
2020 ANNUAL REPORT

I wish to have 
 a play structure 
        Jaxson, 4 
         genetic disorder



Dear friend of Make-A-Wish Nebraska,

Thank you for continuing to deliver HOPE during these 

uncertain times. 

There is no doubt that 2020 was one of the most challenging 

years in Make-A-Wish history. Due to COVID-19, Make-A-Wish 

made the difficult decision to pause granting wishes that involve 

travel, in order to protect the health and safety of our wish kids and 

their families. However, we continued to grant many wishes for some 

very special children. These non-travel wishes included play structures, 

hot tubs, room redos, playhouses and shopping sprees. We’ve even 

granted some more unique wishes that are featured in this report, like a 

horse-drawn buggy, a utility terrain vehicle, and a player piano. 

We know hope is essential for a child battling a critical illness. As we 

continue through these unprecedented times, now more than ever we 

need to continue to shine a light of hope on those children who need it 

most.  Supporters, like you, have stepped in to renew hope for our wish 

kids. Through your support, you made an impact on the lives of our 

wish kids and their families for a happier and brighter future. 

THANK YOU!

Sincerely,

Brigette Young	 Tim McGill
President/CEO	 Board Chair

Together,
we create
life-changing
wishes for children
with critical
illnesses.

I wish to have a 
play structure 
  Carmenella, 4
  Wilm’s Tumor
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For John Paul, who was born with an extremely rare genetic disorder, 
each day was a miracle. Most children born with his diagnosis don’t 
live to birth because of extensive mental and physical abnormalities. 
He spent his first year of life in hospice care and was not expected to 
survive.

John Paul, who received his wish when he was 11 years old, 
defeated all odds and lived a stable life day to day. He was 
non-verbal and suffered from dangerous seizures his whole life. 

He enjoyed the outdoors, swimming, and anything to do with music, 
particularly the piano. “We had taken many afternoon outings to visit a 
department store where the piano was played for the customers while 
they shopped,” said John Paul’s mom. “Each time we went, he signaled 
his excitement of the performance by his laughter and smiles. Over 
the years, I have even tried taking piano lessons so I could play for him 
every day.” 

Music was a vital part of John Paul’s life and the primary inspiration for 
his unique wish. When John Paul was 10, he had a significant seizure 
and spent nine days in the ICU. During this time, his family reflected 
on how special he was and how special his wish needed to be. After 
thoughtful consideration it was determined a piano could give him 
hours of enjoyment every single day. 

John Paul received his magical wish and was gifted a self-playing piano. 
He was able to listen to over 10,000 songs and enjoyed listening to 
music together with his whole family. At any given moment, his wish 
provided him with stimulation, pure enjoyment, the world of music at 
his fingertips. Even with his recent passing, his family will be able to 
enjoy listening to music from the piano and cherish the memories of his 
wish and love for music for years to come.

John Paul’s Story



I wish to have 
 a player piano 
        John Paul, 11 
         genetic disorder



I wish to have  
a shopping spree 
        Nigella, 18 
         bone marrow transplant



Nigella was diagnosed at birth with sickle cell disease. Over the years, Nigella 
had to endure numerous doctors’ visits, hospital stays and blood transfusions. 
Currently, Nigella is recovering from a bone marrow transplant, which has not 
been easy especially during a pandemic.

With COVID-19, new health worries are present, bringing added vulnerability 
for wish kids and their families. For Nigella, she originally wanted her wish to 
be a trip to Walt Disney World® Resorts, but due to the public health concerns 
surrounding COVID-19, Nigella and her parents decided to change her wish to 
something she could enjoy immediately—a shopping spree!

“Nigella was more than happy to go on a shopping spree and when we heard 
about the limousine, we were sold,” said Nigella’s mom. She spent days making 
her list of items she wanted to buy and planning the stores she wanted to visit. 

Nigella’s wish provided hope for their whole family in so many ways. “Just 
knowing someone out there has a vision and a mission to help kids going 
through these difficult periods is like the Lord sending angels,” said Nigella’s 
dad. “When our child is happy, so are we.”

Nigella’s Story



Wish kid Hope was born with a heart defect. Doctors told her mom and dad 
they likely would only have between 10 hours and 10 days with her. Even with 
her prognosis, they determined surgery was something to at least try for their 
baby girl. This leap of “hope” paid off and Hope survived, but has dealt with many 
health issues throughout her life.

