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For three-year-old Axel of Edmond, WV, nothing 
brings a smile to his face like the sound of a fire engine 
ready to save the day. 

“He gathers up his fire trucks and spends hours laying on 
the floor or on the couch playing with them and making 
the sounds,” said Axel’s mom, Melissa. “He gets so excited 
when he sees one on TV or when we are out. He watches 
out the windows at the hospital, hoping just to see one."

When Axel was first met by his Make-A-Wish® volunteers, 
he knew that he wanted to be just like his heroes—ready to 
take on any challenge that came his way. So, like any brave 
firefighter in the making, he wished to have his very own 
fire engine play set. 

On the day of his wish, Axel could not contain his 
excitement as his fire truck play set was being installed in 
his family’s yard. 

“He spotted it through the living room window and then 
ran to the door, yelling, ‘Mom! Mom! There's a fire truck,’” 
said Melissa. “He had to go straight out on the porch and 
watch them.”

The giant, red wooden engine came complete with ladders, 
a climbing wall, a lookout, a curvy yellow slide and most 
importantly—a steering wheel. Donning his fire chief hat 
and uniform, Axel immediately took to the driver’s seat 
of his play set, ready for rescue missions and adventures 
ahead. 

In this moment,  Axel was not thinking about his treatments 
for his blood disorder or wondering when he would have 
to stay at the hospital again. Axel could just be the hero 
that he had always wanted to be.

“Having a child with a critical illness is hard on the heart, 
but the love from so many for Axel means so much to 
our family,” Melissa said. “We are very blessed that our 
community came together to ensure Axel’s wish was 
granted. We’ll always be forever thankful to everyone who 
made this wish possible.”

Axel's wish began with hope. And hope begins 
with you. Help support wishes today at 
wish.org/greaterpawv/donate.

Rescue
Axel to the



Then NOW
As you know, wishes are more than just ‘nice’ things, they’re moments that offer children a chance to feel free from 
the struggles of their critical illnesses. A wish allows a child to build strength, feel joy and most importantly, regain hope 
for the future. Every so often, wish families will update us on their family since their child’s wish. And with every letter and 
photo we receive, it’s very clear that the emotional and physical impact of a wish is truly life-changing. 

In 2018, seven-year-old Anna was granted her 
wish to visit the Happiest Place on Earth—the Walt 
Disney World® Resort. While at the park, she rode 
her favorite rides, saw amazing shows and met all 
her favorite Disney characters. After having spent 
several months indoors and at the hospital to treat 
her leukemia diagnosis, Anna was beyond thrilled 
to finally have a family vacation filled with laughter 
and excitement. Now, Anna is 10 years old and 
always up for new adventures and vacations in 
the sun.

Back in 2017, Eddie was granted his one-true-
wish to have a Mickey Mouse playhouse in his 
own backyard. Eddie was only five years old when 
his wish was granted, and prior to that, he was 
diagnosed with a rare brain tumor. But on Eddie’s 
wish day, he didn’t think about his condition, he 
was just ecstatic to play with all of his friends and 
family. Now, Eddie is nine years old and is thriving, 
not letting his condition slow him down. 

&

Happiest Place on Earth

Playhouse Party

2018 NOW

2017

Anna

NOWEddie

Hope is essential for children with critical 

illness, and you can unlock its life-changing power 
today. Help make wishes come true.

I wish to have a  
backyard makeover

Kylie, 12 
cancer

Celebrate a world of wishes 
on  World Wish Day®

April 29, 2021

DONATE TODAY AT 
WISH.ORG/GREATERPAWV
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Wishes Transform Lives

We received a letter from wish mom Sarah Baylor. Her 
daughter, Amanda, was granted her wish to go to the Walt 
Disney World® Resort in 2002. Since her wish trip, Amanda 
is now 22 years old and is currently working towards her 
career to become an astrophysicist. See what Amanda’s 
mom said about their experience with Make-A-Wish®: 

Dear Make-A-Wish,

I’m writing to give an update on my daughter, Amanda. 
She was diagnosed with leukemia at two years old in May 
of 2000 and began treatment at Hershey Medical, which 
lasted two and a half years. Amanda became a “wish kid” 
in 2002 and was granted a trip to Disney in October. We 
had an absolutely magical time and were so grateful you 
granted her wish! She endured two and a half years of 
chemotherapy, successfully completed her treatment and 
follow-up, and is now a survivor!

