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Dear Friends,

At Make-A-Wish Nebraska, we know that the anticipation of a wish-come-true can 
be a powerful motivator for wish kids and can help them face and overcome the 
challenges they encounter every day. 

Currently, Make-A-Wish Nebraska faces a record number of wishes waiting to be 
granted as a result of the need to postpone all travel wishes due to COVID-19. 
Locally, 20 wishes were immediately impacted by these delays with additional 
wishes being impacted every day. We predict at least 10 to 15 more wishes could 
be postponed each month as restrictions continue.

Despite this obstacle, we remain focused on upholding our mission of granting the 
wish of every eligible child. However, we cannot do it alone. There is no denying 
that we are in the midst of one of the most challenging times in Make-A-Wish 
history. The time is now for the public to rally in support of wishes because every 
child deserves a childhood.

Your support means everything to us, and together, we will ensure that 
no child has to wait even one unnecessary day to have their wish 
come true. 

Brigette Young
President/CEO 

Together, we create life-changing wishes  
 for children with critical illnesses.
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2 0 2 0  F I S C A L  Y E A R
2020 Fiscal Year Wishes Since September 1

Wyatt, 14. Roca brain tumor I wish to go on a Hawaiian cruise

Robert, 6, Omaha genetic disorder I wish to go to Walt Disney World®

Caitlin, 4, Gretna leukemia I wish to go to Walt Disney World®

Fenton, 12, Hastings cancer I wish to go to Hawaii

Emily, 3, Crete leukemia I wish to go to Walt Disney World®

Seth, 11, Omaha genetic disorder I wish to go to Walt Disney World®

Jakob, 15, Omaha leukemia I wish to go to New York City

Sabrina, 4, Lincoln leukemia I wish to go to Walt Disney World®

Kailey, 5,  Plattsmouth brain tumor  I wish to go to Walt Disney World®

Wyatt, 7, Omaha genetic disorder I wish to go to Cocoa beach  
  to see the ocean

Jackson, 11, Seward cancer I wish to go to Walt Disney World®

Joslyn, 7, Firth nervous system I wish to go to Walt Disney World® 
 disorder

Kaiden, 14, Bellevue rare disease I wish to go to Walt Disney World®

Alyzabeth, 7, Papillion nervous system I wish to go to Walt Disney World® 
 disorder

Zachary, 18, Plattsmouth lymphoma I wish to go to Walt Disney World®

Sofia, 17, Gering brain tumor  I wish to go to Costa Rica

Jared, 19, Alda nervous system I wish to go to Walt Disney World® 
 disorder

Leevi, 7, Omaha congenital heart I wish to go to Hawaii 
 and lung disease

Emily, 7, Madrid leukemia I wish to go to New York City

Keagan, 8, Norfolk lung transplant I wish to go to Walt Disney World®

Phoebe, 6, Norfolk genetic disorder I wish to go to Walt Disney World®

Alexus, 18, Omaha cancer I wish to go to Walt Disney World®

Carter, 15, Auburn neuromuscular I wish to go on a Disney Cruise Line® 
 disorder

Cade, 5, Scottsbluff liver cancer I wish to go to Walt Disney World®

River, 12, Lincoln leukemia I wish to go to Hawaii 

Nyeilah, 19, Omaha nervous system I wish to have a shopping spree 
 disorder

Autumn, 5, O’Neill nervous system I wish to have an outdoor swing and shade 
 disorder

Deighten, 17, Macy neuromuscular I wish to hav a shopping spree 
 disorder

Carter, 13, Gothenberg brain damage I wish to go on a Disney Cruise Line®

Martin, 17, Omaha leukemia I wish to have my truck refurbished 

Ricardo, 10, S. Sioux City nervous system I wish to go to Walt Disney World® 
 disorder

Kyleah, 5, Omaha cancer I wish to go to Walt Disney World®

Eily, 6, Omaha congenital heart I wish to go to Walt Disney World® 
 disease

Rex, 4, Norfolk rare disease I wish to go to Walt Disney World®

Ariannah, 7, Ord rare disease I wish to have a Barbie® Dream Camper

Sydney, 3, Ceresco neuromuscular I wish to have a hot tub 
 disorder

Did You Know? There are over 140 kids in Nebraska waiting for their wish to be granted?
Find out how you can help at nebraska.wish.org 

Together, we create life-changing wishes for children with critical illnesses. 