By the age of 10, Hope had been hospitalized multiple times and had more 
than 10 surgeries. The biggest blow was in May 2010 when the doctor noticed 
an enlarged liver during a routine appointment. Doctors found tumors called 
adenomas on her liver. The only treatment with a desired result would be a liver 
transplant. While going through the assessment process for a transplantation, 
doctors also found a heart problem with the valve and aorta which they needed 
to fix before the transplant. So in 5 months, Hope had major heart surgery, a 
serious staph infection, and a liver transplant. Additional surgeries followed. Daily 
medications are a part of her life. Now 20 years old, health issues continue to be 
part of Hope’s everyday life. 

Hope is a huge Harry Potter fanatic. When asked what her heartfelt wish would 
be, she decided to go to the Harry Potter Theme Park in Universal Studios®. It was 
truly the wish of a lifetime for Hope and something to look forward to while going 
through such hard and difficult times. 

Aside from going to the Harry Potter Theme Park as her one true wish, they also 
went to all the other Disney® parks and received the ROYAL treatment at the Give 
Kids the World® Resort where many of our wish families stay.

“Wishes are important because it gives sick kids like me the chance to make 
memories that will last a lifetime... It gives us a time of joy and excitement when 
things look so difficult and sad. It gives kids like me a special time to celebrate 
the good things in life rather than dwelling on health issues. It gives us “HOPE” to 
continue fighting.” Wish kid Hope

Why are wishes important? Why should you care? Because they give wish kids, 
like Hope, the HOPE they need to continue persevering through the darkest 
moments of their life.

Hope’s Story



I wish to go to 
Walt Disney World® 
        Hope, 11 
         liver transplant
        (wish granted in 2011)



Wishes in Flight 
For children with critical illnesses, wish trips provide a 
much-needed escape from grueling medical treatments 
and doctor visits. Every mile donated helps wish kids 
and their families travel to destinations around the 
world. And although wish travel is currently on hold due 
to public health concerns, once donated, your miles will 
never expire and can be used to support future wishes 
across the country. This is just one simple way you can 
help grant a life-changing wish experience. Visit  
wish.org/airline-miles to make an individual cash 
donation or to donate your points or miles from 
American Airlines, United, JetBlue or Delta Air Lines. 

Monthly Giving
Your monthly gift can help grant wishes all year long! 
You can become a monthly giving donor and make a big 
difference for local children – transforming lives, one 
wish at a time – every month of the year. Visit  
wish.org/nebraska/donate to sign up today!

More Ways to Grant Wishes

To keep up to date on all the ways you can support local wish kids, sign up for our monthly newsletter! You can 
sign up by visiting wish.org/nebraska and clicking “Sign up for our newsletter” toward the bottom of the web page. 



Wheels for Wishes 
Your unwanted car can do more good than you thought 
possible when you donate it to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish Nebraska! Wheels for Wishes 
accepts nearly all cars running or not. Whether you have 
a car, boat, RV or motorcycle, you can donate it today to 
benefit your local wish kids! For more information, visit 
wheelsforwishes.org/nebraska.

Donate Stock
Giving stock doesn’t just help the children we serve: It 
also helps you. A gift of appreciated stock to the Make-
A-Wish Foundation® can benefit you in two ways: you 
receive a charitable income tax deduction for the full 
fair market value of the securities, and at the same time 
you may avoid capital gains taxes on appreciated stock. 
This helps stretch your gift even further and helps us 
grant more wishes. Visit wish.org/stock to learn more. 

* The information provided is not intended as legal or tax 
advice. For such advice, please consult an attorney or tax 
advisor.

More Ways to Grant Wishes

To keep up to date on all the ways you can support local wish kids, sign up for our monthly newsletter! You can 
sign up by visiting wish.org/nebraska and clicking “Sign up for our newsletter” toward the bottom of the web page. 



Make-A-Wish Nebraska is funded entirely on private contributions. Every gift is important to the 
Foundation and our ability to carry out our mission to grant wishes. Due to space limitations, only gifts 
of $500 or more are listed in this report. This report is also available on wish.org/nebraska. For more 
information or to report an error, please contact Make-A-Wish at 800-760-9474. The following generous 
donors contributed monetary or in-kind gifts during our fiscal year, Sept. 1, 2019 to Aug. 31, 2020.