Amanda just graduated summa cum laude from 
Dickinson College with a degree in Physics. She is moving 
to Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in a few weeks to attend grad 
school with a goal to earn her doctorate and become an 
astrophysicist. She may even go to space someday!

I want to thank Make-A-Wish, its volunteers  and donors 
for being an important part of her life and contributing to her well-being during a very difficult part 
of her childhood. I hope it warms your hearts to hear a happy ending to a wish child’s illness that 
has opened up to limitless possibilities for her adult life. Literally, the sky’s the limit for this future 
astrophysicist! Thank you for being a part of her success and helping to shape her character. She 
truly knows what it means to give to and help others. 

-Sarah Baylor, Wish Mom

A HEARTFELT THANK YOU FROM 
WISH MOM SARAH BAYLOR

YOUR REFERRAL CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN A CHILD'S LIFE.

If you know of a child between the ages of 2½ to 18, who is facing a critical illness, refer 
them to Make-A-Wish today. Visit wish.org/greaterpawv/refer or call 800.676.9474. 11



Events Make it Happen
Fill the Forrester at
Subaru of Moon Township

The employees and customers of 
Subaru of Moon Township Filled 
the Forrester during the Share 
the Love campaign held during 
the 2020 holiday season.  As a 
Hometown Charity for Make-A-
Wish, toys were collected for local 
wish kids and additional funds 
were raised to help grant life-
changing wishes.

Pictured here are students from 
Punxsutawney Area High School Key Club 

holding their Kids For Wish Kids® certificate. 
During the month of December, the club 
raised money for wishes by selling Krispy 

Kreme donuts around their school. 

Punxsutawney Area High 
School Key Club

19th Annual Truck 
Convoy for Wishes

Once again, Sherri Keller 
organized the Annual 
Truck Convoy for Wishes in 
Gettysburg, PA—marking its 
19th event. Despite all the 
obstacles that 2020  presented, 
the weekend of events included 
the Jerry Gordon Memorial 
Golf tournament, Amy’s Wish/
Convoy Kickoff Motorcycle 
Ride and the Truck Convoy. 
Taking place September 18-20, 
2020, the three-day event 
brought in a whopping total 
of $110,000 for wishes. Top: 
Sherri Keller and wish kids 
present their donation from the 
event. Bottom: Trucks  lined up 
and ready to kick off the convoy 
ride.

Complete Chiropractic Health has steadily 
raised money for Make-A-Wish for more 

than four years, hosting annual fundraising 
events like patient appreciation days, the 
Summer Parking Lot Picnic and its  most 

popular event, Ladies Night. The staff also 
fundraises through their referral program – 
when a new patient is referred to Complete 

Chiropractic Health, their first co-pay is 
donated to Make-A-Wish.

 Complete Chiropractic Health 

Eddie Merlot's

In its second year of 
fundraising for Make-
A-Wish, Eddie Merlot's  
hosted Make-A-Wish 
Month as well as a 
Make-A-Wish Wine 
Dinner this past 
September.

Pictured here are 
Make-A-Wish Northern 
West Virginia regional 

coordinator, Vanessa Zweig, 
director of sales at Holiday 
Inn in Morgantown, Krissy 
Locklar and Make-A-Wish 

Northern West Virginia 
regional manager Jackie 

Auten on the morning of the 
Waffles & Wishes event. 

Waffles and Wishes
Northern West

Virginia



Good Orthodontics, with offices in Mt. Lebanon, Pleasant 
Hills, and Washington, PA, has been supporting Make-A-

Wish since 1995 – donating more than $33,000.

