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Every night, for as long as she can remember, Brittany 
creeps quietly into her son’s room to check on him. 
Diagnosed last year with a form of kidney cancer, it 
required chemotherapy so aggressive that it left him 
in terrible physical pain most days. But on this night, 
she couldn’t help but chuckle at the sight awaiting 
her. There was Landen, fast asleep – his new police 
hat askew on his head. In his hand, a tightly clutched 
police badge – badge number 100 – and in his pocket, 
fingerprint evidence: all cherished mementos from the 
momentous day before.

Landen has always been fascinated with the police and first 
responders because “they help people and arrest the bad guys.” 
When his Make-A-Wish® volunteers met with him to ask him 
what he would like to wish for, he quickly wished to be a police 
officer.

Landen loves helping others, going the extra mile to make 
someone else happy, and his mom was thrilled to see the 
roles reversed for his wish day because, ever since his cancer 
diagnosis, it hasn’t been so easy for Landen – and his family – to 
be carefree and have fun.

“It was devastating when we learned Landen had cancer,” said 
Brittany. “I got the phone call and fell on the ground because it 
was just heartbreaking.”

From the initial diagnosis to the biopsies and genetic testing 
that followed, Brittany became scared to answer the phone, 
afraid the next update would be another setback. That’s when 
she started to go through the packet of resources from the 
hospital. Once Brittany came across information about Make-
A-Wish, she decided to refer him for a wish.

“As soon as we learned he would be granted a wish, it was a 
relief,” Brittany said. “He needed a break from the pain, and it 
gave him something to look forward to – which, as a mother, is 
all I could hope for.”

On his wish day, Landen was out of bed before his mom for the 
first time in months. It was as if all of his pain disappeared. 

With the help of the York County Regional Police Department 
Northeast District and a local judge, Landen – dressed in his 
uniform – was sworn in. After taking the oath and with his 
police badge secured, Landen said with certainty, “I’m a real 
cop.” 3

He spent the day on patrol, explored a state police 
helicopter and learned how to train a K9 officer. The 
best part? Landen captured a bad guy, and he was, 
officially, one of the good guys.

Although Landen’s pain has started to return, the 
memories of his wish day help him push forward. 

“He got to be the Landen we know and love for a 
couple days, and to see that smile on his face again was 
amazing,” Brittany said. “He has been so happy about it 
even days and weeks later.”

Ever since his wish, Landen has made nonstop calls 
to everyone he knows to let them know his new title, 
Officer Landen. 

“When I think about my wish, I feel good,” Landen said 
nearly two weeks after his life-changing day.

Landen truly believes he’s a part of the squad, and his 
community knows he’s a true hero.

Celebrating our 20,000th Wish:
Landen's Wish to be a Police Officer



Wishes Come True

I wish to have anindoor play area
Eddie, 4 é
immune system disorderCanonsburg, PA

I wish to go 

to the Super 

Bowl LVI

Caden, 12 ç

cancer

Reading, PA

I wish to have an 

English Bulldog 

puppy
EJ, 7 è
cancer
Uniontown, PAI wish to have a

shopping spree
Malachi, 5 
brain tumor
Beaver, PA
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I wish to have a 
Bengal kitten
Alexis, 18 ç
autoimmune disorder
Baden, PA



5

Wishes Come True Raise the Roof on Wishes

Whether it’s a playhouse, an outdoor 
art studio, a clubhouse or a horse 
barn, these home-away-from-home 
wishes will put a smile on your face.

