Becker, MSW; Joyce Kilgore-Carlin, MSW; Megan 
Fecht, MSW; Kari Weier, NP; Eden Jackson, RN; 
Lisa R Keller, NP; Ellen Conor, MD; Ann Dodge, NP; 
Jenny Hobson, RN; Melissa Novotny, NP; Mary 
Ehlenbach, MD; Darci Pfeil, NP; Cathy Lee-Miller, 
MD; Katryn Furuya, MD; Kenneth DeSantes, MD; 
Luke Lamers, MD; Margo Hoover-Regan, MD; 
Shardha Srinivasan, Md; David Hsu, MD; Inga 
Hofmann Zhang, MD

MAKE-A-WISH® REFERRAL SOURCES
Our thanks to those who referred children with wishes granted 
between January 1 and March 31, 2023:



Randy, 15 
Wish Granters: Debra 
Mikulski, Dana Mejic, Larry 
Levy & Daniel Rogan

…to go to Long Beach, 
California

Mya, 8 
Wish Granters: Jodi Harris & 
Jodi Halpin

…to go to the Mall of America

Cain, 10 
Wish Granters: Michele 
Schaetz, Joelle Rosen & 
Wendi Russo

Zakaria, 11 
Wish Granters: Larry Levy & 
Shannon Seymer-Tabaska

Daniel, 17 
Wish Granters: Renee Weiss 
& Tiffany Vanburen 

Christian, 17 
Wish Granters: Colleen 
Leahy & Dawn Marcott 

Kaylee, 18 
Wish Granters: Michelle 
Lee Kadow, Jane Foner & 
Jeanette Dickinson

…to have a Medical Bed

Daniela, 4 
Wish Granters: Diana 
Moreno, Kari Olsen, Barbara 
Bongard & Larry Levy 

…to meet WWE Wrestler 
Bianca Belair

Savannah, 15 
Wish Granters: Jeremy &  
Megan Kox

…to meet My Chemical 
Romance

Kate, 17 
Wish Granters: Daniel Rogan, 
Larry Levy & Samantha 
Marie Smith

…to go to Monterey/Big Sur, 
California

Ian, 13 
Wish Granters: Juli Moen & 
Tammy Lynn Grace 

…to go to Myrtle Beach 

Triniti, 7 
Wish Granters: Rodney & 
Mathilde Ugent 

…to have an Online Shopping 
Spree

Curtis, 17 
Wish Granters: Tamara 
Engelke & Ronna Monahan

…to go to Panama City Beach

Gemma, 4 
Wish Granters: Linda 
Ryfinski, Corinne Kennedy, 
Steven Hesselberg & Joy 
Lancour

…to have a Pontoon Boat

Maximos, 4 
Wish Granters: Todd Beland 
& Shari Beland

Lydia, 5 
Wish Granters: Susan and 
Richard Nuccio & Lisa 
Lewitzke

…to Purchase Stocks

Daniel, 16 
Wish Granters: Roberta 
Sarow, Claire Ruggiero & 
Sherry McKee 

…to have a Room Makeover 

Liam, 3 
Wish Granters: Diana 
Moreno, Peggy Van 
Grinsven, Sandy Strack & 
Karen Jeanne Kaempffe

…to go to San Diego

Arthur, 4 
Wish Granters: Sara Suehs & 
Michelle Lee Kadow 

Makena, 18 
Wish Granters: Jeremy and 
Megan Kox, Holly De Long & 
Peggy Van Grinsven

…to go to the San Diego Zoo

Abigail, 14 
Wish Granters: Colleen 
Leahy, Christine Cherney & 
Tammy Jean Dahl

…to go to St Thomas, USVI 

Leah, 17 
Wish Granters: Dana Mejic & 
Kristin Craig 

Akia, 18 
Wish Granters: Rodney and 
Mathilde Ugent, Corinne 
Kennedy & Linda Ryfinski 

…to meet Kristen Bell

Amara, 14 
Wish Granters: Carol Nelson 
& Steve Kapper

…to have a Video Game Room

Alex, 12 
Wish Granters: Michelle Lee 
Kadow & Jessica Wadium

…to have a YouTube/Gaming 
Shopping Spree

Donald, 18 
Wish Granters:  
Sunny Scott & Shannon  
Seymer-Tabaskaa

Wishes Granted January 1  
- March 31, 2023 (Cont.)THE WISH LIST
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I wish to meet 
Kristin Bell

Amara, 14 
lymphoma
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MAKE-A-WISH
VOLUNTEERS OF THE MONTH
Behind every wish are volunteers who donate their time and talents to make 
the impossible possible. The following volunteers have gone a step beyond:

MA K E A N I M PAC T

A child with a critical illness 
older than 2½ years and younger 
than 18 years and has not 
received a wish from any other 
wish-granting organization is 
potentially eligible for a wish 
from Make-A-Wish Wisconsin.