Good Orthodontics 

Go Green with Make-A-Wish Presented by North Hills 
Toyota hosted its can collection campaign in honor of America 
Recycles Day on November 15, 2020. The can collection took 

place at multiple locations throughout the Pittsburgh area 
on November 14th. With the support of the community, the 

event collected more than 800 pounds of aluminum cans.

Go Green with Make-A-Wish®

2020 Event Recap
Although the pandemic made hosting in-person events very 

challenging, our Light Up A Child’s Life® campaign in the 
Punxsutawney area persevered.  Make-A-Wish Punxsutawney 

Regional Manager, Lacy Bair, received many donations and lots of 
support during the campaign, which stretched from 

December 4th through the 18th. 
Check out a few of these fantastic donors from the event.

St. Marys | DuBois | Punxsutawney

Robin, Lori and Becki 
from the Polish Club 
in DuBois, PA,  gave 
their donation of 
$5,400 to help grant 
wishes.

Polish Club

Pictured here is our 
brand new Wishmaker®, 
Shawn Hoover from 
Super Sub and Six Pak 
with his donation.

Super Sub and 
Six Pak

George Murray from 
the Olympic Athletic 
Club presented his 
club’s donation of 
$11,300.

Olympic 
Athletic Club

Representatives of 
ACME Machine and 
Welding presented its 
donation of $13,672  
to Regional Manager, 
Lacy Bair ( left).

ACME Machine 
and Welding

Pictured here is Sunrise Estates Elementary School teacher, 
Danielle Gordon,  Make-A-Wish development coordinator, 
Jake Seavy and principal, Dr. Karen Coiner, presenting their 

students' donation. In December, the students hosted a 
Grinch week, selling Grinch notes for 50 cents and Cindy Lou 
Who notes for $1 to stick on classroom doors. In addition to 
that event, the students also hosted a drive-thru cookie sale, 

selling more than 260 orders. 

Sunrise Estates Elementary School



Question: What charity is called out on everyone's birthday?

Answer: Make-A-Wish®!
You can transform the life of a child on your special day by inviting your friends, family 
and colleagues to support Make-A-Wish on your birthday.
 
When you make your own wish before blowing out your candles, you'll know that you've 
made a difference for a child fighting a critical illness.

Set up a fundraising page through Facebook at

facebook.com/pg/MakeAWishGreaterPAWV/fundraisers

 OR our Make-A-Wish platform at
wish.org/greaterpawv/birthday

and let your friends and family show their love for you by donating to your 
Make-A-Wish birthday fundraiser.

Both options are easy to use. Simply choose what's best for you!

Make-A-Wish: The unofficial charity of everyone's birthday

If you would like to find out more on how to host a birthday fundraiser in 
honor of the amazing wish children we serve, please contact 

Shenell Pooran at spooran@greaterpawv.wish.org or at 412.471.9474.

How does it work?
A virtual walk is a real walk, but it's on your terms. Anytime between NOW and 
July 15, you choose how and when you walk (treadmill, park, trail or around the 
neighborhood). It's your choice. You also pick the time of when you start 
and stop.

1.	 Register - Sign up to walk with us on your own terms;
2.	 FUN-raise - Tell people why you are supporting Make-A-Wish and ask for their support.  

All registered walkers who raise or donate $15 will receive a T-shirt while supplies last;
3.	 Walk - And make more wishes come true;
4.	 Share -Take a photo of you walking for wishes and tag us.  

(Facebook: @MakeAWishGreaterPAWV, Twitter: @MakeAWishPAWV, Instagram: @makeawishpawv)

Walking for Make-A-Wish is easy with these 
four simple steps:

To register for this year's virtual walk, visit:
walkforahealthycommunity.org

Join us NOW until July 15th for the 
Walk With Make-A-Wish® - Highmark Virtual Walk. 