$50,000+
AC Nelsen RV World
Blue Jean Ball 
Classic Rock 105.9 Radiothon 
Doris Johnson Estate
Dorothy B Davis Family Foundation
Give Kids the World®

Kearney Fundraising Dinner & Auction 
Lincoln Wish Ball
The Home Agency/Jim and Sharri 

Baldonado
Truck Center Companies Golf Tournament 
Walt Disney World® Resorts

$15,000 – $49,999
B 107.3
Backyard Playworld
Bozell
Broadmoor Development Co
Channel 8 KLKN-TV
Chi Omega Kappa Chapter Wing Fling
Daws, Inc
Debby Durham Family Foundation
Jani-King
Jess Hull
Johnny Carson Foundation
Ila Jean Price Estate
KFRX Wheels for Wishes
Lincoln Young Leaders Council Wine Whiskey 

& Wishes 
Lindsay Corporation™ 
MI Properties, LLC
Shawn & Michelle Murdock
John and Susie Nelson
Pinnacle Bancorp, Inc

The Rob and Chasity Stewart Charitable 
Foundation

Sheraton Waikiki
Jon and Julie Smith
Kenny & Ramona Soejoto
Subaru Share the Love® Campaign
Trusted Choice

$7,500 – $14,999
AGP®

Melodee Anderson
Aqua Palace Spas & Pools
Arram Family Foundation
Dr. Michael & Danielle Ash
BMG Certified Public Accountants, LLP
Gary & Nancy Byrne
Carpet Land
Community Services Fund of NE
Cornerstone Staffing
Dave & Buster’s Omaha
Brian & Terri Elliott
Frankel Zacharia LLC
Fremont Bowling Tournament
Fusion Medical Staffing®

Gene’s Auto & Truck Services, Inc
Give to Lincoln Day
Heider Family Foundation
Steve & Jill Hornady
Michael & Lauren Hupp
Hutcheson Engineering
Jewelers Charity for Children
Koley Jessen  PC, LLO
Lincoln High School
McGill Restoration
Morgan Stanley 
Nebraska Association of Student Councils
Nebraska Medicine®

NTV

Thank you to our generous
Donors & Supporters



North Platte High School
Larry & Linda Pearson
Rogers Foundation
Silverstone Group Inc
Soener Foundation
Phelps Memorial Health Center
Travel & Transport, Inc
Reginald & Marie Troncone 

Endowed Fund
Wheels 4 Wishes
Zurich American Insurance Co

$5,000 – $7,499 
All Community Events/Turkey Trot 

& Great Run Across Nebraska
Doug & Kim Alvine
American Laboratories
Judy K. Andrews Estate
Mike Bosco
Box Butte General  Hospital
Ron & Carol Cope Foundation
William & Lizabeth Crosson
Cushman & Wakefield/The Lund 

Company
Darland Construction Company
John and Eileen Doherty 

Foundation
Elkhorn South High School
William & Jane Dugan
Farmers Underwriters Association
Edward Jones
Ewerth & Associates, CPA, PC
Nebraska Agents Association/Farm 

Bureau Financial Services
First Lutheran Church
Fremont Contract Carriers, Inc
Hillcrest Country Club
Kiewit Companies Foundation
Kinder Porter Scott Family 

Foundation
David & Candi Kirkwood
Jack & Stephanie Koraleski
Kevin C Tang Family Trust
Gale & Susan Larsen
Lockton® Companies
May L Flanagan Foundation, Inc
McCook Community Hospital
MyStaff Inc
Nebraska Distributing Co
Parker Family Foundation

Michael & Amy Riggs
Edward and Lida Robinson 

Charitable Trust
Scheels® Sporting Goods
Sid Dillon Chevrolet-Fremont, Inc
Singer Family Foundation
States Resources Corp
Robert H Storz Foundation
Ann & Robert Stratton
Taylor & Martin, Inc
Randy & Beth Throener
Ultra Air, LLC
Union Bank & Trust® Company
Valmont® Industries, Inc
VIP Limousine
Werner Enterprises
West Pharmaceutical Services

$2,500 – $4,999 
Abes Trash Service, Inc
Al Brown Charitable Fund
American National Bank
Ameritas® Charitable Foundation
ART F/X
Aseracare Hospice Foundation
Baxter Shared Services, LLC
Baxter Toyota Lincoln
Wade Behlen
Bland Cares Foundation
Bryan Health
Bow Investments LLC
Calvin L Hinz Architects
Sal & Mary Kay Carta
Casey’s General Stores
CBRE Dana Magid Development
CerescoBank
Children’s Hospital and Medical 

Center Omaha
Cobalt Credit Union™
David & Megan Darlington
Marie Daubert
Deck The Walls
Douglas Holdings, LLC
Paul & Sandy Epstein
Dennis Eden
Edgar & Frances Reynolds 

Foundation
Kelly & Vern Ehlers
Kathy Evans
Fiserv
First National Bank
Brett Frevert

General Dynamics
Give Where You Live - Kearney
Jerrie & Phil Glassman
Dr. Randall Goldfish
Grand Hyatt® Kauai Resort
Grand Island Crop 
Great Western Bank® 