After a child is referred, 
Make-A-Wish will work with the 
treating physician to determine 
the child’s eligibility for a wish, 
i.e. suffering from a progressive, 
degenerative or malignant 
condition that, despite adherence 
to the treatment plan, is currently 
placing the child’s life in jeopardy.

These are the only criteria used 
to determine a child’s eligibility.  

If you or your child meets all of 
the above qualifications, we invite 
you to begin the process today 
by contacting the Make-A-Wish 
Wisconsin office at 800.236.
WISH (9474), or refer online at 
wish.org/refer.

Together, we create life-changing  
wishes for children with critical 
illnesses. With help from a 
thriving community of donors, 
medical professionals and 
volunteers, we are working 
toward granting the one true wish 
of every medically-qualified child!

Above: 6 year-old Jaxon's wish to 
go to the Walt Disney World® 
Resort came true this past March.

WHO GETS 
A WISH?

JANUARY 2023 
JENNIFER MRDUTT
"My son, Mason, was lucky enough to get a wish in 2016. 
I was moved by the experience and knew I wanted to 
give back some day. Once life normalized a bit, I found 
the extra time to devote to making wishes come true 
for other kids. I volunteer because I want families to 
experience the joy and hope that a wish brings," she says.

FEBRUARY 2023 
JOY CANTRALL
"In 2014 my nephew was granted a wish and I was able 
to see how much JOY it brought to his life. Since then, 
I continue to choose to volunteer with Make-A-Wish 
because I have been so positively impacted. Make-
A-Wish is a well organized team of people who do so 
much good!" she says.

MARCH 2023 
ANGIE SHEA
"Make-A-Wish has shown me the incredible strength 
and resiliency of the human spirit. I have learned to be 
more intentional with gratitude and have witnessed how 
everyone wins through kindness, compassion and love. 
It brings a smile to my face to know that my own two 
children see me serving others and I can be an example 
for them," she says.

¿CONOCE A ALGUIEN BILINGÜE? 
¡Siempre estamos buscando más interpretes! Si usted conoce a 
alguien bilingüe que le gustaría ayudar a cumplir deseos, por favor 
comuníquese con nuestra Gerente de Voluntarios, Jennilyn Parulski al 
800.236.WISH (9474) o jparulski@wisconsin.wish.org.

VOLUNTEER MILESTONES 
25 YEARS 
Denise Buchholz 
Faith Horn
20 YEARS 
Kathy  Bartel 
Joseph Bartel 
Jane Foner 
Clare Hohman

15 YEARS 
Anissa Johnsen 
Sherry Miracle
10 YEARS 
Linette Britt 
Greg Davis 
Terese Einhorn 
Beth Schuster

5 YEARS 
Kelly Johnson 
Micki Klein 
Dana Koller 
Bob Miracle 
Bonnie Ostrenga 
Mike Ostrenga 
Candace Richter 

 
Sue Shea 
Cynthia Slane 
Courtney  
 Wisniewski
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WE REMEMBER
This issue of Wishful Thinking is dedicated to the following wish kids, who have passed:

Grace

Nathan Masey

KatherineJoseph

Russell Justin

1834 Investment Advisors 
ABC Supply Company, Inc. 
Albert & Shirley Schmidt 
Annex Wealth Management 
Anon Charitable Trust 
Anthony Sikorski 
Arrowhead High School  
 Swim & Dive Team 
ATV Charity Ride 
B.A. & Esther Greenheck  
 Foundation 
B.A. Mason Trust 
Badger Mutual Insurance  
 Company 
Baird 
Baker Cheese Factory, Inc. 
Bergstrom Automotive  
 Drive for Dreams 
Bonnie Robinson 
Brodhead High School 
Cal’s Team in Red 
Capital City Riders M.C., Inc. 
Car Show for Jesse 
Carma Laboratories, Inc. 
Cars, Croissants & Coffee 
Charles Miesfeld 
Chi Omega-Nu 
Clyde F. Schlueter Foundation 
CoVantange Credit Union 
Craig & Angela Faust 
Crossmark Graphics 
Culver’s Franchising System 
Curt & Sue Culver 
Dan & Linda Ryfinski 
Darrel & Sue Malek 
Dave & Mary Hempel  
Dee Ann Keip in memory  
 of Rozy 
Dennis & Lori Sauer 
Design Air, LLC 
Don and Mary Kay Schwanke

WISH SPONSORS
Thank you to the following sponsors who contributed at least $3,000 or more to 
sponsor the wishes granted between January 1 and March 31, 2023. 