Thanks to Our Donors Walston Club
Wishes Do Come True Softball 
      Tournament
Chris, Mary, Meghan and 
       Taylor Wolf
WV Pool Construction
Claudia C. Zavodnick

$4,400 to $4,999
American Legion Home Assoc. 
      Post 624
Amy's Wish
Donald and Marjorie Antonace
Bruce Arnoldt Family
Big Burrito Restaurant Group
Brockway School District
James B. Chambers Memorial 
      Foundation
Chuck's Complete Auto 
      Service, Inc.
CJR Memorial Foundation
Kristen Clendaniel Clark
Day Spa DuBois
DMI Ductmate
The Dunlap Family and 
      CentiMark Corporation
Exchange Club of Hanover
First Federal Charitable 
      Foundation
Fitzsimmons Foundation
Fraternal Order of Eagles 
      Aerie #4454
Fraternal Order of Eagles 
      Brookville Aerie #983
Gallagher Pittsburgh
Gallagher WPA Women’s 
      Leadership Council
Margaret M. Good and 
       Thomas M. Von Lehman
Teddi and George Hackett
Harley-Davidson Foundation
Highmark Health Foundation
Jonathan M. Houy Memorial 
      Fund of The Pittsburgh 
      Foundation
IA Construction Corp.
J. R. Resources & Employees
Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. Killigrew
Chuck Leyh
Dr. Jesamyn and Bruce Marshall
The Mascaro Family Foundation
William B. McLaughlin Charitable 
      Trust
Mericle Foundation
Mr. Waterheater
Niagara Cutter
Nicholas County Community 
Foundation
The Lewis A. and Donna M. 
      Patterson Charitable 
      Foundation
Pennsylvania Skill
Pierce & Associates
Premier Wealth Partners
Roland's Seafood Grill,
      RSG, Inc., 
Paul Carrozzi
Randi and Nicholas Rumbaugh
Saint Francis University

$100,000 or more
Estate of Vincent Bavol
Sheetz Family Charities, a charitable 
      program established by the 
      employees of Sheetz, Inc.
Pennsylvania Chemicals Charity 
      Golf Outing/Shell Chemical 
      Appalachia, LLC
Truck Convoy for Wishes, Gettysburg

$75,000 to 99,999
McKamish and Employees
Scaife Family Foundation

$50,000 to $74,999
Coldwell Banker Real Estate Services
Luttner Financial Group, LLC
Make-A-Wish® Board of Directors
Wheels for Wishes

$25,000 to $49,999
Bedford County Convoy of 
      Diesel Dreams
Brandon Denochick Memorial Race
Families for Wishes
Glenn and Ruth Mengle Foundation
Moyer's Grove Campground and 
      Country RV
NCAA Division II Schools
Weirton Gala

$10,000 to $24,999
Acme Machine & Welding Co. & Emps.
Donald J. Bennett Run 4 A Wish
Brighton Music Center
Busy Beaver Building Centers, Inc.
Cans for Wishes
Christianpalooza
Complete Chiropractic Health
Golf for a Cure
John R. Hornbrook, Jr., Perpetual 
      Charitable Trust
Edward Jones Region 156

Franklin County Truck Convoy
The Guardian Life Insurance 
      Company of America
Komax Business Systems
Rebecca and Jeremy Kronman
David McKamish
Olympic Athletic Club
PA State Police Make-A-Wish® Golf 
      Tournament, Hanover
Pickin' for Wishes
Employees of Pitt Ohio
Pittsburgh Investment Professionals
Plastek Industries, Inc.
PNC Treasury Management
The Rutter's Companies
Shelburne Charitable Foundation
Snap-on Corporation
Associates of Standard Bank
LeAnn Starner Annual Make-A-Wish® 
      Fundraiser
T & T Produce
TC Open Charitable Foundation
TCC Gives, Inc.
Sean Philipp Thornton Memorial 
      Foundation
Tournament of Dreamz Softball 
      Tournament
Wal-Mart Foundation
Weakland Wreckers, LLC
The Robert and Mary Weisbrod 
      Foundation
Zombeck Family Holiday Lights