Gregg Young Chevrolet, Inc
Tim & Tonia Hassinger
Hawkins Family Foundation
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Erik & Amy Johnson
Jeff and Kari Jorth
Kearney Powersports Roll ‘n Ride
Chris & Natalie Kelsay
Brian & Lisa Ketcham
Lamp, Rynearson & Associates, Inc
Judith Larsen Estate
Debra Layman
Jeffrey Lehms
Lincoln Federal Savings Bank Golf 

Tournament
George & Anna Little
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Luxaire®

Majors Plastics
Manzitto Real Estate, LLC
Kurt & Mary Matis
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Dr. Rachel McCann
McCarthy Capital Corporation
Tim & Jodie McGill
Ashley & Matthew McMahon
Meyers-Carlisle-Leapley 

Construction Co, Inc
MH Equipment
Millard South High School
Millard West High School
Mutual of Omaha® Insurance 

Company
NCAA® 
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Olsson® 

Olsson® Family Foundation
Omaha Gun Club LLC
Omahawks Air Show
OrthoNebraska
Bill & Susan Peel
Pella® Windows and Doors
Amy & Ross Pfingsten

Donors & Supporters



Plattsmouth High School
Greg and Carrie Reitmeier
Richard & Karen Rhoads
Rembolt Ludtke LLP
Renaissance Charitable 

Foundation, Inc
Roughriders Charities
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Sheraton Maui
Kevin & Teresa Siebert
Southwest Airlines® 
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Contracting Inc
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Community Health Charities
John Hancock® Life Insurance 

Company
Thrivent® Financial for Lutherans

$1,000 – $2,499
Jack & Kayla Abel
Adams Land & Cattle Co.
Susan Abler
Dean & Gaylene Aden
Air Conditioning Utilities, Inc
All Road Barricades, Inc
Allstate® Giving Campaign
Becky Jo & Allen Anderson
Dr. John Andresen
James & Pamela Arbuckle
Arlington Public School
Avis® Rent A Car
Deanna & Thomas Ballard
David & Joanna Baxter
Nancy Beitenman
Bellevue Bicycle Club
Ryan & Traci Beasley
Rick & Nancee Berger
Katie & Clete Blakeman
Veronica Bormann
Dr. John & Linda Bramblett
Lucas, Kelli & Rainan Brase
Richard Buggy

Cassem, Tierney, Adams, Gotch & 
Douglas

Cattle Bank & Trust
Charitable Adult Rides & Services, Inc 

(CARS)
Chi Omega Zeta Delta (Omaha)
CFO Systems, LLC
Cole Information
Michael & Linda Collins
Corwin Toyota
CORE Bank
Tim & Mary Crockett
Cross Makers
Jerry & Ann Crouse
Cunningham’s Journal
Custom Machine & Tooling
Robert and Jennifer Cygan
DTN, LLC
Brian & Lisa Diedrichsen
Susan Dudley
DuTeau Chevrolet Company
Mary Anne Dworak
East Penn Manufacturing Co, Inc
Gerald Egermier
Jim & Joy Eggleston
Election Systems & Software
Matt Elwood
Bradley & Sara Ewerth
Michael Fahey
James & Marsha Fairbanks
Scott & Jane Felber
Robert Felten
Stan & Gail Ferris
First Westroads Bank
Carrie & Roger Fitzke
Five Points Bank
Todd & Amy Foje
Fraternal Order of Eagles York Aerie No 

3990
Fraternal Order of Eagles
Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie #3912
Fred & Sally Bekins Foundation
Friend Freightways, Inc
Jay & Trina Frisbie
Gallup® Organization
Game Stop® 
Gary & Kathy Gates
Global Impact - Pitney Bowes
Go Big Give Grand Island
Mike & Jean Hamik
Dr. Steven & Amy Haskett
Brandon Hegge
James Heinke
Steve & Deana Hendrickson
Sharon & Michael Hier-Duffin
Hier-Duffin & Assoc
Kelly & Karree Hillman
Dr. Carmen Hill-Grant

Peter & Wendy Hind
Holland Basham Architects
Holm’s Radiator, LLC
Leona Houdek
Ann & Aron Huddleston
Jana & John Hughes
Hughes Brothers
Jennifer & Greg Hulsey
J & A Services
Perry’s Place/JAX Inc
Veryl & Barbara Jessen
Judson & Kaye Jesske
Kellie & Craig Johnson
Kearney Regional Medical Center, LLC
Kearney Public Schools
Chad & Carie Kelsay
Mary Lynn & Ed Kentch
Dennis Ketter
Minhwan Kim
Bryan Stava & Dr. Angie Kratochvil-Stava
The  Vincent and Marie Kreifels Family 