I wish to have a 
playhouse
 
Dante, 8 | cancer | Pittsburgh, PA

I wish to have an 
art studio
 
Hanna, 14 | cystic fibrosis | Chicora, PA

I wish to have a 
clubhouse
 
Cooper, 8 | brain tumor | Gibsonia, PA

I wish to have a
horse barn
 
Haley, 14 |  lymphoma | Beverly, WV



I wish to have 
a violin and 
lessons
Fred, 8 è
congenital heart disease
Coraopolis, PA

I wish to have a
Star Wars: Galactic 
Starcruiser experience
Jaxon, 5 ç
kidney transplant
Tamaqua, PA

I wish to go 
to Hawaii
Gabrielle, 16 ê
lymphoma
Erie, PA
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I wish to have a 
new gaming station
Yechiel, 7 ê
cancer
Albrightsville, PA

I wish to have a
Halloween Bash
Summer, 3 è
leukemia
Hanover, PA

A Letter from Wish Kid Fred

"Thank you so very much for coordinating Fred’s wish. He has been effervescent with excitement and telling all his family and friends how fun it’s been. We feel very blessed to have this opportunity."
-Fred's mom



FOR MAKING WISHES COME TRUE!

THANK YOU

Albion Correctional Employees 
Hopkins Family Fundraisers
Jenkins-Empire Associates 
Chuck Leyh - Enterprise Bank
Lycoming Valley Intermediate School 
Make-A-Wish® Holiday Party 
McDowell Boys Soccer Booster
McDowell Senior High School
McKamish and Employees
Salvitti Family Foundation 
Sheetz For the Kidz 
Pennsylvania Chemicals Charity Golf Outing/ 
   Shell Chemical Appalachia, LLC
South Hills Lincoln, Inc.
Synergy Group
Employees of Thermo-Twin Industries, Inc. 
Truck Convoy for Wishes, Gettysburg
Weidmann Family
Wheels, Wings & Wishes
Williamsport Area High School

DONORS

REFERRERS
Julia Beatty
Katina Blackwell
Sarah Cunningham
Jessica Davis 
Paula Elenchin
Deanna Harris
Carmen Laufer
Jackie Lesjak
Sonia Lugo 
Rachel Margolies
Alyssa Miller 
Melissa Ondercin 
Tiffany Storm
Eleanor Sueing
Mary Viviano

VOLUNTEERS
Sarah Basile 
Zoya Basile
Remy Bibaud
April Bodkin
Richard Bodkin 
Heather Brown
Humbert Dorazio
Emily Druchniak
Bret Emick
Christine Emick
Amanda Filsinger 
Brianna Flasco 
Pauline Follmer
Catherine Hammerle
Ami Heller
Michele Inks
Lisa Kadlubek
Kelley Koehler 
Lisa Krause
Robert Lang
Kara Liberati 
Colette Manning
Sarah Nutter
Sora Okumura 
Karen Philips 
Judy Pinkasavage 
Mary Ellen Purtell 
Chuck Redslob 
Connie Sluzynsky 
Catherine Valley 7

I wish to have a
shopping spree
Daniel, 3 é
kidney transplant
Pittsburgh, PA

I wish to go 
to Hawaii
Gabrielle, 16 ê
lymphoma
Erie, PA

I wish to have 
a Dachshund 
puppy
Mikah, 5 ê
blood disorder
Williamsport, PA

I wish to have a
Halloween Bash
Summer, 3 è
leukemia
Hanover, PA



Donors Make it Happen

Weakland Wreckers Octoberfest Employees of American 
Hydro Corporation Corn Dog Open

Brockway Area School District Rutter's Vote with Your 
Dollars Programs

Perih Orthodontics

Grotto Pizza Harvey’s Lake 
2021 Parade of Trees

McKamish, Inc. Kristi Boutique

Penn-Trafford High School 
Wishes of Warriors Telethon

KOMAX Business Systems
Golf Tournament

Olympic Althletic ClubGKG Orthodontics

DMI Companies



Plum School District Make-A-Wish Telethon
Phillips Family Foundation

Punxsy Pizza
Tudor's Biscuit World

Robert Peirce & 
Associates,  P.C.