$5,000 to $9,999
#1 Cochran
All-Clad Metalcrafters
Beatty Family Charitable Fund
Josh Becker
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Berkshire Hathaway Home Service 
The Preferred Realty, Northwood 
      Charitable Foundation
Connor Bobik Memorial
Sean Campbell, MD
Cheers for Wishes
Compass Realty Group

Danny Darr Memorial Softball 
      Tournament
William and Debbie Demchak 
      Foundation
Disney Wishes Come True
DuBois Area Elementary Schools 
Eddie Merlot's
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Fehrs
Forta Corporation
Fraternal Order of Eagles #540
Gettysburg College – Chi Omega
John Marshall Grady, DMD & 
      Associates
Great Arrow Builders, LLC
The Growth Group
Jeanne G. Hamilton & Lawson W. 
      Hamilton, Jr., Family Foundation
Leon A. Hoffman
Honkus-Zollinger Foundation
Linda Hopkins and Mike Hopkins 
      Memorial Chicken Fry
Keck's Food Service Charity 
      Classic 
In Memory of Donald   
      Kilpela, MD
Jamie and Neil Laslo
Lycoming Engines
MBM Contracting, Inc.
Hazel Ruby McQuain Charitable 
       Trust
Duhn Mehta
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Natali
The O'Donnell Family
Penn Trafford School District
Dr.  Joyce Perih Orthodontics 
      and Family
Perk Family, LLC
Dr. & Mrs. Arthur William Phillips 
      Charitable Trust
Phillips Family Foundation
PNC Foundation
PNC Treasury Management
Polish Citizens Club of DuBois
Pool & Spa Outlet
Quarantine Kitchen - Morcilla Salty 
      Pork Bits
RBC Wealth Management
E. Todd Rebich
Renaissance Centre Ltd.
The Site Family
SleepSafe Beds, LLC
Dr. and Mrs. Ryan Smith
SMS Group
G. Whitney Snyder Charitable 
      Foundation
William H. South, Jr.
South Hills Lincoln, Inc.
The Spirit Building
Standard Charitable Foundation
Estate of Delores Stegman
Employees of Thermo-Twin 
      Industries, Inc.
Physicians of Tri-State 
      Orthopaedics & Sports 
      Medicine, Inc.
University of Pittsburgh – 
      Chi Omega
Upper St. Clair High School – 
      Birdies For Wishes
Waffles and Wishes, Erie

The next newsletter will be sent in Fall 2021, but the donor list on 
our website – wish.org/greaterpawv – is always up-to-date. In the 
meantime, don’t forget to send us your email address for news and 
events. We will keep your address private.

The following lists cash and in-kind donations, totaling $4,400 and 
above for the months of September through December 2020. We 
extend our deepest appreciation to all of you. Should you discover an 
error or omission, please call us at 412.471.9474.

Whenever you donate online, please be sure to go through 
wish.org/greaterpawv. If you do, we will receive 100% of your 
donation – less a nominal administration fee. 



Sandy Hose Company No. 1
R.P. Simmons Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Simon
Cheryl Snyder
Super Sub & Six Pack
Thorn Hill Tap House, Wexford, PA
Trans 58
TY the Quarter Guy
The Advisors of UBS Financial
      Services, Inc.
Westinghouse Specialty Metals Plant 
Blairsville Emergency Brigade

In Memoriam
Paige Beatty
Donald J. Bennett
Connor Bobik
Robert W. Cass
James B. Chambers
Lisa B. Chinsky
Elizabeth Clark
Christian Connolly
Dan Darr
Aaron M. Davies
Brandon J. Denochick
Wayne H. Ebling
Joseph A. Fedyshyn
Michael Garaventa
David Goodman
Clark K. Hamm
Linda Hopkins
Mike Hopkins
Susan P. Hurley
Rich Jensen
Ronald W. Keck
Donald Kilpela, MD
Jeffrey Landis, Jr.
Brett J. Malvin
Amy Miller
Martha B. Montesano
Katarina R. Nissel
Ellen K. Palmer
Alberta Petruzzi
Charles “Chuck” Pocci
Jackson M. Runkle
Tom Sajko
Michael D. Sapone
Chad Scanlon
Barry Shultz
Howard Snider
Simone Stefanelli
Raymond Steffanina
Jax E. Stone
Sean P. Thornton
Jeanne Tobin
Matthew Wzorek