Foundation
Scott Krier
Cole & Shelby Krejci
John & Shirley Laflin
Suzie & Michael Lawler
Drs. Darek & Karla Lester
Lincoln East High School
Lincoln Industries® 
Lincoln Southeast High School
Lincoln Southwest High School
Jacob Lock
William & Sally Lundell
Jan Lutz
Malcolm Public Schools
Marcus Theatres
Markel® Corporation
Aimee & Tye Marquardt
Daniel & Michele Martin
The McCarthy Redland Family 

Foundation
Ray C McKinley Family Foundation 

Agency
Patrick & Alicia McMahon
Mark & Linda McQueen
Mark & Renee Miller
Miller Properties & Affiliates
George & Jill Morrissey
Kenneth Muchmore
Sandeep Mukherjee
Dr. Sean & Candice Mullendore
Nebraska Furniture Mart® 
Nelnet® Inc/Allo® 
Tom & Janet Nichting
NOYDB Properties, LLC
Old Market Limo
Mindy & Jason Oman
Brent & Erin O’Mara

Donors & Supporters



OnTrac® 
Gary & Gloria Oxley
Papillion-La Vista South High School
Papillion-La Vista High School
Ryan & Dr. Mara Paradis
Parker Hannifan
Paul & Mary Parr
Paulsen Inc
Joyce Pauley
Gary & Darlene Pebley
Tom & Rhonda Peed
Jason & Karah Perdue
Pester Marketing Company
Terry & Hollye Peterson Foundation
Dan Pink
Scott & Lisa Phillips
Harley Davidson Roll n’ Ride
Redshaw Paint Supply, Inc
Linda & John Reigle
Marlene Ricketts
Scott & Vonnie Roetzel
Ronco Construction
Zac Rustad
Lonnie Saltz
Sam’s Club® #8146
Jacob Scheer
Terry & Janell Schutte
Schuyler Central High School
Van & Barbara Springer
Deb & Kip Squire
Security National Bank
Chris & Deanna Siewert
Mark & Mildred Simcox
Jon & Heather Simons
Smithfield® Foods
Shauna Soulliere
Standard Nutrition Company® 
William & Sharon Stauffer
Michael Steigleder Services Inc
Stewart Farms
John & Jennifer Stilley
Ken & Ann Stinson
Superior High School
Superman’s Hero Christmas Concert 
Swedean & Company CPA
Kurt & Parrish Throckmorton
Shawn Turechek
Brian Timmerman
Brad & Carrie Tolstedt
Turbo Solutions
Unite Private Networks™, LLC
UnitedHealthcare® of the Midlands
Walmart #2784
Walmart #3152
Walmart #4139
Water Tree Ventures LLC
Eric & Carrie Weber

Devon Wegner
West Gate Bank® 
Wilber-Clatonia High School
Woodhouse Auto 
Woods & Aitken Law Firm LLP
Brigette & Tony Young
Thomas Zuk

$500 – $999
Action Plumbing, Heating & Air 

Conditioning
Floyd Akins
Amazon Smile Foundation
Auto Body Supply Inc
Autographix
Badger Body & Truck Equipment Co, Inc
Sharolyn Beck
Bernstein
Claude & Karen Berreckman
Drs. Philip & Mary Bierman
David Blair
Dr. Timothy Blecha
Blue Cross Blue Shield® of Nebraska
Brian & Vicki Boeshe
Boltinghouse Homes LLC
Kellis Bostic
Jessica & Ryan Brabec
Jamie Bradley
Sharon & Rick Brandt
William & Beverly Breyfogle
Stacy Brigham
Jeffery Burch
Gene & Norita Byrne
Mary Cabela
Bill & Patty Calhoun
CarMax® Foundation
Dr. Jeffrey Carstens
Catholic Health Initiatives
Tyson Chambers
Andrea & Mark Chapin
Children’s Home Health Care
Anne Cech
Lois Chandler
Noel & Melinda Chandler
Cheri Christensen 
Kevin & Kimara Clark
Travis & Annette Clark
Toby Clayton
Archie & Abby Clutter
Dr. Paul Collicott
Comfort Family Chiropractic
Douglas & Susan Couron
Kathleen & Fred Crane
Charlotte Curry
Brian Day
Jody & Bryon Decker
Mark Deras
Jack & Terri Diesing
Verna Dibbern
Disney® Worldwide Services, Inc
Natalie Donkersgoed
Jason Dugger
David & Kristina Dunham
Dvorak Law Group