Donald Brockman 
Donald Driver Foundation 
Ed & Joyce Creske Family  
 Foundation 
Edward Driscoll 
The Endres Family
Eric Stahre 
Estate of Elizabeth J. Werner
Estate of Martin Kaye 
Evelyn M. & Amil C. Bach  
 Foundation 
Everything’s Possible  
 Foundation, Inc. 
Exact Sciences 
Festival Foods 
Fiserv Solutions, Inc. 
Frigo Cheese 
Gavin Hattersley 
GE Healthcare 
Godfrey & Kahn, S.C. 
Green Bay Packers 
Gruber Law Offices 
Habush Habush & Rottier,  
 S.C. 
Harri Hoffmann Family  
 Foundation 
Henry H. (Sr.) & Marion  
 (Polly) S. Uihlein  
 Foundation, Inc. 
iHeartMedia 
In memory of Candace  
 Secretarski 
James & Barbara Feiertag 
The Jendusa Family 
Jesse & Tiffany Mack 
Jimmy John’s 
Joan Heckel 
Joe & Aggie Reis
Joe & Jennifer Imhoff 
John Kreul
JP Morgan Chase Bank

Judy Gardetto
Judy Hummel
K.C. Stock Foundation, Inc. 
Kaden’s Wish
Karen J. Glanert Charitable  
 Trust 
Ted & Mary Kellner
Kathleen Kellogg 
Kathy Potos in memory of  
 Andy Potos 
Keith Harmon 
Kelly O’Neill in honor of Brett  
 Wood, Chairman, Toyota  
 Material Handling 
Kelly Sawyer – Polar Plunge 
Kraemer Wisconsin  
 Cheese, Ltd. 
L’BRI Pure n’ Natural 
Ladish Company Foundation 
Lammi Sports Management 
Legacy Tax & Financial  
 Services, Inc. 
Liz Horning 
Lloyd Pearson 
Loren and Helen Walker  
 Foundation 
Luxaire Heating & Air  
 Conditioning 
Maggiano’s Little Italy Eat A  
 Dish for Make-A-Wish 
Maggie’s Angels 
Make Their Hearts Smile  
 Truck Convoy 
Mark & Sue Neumann 
Men with a Purpose 
Merkel Foundation, Inc. 
Michael & Ellen Schlossmann 
Michael Klurfield 
Michael’s Team 
Milwaukee Admirals 
Molson Coors 

Jacqueline Moore/ 
 Creative Marketing  
 Resources, Inc.
Muchow & South Central  
 Heating & Cooling 
Mukwonago for Wishes 
Nancy Lee 
Nast Family Foundation, Inc. 
Nicholas Family Foundation 
NorthCoast Media Group 
Notre Dame Academy -  
 Triton Girls Basketball 
Patch Painters and Allied  
 Trades for Children’s Hope 
Patrick Brown 
Paul Lipton Charitable Fund 
PDQ Manufacturing, Inc. 
Peter Konkol 
Plexus Volunteerathon 
Quest Engineering 
Racine Danish Kringle 
Ray Steffen 
Rheem 
Richard Kessler 
ROC Ventures, LLC 
Schneider Foundation 
Schreiber Foods, Inc. 
Scott & Cindy Boho 
SECURA Insurance  
 Companies Charitable  
 Fund 
Sedgwick Claims  
 Management Services, Inc.
Sherry Gage McNally 
Snap-on Incorporated 
St. Norbert College  
 Wishmakers On Campus 
Stackner Family  
 Foundation, Inc. 
Standard Process 
Steve Dunkmann 

Steve Nichols 
Steve Pfeifer 
Steven & Tami Schraufnagel 
StoneRidge Piggly Wiggly  
 Round-Up for Wishes 
Super Lubes of Wisconsin,  
 LLC 
Team AJR 
The Shepherds of Bock Fund 
Theodore W. Batterman  
 Family Foundation, Inc. 
Thomas Wisniewski 
Tim Kezman in memory of  
 Margie Kezman 
Tito’s Handmade Vodka 
Titus Talent Strategies 
Uline 
Veridian Homes, LLC 
Vyaire Medical 
Warren and Ann Pierson 
Waupun Truck n’ Show 
Wausau West High School 
WBAY-TV 2 
We Energies Foundation 
WEC Energy Group 
Wheels for Wishes 
William Greene 
William Weber – Running  
 for Wishes 
Wisconsin Athletic  
 Director’s Association
Wisconsin Underground  
 Construction  
 Association, Inc. 
Wish Upon a Staff 
Wishmakers of Wisconsin
Yacht Blast for Kids

WI S H K I D  
H E N RY



SPARK THE wish EFFECT
Register your team. Fundraise. Walk. Spark hope for wish kids.

MILWAUKEE 
Summerfest South Gate 
Saturday, September 9, 2023 
wish.org/wisconsin/mkewalk

Join us at this year’s Walk For Wishes® events in Madison and 
Milwaukee! Online registration is FREE and easy. 
The Madison event includes a petting farm along with Bucky 
Badger, fun for the whole family, kids dash and 1 mile walk. 
The Milwaukee event is returning to the Summerfest Grounds, 
this year at the South Gate, allowing for free convenient parking. 
The event includes a 1-mile and 5K option, as well as food trucks, 
entertainment and family fun.

MADISON 
McKee Farms Park, Fitchburg 
Saturday, August 26, 2023 
wish.org/wisconsin/madisonwalk
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