South Hills Lincoln

Donald J. Bennett 
Memorial Ride

18th Annual Blue Ride 
Blue Knights Law Enforcement 

Motorcycle Club Chapter 16

Annual Jax Stone Run

Dunkin'-Erie, PA

Complete Chiropractic Health

Lycoming Valley 
Intermediate School

Erie County Technical School

PITT OHIO



Our Upcoming Events

Raise a Glass and Help Grant Wishes
Grapevine is our chapter’s annual wine tasting event that brings 
together all members of the Make-A-Wish community – wish 
families, dedicated volunteers and dynamic supporters. Attendees 
will sample seven wines thoughtfully paired with heavy hors 
d’oeuvres and enjoy the event’s highly anticipated silent auction and 
the ever-popular Mystery Wine Sale.

Take the Challenge
The Trailblaze Challenge® is designed as an endurance event for hikers. 
Participants will have the opportunity to hike a 23.4-mile journey through 
the North Country Trail and the old-growth forest terrain of Cook Forest 
State Park. The hike will take place all in one amazing day, August 13, 2022, 
while raising much needed funds to grant the wishes of children. 
All hikers must complete an info session via Zoom by April 30 to 
participate. 

To schedule a one-on-one info session or to become a sponsor, 
contact Jake Seavy at jseavy2@greaterpawv.wish.org or 
412.471.9474. 

19th Annual Grapevine
May 19, 2022  
Revel + Roost | Pittsburgh, PA

For more event information or to become a sponsor, contact 
Shenell Pooran at spooran@greaterpawv.wish.org or 412.471.9474.

August 12-14, 2022
North Country Trail | Cooksburg, PA

Celebrate a Day of Wishes
Mark your calendar for World Wish Day® on April 29. World Wish Day honors 
the first wish granted in 1980 that inspired the founding of Make-A-Wish. 
World Wish Day not only celebrates past wishes that were granted—but 
wishes that are yet to come.  
 
Together, we can restore hope  with a wish.

To refer a child, make a donation or become a volunteer, visit: 
 wish.org/greaterpawv

April 29, 2022
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WISH KID 
MICHAEL

WILL YOU BE OUR HERO?
Kicking off on April 29, 2022, we will 
be once again hosting a Wish Heroes™ 
campaign. Make-A-Wish is looking for 
20 Heroes to raise money for wishes in 
honor of our chapter’s 20,000th wish!

What is a Wish Hero?  
Wish Heroes is a fundraising campaign 
that celebrates the incredible people 
and organizations who have joined 
forces to unlock life-changing wishes 
for children with critical illnesses. They 
are wish families, wish kid alumni, 
wish-granting volunteers and donors 
who help us tell the Make-A-Wish 
story – truly our Heroes.

The Wish Heroes campaign harnesses the power of a 
select group of Heroes – nominated by the Make-A-
Wish staff and Board of Directors – each striving to raise 
$2,500 between April 29-May 31, 2022. Wish Heroes 
share why they are passionate about Make-A-Wish with 
their friends, family and community along with an ask to 
donate to their personal fundraising page.

The Wish Heroes campaign creates both revenue and 
awareness for the Make-A-Wish mission.

Will you answer the call and join the ranks of 
our Heroes?

For more information, contact Shannon O’Halloran at 
sohalloran@greaterpawv.wish.org  or 412.471.9474.

Family Art Photography
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Thanks to Our Donors G. Whitney Snyder Charitable 
      Foundation
William H. South, Jr.
Synergy Group
T & T Produce
Patrons of Texas Roadhouse
Employees of Thermo-Twin 
       Industries, Inc.
Dutch Treitz Memorial 
      Golf Outing
Physicians of Tri-State 
      Orthopaedics & Sports 
      Medicine, Inc.
UPMC Health Plan, Erie
Upper St. Clair High School
Walk For Wishes, Morgantown
Walston Club
The Robert and Mary Weisbrod 
      Foundation
Westinghouse Specialty 
      Metals Plant Blairsville 
      Emergency Brigade
Wishes Do Come True Softball 
       Tournament, Kreutzer Family
Chris, Mary, Meghan and 
       Taylor Wolf
York County Community 
      Foundation Amy E. Elliott 
      Memorial Fund
York County Community
      Foundation Richard Lee Beck 
      Fund
Claudia C. Zavodnick
Zombeck Family Fundraisers