Tiffany Gilpin
Glenwood Elementary School
Eakes Office Plus
Eastview Family Dental
Marilyn Eihusen
Element Omaha Midtown
Elkhorn High School
Ellerbrock-Norris
Emerald Limousine Service™
Enterprise Holdings® Hawaii
Anna & Scott Feddersen
Deb & Robert Fenton
Fifty NYC Hotel
John & Tracy Finocchiaro
Tate & Denise Fitzgerald
Larry & Machele Foxworthy
Marta & John Frey
Frontier Bank
Dwight Frost
Jeff Geissinger
Michael Gilliam
Drs. Diane & Stephen Gilles
Giving Tuesday
Michael & Joyce Glaser
Lisa Glathar
Christopher Goble
Joseph Grasse
Jane Green
Cheryl Haffke
Joe Hames
Jacqueline Harral
Harlan County Health System
Heavy Duty Rebuilders Supply, Inc
Jennifer Herroon
Carol Hester
Jason & Allison Hillyard
Jeff & Linda Hogrefe
Horsemen’s Park
Carter & Jennifer Hubbard
Ted & Lynda Hughes
I-Go Van & Storage
Idea Bank Marketing
Innerspace Luxury Products LLC
Dean & Maria Jacobsen
Alisa & Michael James
Craig & Elizabeth Jessen
Eric Johnson
Margaret Jones
Kauai Sea Tours
Kernen Partners
Zach Kirchmann
Jeff & Peggy Klostermeyer
Rick Knihal Agency
Lori & Reed Koeppe
Kohl’s® Department Stores, Inc
Jeff & Peg Kriha
Laurie Krone
Nathan Kruse
Scot & Donna Larson
Leadership Resources
Michael & Shirley Leibert
Lincoln North Star High School
Lincoln Regulators
Randy Lock

Donors & Supporters



Mark & Michelle Pieper
Pleasanton Seed Service, Inc.
Rod & Loretta Pollard
Gwen & Richard Porter
Ray Potts
David & Kathleen Pugel
Raymond Central Schools
Gordon & Kathryn Reifschneider
Marjorie Rhynalds
Scott & Cortney Rile
Del & Larue Roberts
Gary Roberts
Eric Ruskamp
Sam’s Club® 6461
Patty Scheel
Kenton & Christy Schegg
Natan & Hannah Schwalb
Sea World® 
Security First Bank
Security National Bank
Dr. Ken & Lynda Shaffer
Sean Shaeffer
Peggy Shalla
Cory Shaw
Kevin & Jenny Sherrill
Jason Siebert
Alan & Amy Siemek
Anne Simon
Randy & Becky Sorensen
South Sioux City High School
Ann & Jess Spotanski
Sports for Kids Foundation
Sharon Stanner
Chasity & Rob Stewart
Melanie Stover

Marcie Swanson
Matt & Janelle Swanson
Kerry & Susan Svejkovsky
Jeff Thielen
James Thompson
Thrasher™, Inc
UNICO Group Inc
United Way™ Greater Twin Cities
U-Pull It
Denny & Arlene Van Horn
Shannon & Cory Vandewege
Becky & Dr. Van Vahle
Greg & Karen VanDyke
Tom Vann
Donald & JoAnn Volenec
Amber Walker
Brian & Tina Wanner
Walmart #1585
Walmart #2432
Walmart #3267
Walmart #3823
Walmart #4322
William & Carol Weaver
Kevin Welsh
Dallas & Carolyn Wegner
Weller Truck Parts, LLC
Lisa Williams
Caitlin Wills
Jason & Megan Woita
Woerner Wire Works, Inc.
Rocky Wray
John & Melanie Wright
Morgan & Kyle Yardley
Michael Zack

A special thank you to those who gave to Make-A-Wish
in recognition of loved ones

Logan View High School
John & Melodie Loostrom
James & Mindy Lubeck
Mark & Kylie Lureen
Dean Lux
Lyle’s Tires
Jack Maranville
Emily & Tom Marston
Josh & Kelsey Maurer
Max’s Body Shop, Inc
Clifford & Bridget McDow
Jesse & Charli Meinberg
Jerry & Jane Meis
Thomas & Lisa Metzker
Ben Miller
Kevin Miller
Susy & Scott Miller
Alex Morton
Bill & Deb Motzer
Michael & Kamra Murphy
Trey & Jennifer Mytty
Daniel & Korinna Naranjo
Stacey & Mark Nelson
Amber Newsom
Rob Nicks
Tony Nienas
Old Chicago® 
Old World Industries, LLC
Drs. David & Lynn Olson
Omaha Oral Surgery Bowling 

Tournament
Robert & Sara O’Neil
Robert & Lynne Ortlieb
Peter Parkert
Patterson Family Foundation

In Honor of
Michael  Abramson
Dr. Michael Ash
Nicholas Foxworthy
Avery Kester
River L. Maranville
Benjamin Metzler
Michael Reigle
Grady Simants