In Honor
The Abebe Family
Conor J. Amendola
Laura and Anthony Benintend
Tony Benintend
Anna Dunlap
Edward B. Dunlap
Mark I. French
Robin M. Golsby
Business Associates of Good 
      Orthodontics
Benny Gordon
Ann Hohn

Tylor Hummel
The Jairath Family
Kevin, Abby, Georgia and 
       Olivia Kendall
Kara and Pat Manion
Liam C. McCall
Brooke McMaster
The Meniru Family
Zhane Miller
The Moorthy Family
Eric Mozzetti
Joanne and Joy Pasquinelli
S. Powers
Isabel and Joe Prischak
Brock D.  Roy
Judi Stone
Coltan J. Tiburzi
Clients and Referring Physicians 
      of Tri-State Orthopaedics & 
       Sports Medicine, Inc.
Alexander Vasilakis
Maren T. Wingard
Be, Lisa and Hudson Wyky
John Wyke
Kate and Mason Wyke
Tenants of YPM

Proceeds from the sale of 
your car, boat, motorcycle, 
SUV, RV or truck donation 

will help to bring joy 
to children with 
critical illnesses.

Call  855.675.9474 
or visit 

pittsburgh.wheelsforwishes.org

You might be grounded 
this year, but your 

Air Miles 
don't have to be. 

Visit:
wish.org/greaterpawv/ 

airline-miles

 Whether you give 500 
or 50,000 miles, these 
wishes will take flight 

because of you.  
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Headquarters
Make-A-Wish
The Gulf Tower
707 Grant Street, Suite 3700
Pittsburgh, PA 15219-1938
412.471.9474
412.471.9705 fax

Regional Offices
Charleston, WV
304.342.9474
304.345.6568 (fax) 

Erie, PA
814.868.9474
814.866.0490 (fax)

Morgantown, WV
304.292.5600
304.292.5697 (fax)

Pottsville, PA
570.622.6962
570.622.3644 (fax)

Punxsutawney, PA
814.938.8888
814.938.3431 (fax)

Scranton, PA
570.341.9474
570. 341.9448 (fax)

York, PA
717.757.9474
717.840.0222 (fax)

Make-A-Wish® Greater Pennsylvania and West Virginia
The Gulf Tower
707 Grant Street, Suite 3700
Pittsburgh, PA 15219-1938
412.471.9474

Address Service Requested

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage
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Our Mission

Make-A-Wish® Greater Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia creates life-changing wishes for children 

with critical illnesses. We are proud to have served 
nearly 20,000 children in 57 Pennsylvania counties 

and West Virginia in our 38-year history.

Connect with Us
wish.org/greaterpawv email@greaterpawv.wish.org

Board of Directors
Chair
Jeremy Z. Kronman

Vice-Chair
Tracey T. Staley

Secretary
Anna L. Silberman, MPH

Treasurer
Leon A. Hoffman

Members
Melissa M. Anderson, CPA
David R. Berk, Esq.
Susan Mosites Bicket
N. David Campbell
Sean Campbell, MD
Donald Jacobson
Victoria McKenney, Esq.
Lynn Miller
Luca Rossetto
Greg Sbrocco
Jean Marie Tersak, MD
Jeff Troutman

President and CEO
Judith Stone

Emeritus Board
Judge Alan N. Bloch
Anthony Bucci
Mark F. McKenna, Esq.

Have you seen our website?
 We've upgraded!

The new Make-A-Wish® Greater Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia website was built with you - our community - in 

mind. Now you can more easily refer a child, discover new 
ways to get involved and experience the impact of a wish 

in a whole new way. 