$4,400 to $4,999
Marjorie and Donald Antonace
Bruce Arnoldt Family
Benevity Community Impact 
      Fund
Carter Family Foundation
Center Elementary School
Kristen Clendaniel Clark
Clark Metal Products Co. 
      Employees
DMI Companies
DuBois Area Middle School
Elk County Catholic Boys 
      Varsity Basketball Team
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen H. Evans
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey J. Farabaugh
Robert P. Fohl Family Foundation
Fraternal Order of Eagles 
       Aerie #4454
Fraternal Order of Eagles  
      Brookville Aerie #983
Ed Gaspredes
Margaret M. Good and 
      Thomas M. Von Lehman
Haddad's, Inc.
Horn Foundation
Jonathan M. Houy Memorial 
      Fund of The Pittsburgh 
      Foundation
James C. Huntington, Jr.
Independent Political & 
      Social Club
Juniata Elementary School
Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. Killigrew

$100,000 or more
Luttner Financial Group, LLC
Sheetz For the Kidz

$75,000 to 99,999
McKamish and Employees
The McKamish Family Foundation
Pittsburgh Investment Professionals
Scaife Family Foundation 

$50,000 to $74,999
Make-A-Wish Board of Directors
Plum Borough School District
Spring 2021 Wish Heroes

$25,000 to $49,999
Cheers for Wishes
Children's Charity Softball Classic,   
      Erie
Coldwell Banker Realty
Disney Wishes Come True
Erie Insurance Group
Give Kids The World
Guardian Life Insurance Company
Audrey Hillman Fisher Foundation
Franklin County Truck Convoy
Earl Luttner
Glenn and Ruth Mengle Foundation
Moyer's Grove Campground and 
      Country RV
Olympic Athletic Club
Plum Senior High School
The Rutter's Companies
LeAnn Starner Annual Make-A-Wish 
      Fundraiser
Weakland Wreckers, LLC
Wheels for Wishes

$10,000 to $24,999
Acme Machine & Welding Company 
and Employees
Donald J. Bennett Run 4 A Wish

Cans for Wishes
Christianpalooza
Disney Party in a Box
DuBois Area Elementary Schools
DuBois Area Sr. High School
Duquesne University Miss Duquesne   
      Pageant/Alpha Sigma Tau
The Encova Foundation of 
      West Virginia
Erie Tec
Erie County Technical School
Hans and Leslie Fleischner Fund of 
      The Pittsburgh Foundation
Goldfish Swim School, Wexford
Holiday Park Elementary School
Honkus-Zollinger Foundation
Hopkins Family Fundraisers
John R. Hornbrook, Jr., Perpetual 
     Charitable Trust
John E. and Sue M. Jackson 
      Charitable Trust
Kanect Recycling
Richard B. Kasdan, M.D.
Komax Business Systems
Gail Epstein Kovler
David McKamish
NCAA Division II Schools
NFI Empire
Employees of Olympic Steel, Inc.
PA State Police Golf Tournament, 
      Gettysburg
Carol H. Paytas
Pickin' for Wishes
Employees of Pitt Ohio
Pivik Elementary School
Shelburne Charitable Foundation
South Hills Lincoln, Inc.
Steel City Motorcycle Company, L.P.
Sean Philipp Thornton Memorial 
      Foundation
Tournament of Dreamz Softball 
      Tournament
Tudor's Biscuit World
Walmart Foundation
Walmart Stores, Inc.
Wincore Windows & Doors