In Memory of
Jackson Arens
Karen Beck
Ashley Carter
Brinkley Chandler
Michelle Deras
Kyle Elliott
Zavier Escobar
Sharon Hansen
Helen Hempel

David W. Hojnacke
John Keefe
Jim Killips
Steven Klostermeyer
Roger Layman
Chuck McGinn
Mavis Mohlman
Margie Nichols
Rochelle Nickel

Alex Oxley
Stuart Pauley
Norma Petska
Anna Pfahl
Kathy Poore
Timothy Reigle
Larry Rhynalds
Jean Rock
Don Rogert

Donors & Supporters Financial Statement

Lynne Rustad
Alyce Schaffran
Allison Shiverdecker
Jeff Simcox
Hannah Sindelar
Nathan C.	Waite
Roger B. Whitefoot

This Annual Report is dedicated to our Wish Kids who passed away during the fiscal year.

Forever in Our Hearts.



Audited financial statement for Fiscal Year 2020 (September 1, 2019 – August 31, 2020)

 If you would like a copy of the full CliftonLarsonAllen audit, please contact the Make-A-Wish Nebraska office or visit wish.org/nebraska

				    TOTALRevenues, gains, and other support:
	 Public Support:
		  Contributions	 1,705,710 		
		  Grants	 200,611 		
			   Total public support	 1,906,321 
	 Internal special events	 698,549 		
		  Less costs of direct benefits to donors	 (-67,588)
			   Total internal special events	 630,961	
Investment income (Loss), net	 426,585 	
Other income		 12,340
Net assets released from restrictions	 –
			   Total revenues, gains, and other support	 2,976,167 
Expenses:
	 Program services – Wishgranting:	 1,939,472 
			   Total program services	 1,939,472 
	 Support services:	
		  Fundraising	 347,064 		
		  Management and general	 208,025 
			   Total support services	 555,089 
			   Total program and support services expenses	 2,494,561 
			   Change in net assets	 481,606 

Net assets, beginning of the year, as adjusted	 8,500,228 
Net assets, end of the year	 8,981,834 

Financial Statement

7878%%
Wishgranting

14%
Administration

8%
Fundraising

Even with the challenges created by the COVID-19 
pandemic, Make-A-Wish Nebraska never wavered 
from our mission and continued to grant wishes 
for children in Nebraska with critical illnesses.



Wyatt, 14	 brain tumor	 I wish to go on a Hawaiian Cruise	 Roca
Christian, 14	 nervous system disorder	 I wish to go to Mahoney State Park	 Omaha
Nyeilah, 19	 nervous system disorder	 I wish to have a shopping spree	 Omaha
Caitlin, 4	 leukemia	 I wish to go to Walt Disney World®	 Gretna
Robert, 6	 genetic disorder	 I wish to go to Walt Disney World®	 Omaha
Fenton, 12	 cancer	 I wish to go to Hawaii	 Hastings
Emily, 3	 leukemia	 I wish to go to Walt Disney World®	 Crete
Seth, 11	 genetic disorder	 I wish to go to Walt Disney World®	 Omaha
Sabrina, 4	 leukemia	 I wish to go to Walt Disney World®	 Lincoln
Kailey, 5	 cancer	 I wish to go to Walt Disney World®	 Plattsmouth
Jakob, 15	 leukemia	 I wish to go to NYC	 Omaha
Wyatt, 7	 gentic disorder	 I wish to go to CoCo beach & see the ocean	 Omaha
 Jackson, 11	 lymphoma	 I wish to go to Walt Disney World®	 Seward
Joslyn, 7	 nervous system disorder	 I wish to go to Walt Disney World®	 Firth
Kaiden, 14	 nervous system disorder	 I wish to go to Walt Disney World®	 Bellevue
Deighten, 17	 neuromuscular disorder	 I wish to have a shopping spree	 Macy
Carter, 14	 neurological disorder	 I wish to go on a Disney Cruise Line®	 Gothenburg
Martin, 17	 leukemia	 I wish to have my truck refurbished 	 Omaha
Ariannah, 8	 nervous system disorder	 I wish to have a Barbie Dream Camper® and supplies	 Ord
Autumn, 5	 nervous system disorder	 I wish to have an outdoor space with shade & swing	 O’Neill
Ricardo, 10	 nervous system disorder	 I wish to go to Walt Disney World®	 South  Sioux City
Kyleah, 5	 cancer	 I wish to go to Walt Disney World®	 Omaha
Eily, 6	 congenital heart disease	 I wish to go to Walt Disney World®	 Omaha
Zachary, 18	 lymphoma	 I wish to go to Walt Disney World®	 Plattsmouth
Alyzabeth, 7	 nervous system disorder	 I wish to go to Walt Disney World®	 Papillion
Rex, 4	 nervous system disorder	 I wish to go to Walt Disney World®	 Norfolk
Sofia, 17	 brain tumor	 I wish to go to Costa Rica	 Gering
Jared, 19	 nervous system disorder	 I wish to go to Walt Disney World®	 Alda
Leevi, 7	 congenital heart disease	 I wish to go to Hawaii	 Omaha
Emily, 7	 leukemia	 I wish to go to NYC	 Madrid
Keagan, 8	 lung transplant	 I wish to go to Walt Disney World®	 Norfolk
Phoebe, 6	 congenital disorder	 I wish to go to Walt Disney World®	 Norfolk
Alexus, 18	 cancer	 I wish to go to Walt Disney World®	 Omaha

NAME, AGE	 ILLNESS	 WISH 	 HOMETOWN



Walt Disney World® Resort/Land®......... 24
Shopping Spree..............................................9
Camper.............................................................6
Domestic Travel..............................................4
Hawaii...............................................................4
Room Makeover/Sensory Room.................4
Disney Cruise Line® ......................................3
Play Structure..................................................2
International Travel........................................1

Carter, 15	 neuromuscular disorder	 I wish to go on a Disney Cruise Line®	 Auburn
Cade, 5	 cancer	 I wish to go to Walt Disney World®	 Scottsbluff
River, 12	 leukemia	 I wish to go to Hawaii	 Lincoln
Quinn, 4	 genetic disorder	 I wish to have a camper	 Papillion
Sydney, 3	 nervous system disorder	 I wish to have a hot tub	 Ceresco
Oakley, 6	 genetic disorder	 I wish to have a sensory room and items	 Scottsbluff
Jace, 6	 nervous system disorder	 I wish to have sensory items	 Hastings
Jada, 13	 nervous system disorder	 I wish to have a room redo with sensory items	 Grand Island
Elijah, 17	 cancer	 I wish to have a utility terrain vehicle	 Bruning
John Paul, 11	 genetic disorder	 I wish to have a player piano	 Omaha
Jaxson, 4	 genetic disorder	 I wish to have a play structure	 Papillion
Terry, 6	 brain tumor	 I wish to have a shopping spree	 Ogallala
Andrew, 6	 congenital heart disease	 I wish to have a camper	 Papillion
Nigella, 18	 bone marrow transplant	 I wish to have a shopping spree	 Omaha
Avanna, 11	 nervous system disorder	 I wish to have a camper	 Hastings
Joseph, 17	 lymphoma	 I wish to have a shopping spree	 Omaha
Ellie, 4	 leukemia	 I wish to have a play structure	 Waverly
Kayleigh, 18	 cystic fibrosis	 I wish to have a shopping spree	 Elkhorn
Brayden, 7	 leukemia	 I wish to have a camper	 Bellevue
Evangeline, 3	 nervous system disorder	 I wish to have a sensory room and items	 Omaha
Bradley, 14	 neuromuscular disorder	 I wish to have a shopping spree	 Omaha
Celeste, 7	 congenital heart disease	 I wish to have a camper	 Papillion

NAME, AGE	 ILLNESS	 WISH 	 HOMETOWN

Fiscal Year 2020 was an 
unprecedented year for wishes. 
Although the first half of fiscal year 
2020 started out normal, due to 
COVID-19, Make-A-Wish made the 

difficult decision to pause granting 
wishes that involve travel in 
order to protect the health 

and safety of our wish kids. However, 
we continued granting wishes such 
as play structures, hot tubs, room 
redo’s, playhouses and shopping 
sprees. Despite the circumstances, 
64 children in Nebraska were able to 
experience the power of a wish come 
true this year.  

Hot Tub.............................................................1
Barbie Dream Camper with Barbies..........1
Utility Terrain Vehicle....................................1
Refurbished Truck..........................................1
Outdoor Space with Swing..........................1
Player Piano.....................................................1
Horse-Drawn Buggy......................................1

Total Wishes in FY20...................64



wish.org/nebraska 
800-760-WISH (9474)

To refer a child, visit wish.org/nebraska

Headquarters
(New Address)

1005 South 107th Avenue, Suite 102
Omaha, NE 68114

Lincoln satellite office
8033 South 15th Street, Suite B

Lincoln, NE 68512

Kearney satellite office
412 East 25th Street, Suite D 

Kearney, NE 68847

/MakeAWishNebraska

@MakeAWishNE

@makeawishnebraska

To keep up to date on all the work we do, sign up for our  monthly newsletter!
Visit wish.org/nebraska and click“Sign up for our newsletter” toward the bottom of the web page. 