$5,000 to $9,999
9th Ward Republican Social Club
Employees of Almatis, Inc.
Altair Real Estate Services
Conor Amendola
American Legion Home Assoc. 
      Post 624
Melissa Anderson
Keith and Corinne Bentley 
       Family Fund
Berkshire Hathaway 
       HomeServices The Preferred 
       Realty
Brockway School District
Fred L. Burns, Inc.
Sean Campbell, M.D. 
Chi Omega, Phi Beta- University 
      of Pittsburgh
Employees of Clarion Sintered 
       Metals, Inc.
Clearfield Area School District
Community Foundation for the 
Ohio Valley H & O Barth 
      Foundation
Conewago Enterprises, Inc.
DSF Wealth Management 
      Group LLC
Jean Dubyak
The Duffy Family
The Dunlap Family and CentiMark 
      Corporation
Eddie Merlot's
Amy and Scott Fehrs
Forta Corporation
Franklin County Golf Tournament
GameStop
GKG Orthodontics
Goldfish Swim School, South Hills
Jeanne G. Hamilton & Lawson W. 
      Hamilton, Jr., Family 
      Foundation
Leon A. Hoffman
Jellystone Park at Kozy Rest
Families of Rich Jensen and 
      Jeff Landis, Jr.
Keck's Food Service Charity Classic
Kristi Boutique
Lake Wynonah Turkey Trot 5k
Lilliput Play Homes, Inc.
Damien Lynch & Family
Lynn Magnotti
Hazel Ruby McQuain Charitable 
      Trust
Duhn Mehta
Mountaineer Casino, Racetrack 
      and Resort
MPP Innovations Falls Creek
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Natali
North Hills High School Hands For 
      Service Club
Oklahoma Elementary School
Peach Bottom Atomic Power 
      Station Employees
PNC Foundation
Sandy Hose Company No. 1
Chad Delier Scanlon Memorial 
Fund of the Community 
       Foundation of the Alleghenies
Segal & Davis Family Foundation
Shepherd University
Sleep Number

The next newsletter will be sent in Fall 2022, but the donor list on 
our website –wish.org/greaterpawv – is always up-to-date. In the 
meantime, don’t forget to send us your email address for news and 
events. We will keep your address private.

The following lists cash and in-kind donations, totaling $4,400 and 
above for the months of September through December 2021. Tribute 
honorees totaling $500 or more are also listed. We extend our 
deepest appreciation to all of you. Should you discover an error or 
omission, please call us at 412.471.9474.

Whenever you donate online, please be sure to go through 
greaterpawv.wish.org. If you do, we will receive 100% of your 
donation – less a nominal administration fee. 



Chuck Leyh – Enterprise Bank
Carolyn Linsley
Nadia Luttner
Heather Lyke
Matthew Manning
Make-A-Wish Staff
MBM Contracting, Inc.
William B. McLaughlin Charitable 
      Trust
Mericle Foundation
Mr. Waterheater
Nicholas County Community
      Foundation
Paracca Interiors, Inc.
The Lewis A. and Donna M. Patterson 
      Charitable Foundation
Robert Peirce & Associates
Charles Peters Foundation
Phillips Family Foundation
PNC, Erie
Polish Citizens Club of DuBois
Premier Wealth Partners
Punxsy Pizza
Rex Heat Treat
Robertshaw Foundation
Rocco Rodriguez
W.L. Roenigk, Inc., Melwood Garage
Roland's Seafood Grill, RSG, Inc.
Randi and Nicholas Rumbaugh
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Simon
Mr. and Mrs. William P. Starr
The James R. and Cheryl B. Snyder  
      Family Charitable Fund
Tau Delta Chapter of Chi Omega, 
      Gettysburg College
Thorn Hill Tap House, Wexford, PA
Tradewinds Island Grand Beach 
      Resort
The Advisors of UBS Financial 
      Services, Inc.
Wasson Avenue Elementary School
Weidmann Family
Werner Lady Lumber Softball Team
WVU Medicine Children’s

In Memoriam
Richard Lee Beck
Donald J. Bennett
James S. Berry
Ruth A. Bobula
Christian Connolly
Sanford Darling
Danny Darr
Aaron M. Davies
Brett Doerfler
Amy E. Elliott
Joseph A. Fedyshyn
August Futryk
Michael Garaventa
Bertha and Louis Gaspredes
Allan F. Gerber
Paul T. Grieser
Jared Himes
Linda Hopkins
Mike Hopkins
Rich Jensen
William Kantner
Pauline Kapitan
Ronald W. Keck
Donald Kilpela, MD
Michael Klebak

Jeffrey Landis, Jr.
Daniel J. Ling
Bryan P. McClinton
Bernard L. McQuown
Donald W.  Molinaro
Charles Muzik
Ellen K. Palmer
Mark P. Rissinger
Michael D. Sapone
Chad Scanlon
Howard Snider
Simone Stefanelli
Sean P. Thornton
Laura Thorpe
Dutch Treitz
Buddy Wagoner
Doug Walker
Keith A.  Wright

In Honor
Jane Adamson
Conor J. Amendola
Laura and Anthony Benintend
Tony Benintend
Clients of DSF Wealth Management 
    Group LLC
Anna and Edward Dunlap
James Farro
Robin M. Goldsby
Business Association of Good 
    Orthodontics
Jaden R. Henry
Eric Johnson
Danielle and Tanner Jones
Kendall and Kevin Kendall
Kara and Pat Manion
Liam C. McCall
Levi McClane
Joanne M. Pasquinelli
Arnold Rhome
Aubrey C. Smith
Luke Stewart
Judith A. Stone
Clients and Referring Physicians
    of Tri-State Orthopaedics
Alexander Vasilakis
Ben, Lisa and Hudson Wyke
John Wyke
Kate and Mason Wyke
Tenants of YPM

Proceeds from the sale of 
your car, boat, motorcycle, 
SUV, RV or truck donation 

will help to bring joy 
to children with 
critical illnesses.

Call  855.675.9474 
or visit 

pittsburgh.wheelsforwishes.org

Did you know that travel 
is  the biggest wish

expense of Make-A-Wish® 
Greater Pennsylvania and 

West Virginia? 

Visit:
wish.org/greaterpawv/

airline-miles

You can help give 
wishes wings when 

you donate your 
unused air miles. 



Headquarters
Make-A-Wish
The Gulf Tower
707 Grant Street, Suite 3700
Pittsburgh, PA 15219-1938
412.471.9474
412.471.9705 fax

Regional Offices
Charleston, WV
304.342.9474
304.345.6568 (fax) 

Erie, PA
814.868.9474
814.866.0490 (fax)

Morgantown, WV
304.292.5600
304.292.5697 (fax)

Pottsville, PA
570.622.6962
570.622.3644 (fax)

Punxsutawney, PA
814.938.8888
814.938.3431 (fax)

Scranton, PA
570.341.9474
570. 341.9448 (fax)

York, PA
717.757.9474
717.840.0222 (fax)

Make-A-Wish® Greater Pennsylvania and West Virginia
The Gulf Tower
707 Grant Street, Suite 3700
Pittsburgh, PA 15219-1938
412.471.9474
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Our Mission

Make-A-Wish® Greater Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia creates life-changing wishes for children 

with critical illnesses. We are proud to have served 
more than 20,000 children in 57 Pennsylvania 

counties and West Virginia in our 38-year history.

Sign up to walk for 
Make-A-Wish®! 

Connect with Us
wish.org/greaterpawv email@greaterpawv.wish.org

Pittsburgh:
Saturday, May 7, 2022

7:30 a.m. 
Heinz Field-Gate A

Erie:
Saturday, June 4, 2022

7:30 a.m. 
Beach 11 at Presque Isle State Park

Register at: 
www.walkforahealthycommunity.org

Board of Directors
Chair
Jeremy Z. Kronman

Vice-Chair
Tracey T. Staley

Secretary
David R. Berk, Esq.

Treasurer
Leon A. Hoffman

Members
Melissa M. Anderson, CPA.
Linda Bakhshian
Susan Mosites Bicket
N. David Campbell
Sean Campbell, MD
Donald Jacobson
Susan E. Jaffe
Douglas R. Matthews
Lynn Miller
Greg Sbrocco
Jean Marie Tersak, MD
Christy L. Totin
Jeff Troutman

President and CEO
Judith Stone

Emeritus Board
Judge Alan N. Bloch
Anthony Bucci
Mark F. McKenna, Esq.