I wish to go to Hawaii
Fenton, 12 | Hastings
tumor

I wish to go to 
Walt Disney 
World®

Zyanna, 7 | Omaha
gastrointestinal 
disease

I wish to go to 
Walt Disney 
World®

Caitlin, 4 | Gretna
leukemia



When his cancer treatments were 
over, he used his sword to open a 
pinata shaped like a cancer cell. He 
truly was a cancer-slayer! 

When his wish granters asked what 
his wish should be, it was a simple 
decision. He wished to go to Disney 

World® and sword 
fight with Captain 
Hook and Frederick 
would be victorious. 
Disney World® was 
more than happy to 
comply, as they never 
had a Captain Hook 
wish before.

On the day of the 
fight, Frederick and 
his parents showed 
up to a private room. 

To their surprise, they were met by 
Peter Pan, not the Captain. Hiding 
their disappointment and fear that 
they arrived too late due to traffic 
and missed Captain Hook, they 
chatted with Peter, only to learn 
he was there to train Frederick for 

his impending duel. Once 
the training was complete, 
Captain Hook showed up 
and Frederick fought him 
in a brilliant battle. It was a 
day Frederick and his parents will 
never forget. Of course, his biggest 
triumph wasn’t winning his battle 
with Captain Hook, it was defeating 
cancer. In a way, defeating the 
Captain was a personification of 
beating cancer. 

This was a special trip for Frederick’s 
family. It was their first family 
vacation, their first plane ride, 
their first time at a Disney® Resort. 
Frederick’s Mom said after a year and 
a half of brutality, they got a break. 
They got away from the stress of 
the illness and treatments. They got 
to leave a difficult place and go to 
a completely different world where 
they could watch Frederick be a kid 
… a cancer-slaying pirate of a kid. 

Frederick is a hugger. His Mom says 
he has a loving heart and a sixth 
sense for when people need hugs. 
He is also a fighter. A crusader. A 
real-life sword-carrying, cancer-
slaying pirate with a cape. 

Let’s go back to the beginning. When 
Frederick was two, 
he was diagnosed 
with Stage 
Three, High Risk 
Neuroblastoma. 
He spent the next 
thirteen and a half 
months getting 
treatment and 
fighting cancer. 
Somewhere in 
there, he started 
watching a lot of 
Disney® movies. One of his favorites 
was Peter Pan. He loved the sword 
fighting and he loved that Peter Pan 
defeated Captain Hook. He loved it 
so much that he started carrying a 
sword around and wearing a cape. 
For Halloween that year, he decided 
to be a Cancer-Slaying Pirate.

His biggest triumph wasn’t 
winning his battle with 
Captain Hook, it was 
defeating cancer. In a way, 
defeating the Captain 
was a personification of 
beating cancer. 

I wish to go to 
Walt Disney World®  
to fight Captain Hook
Frederick, 4  |  Broken Bow
cancer

Frederick’s Wish Story



Nyeilah’s Story
off to a bank where she received her 
spending money. Riding in a limo was 
magical and the people at the bank 
were so excited to help set the mood 
for the day. They brought in treats 
and presents to make sure Nyeilah’s 
day started just right.

It was all uphill from there. She 
bought clothes – trendy clothes, 
stylish clothes, the clothes an 
19-year-old would want to be seen 
in. She bought shoes, and purses. 
She got an iPad and a new phone. 
She ate lunch in a nice restaurant 
where there were no boundaries – 
she got the exact appetizer, meal, 
drink and dessert she wanted. It was 
the perfect day spent with her mom 
and sister.

Sometimes the most important parts 
of a wish are the parts you cannot 
see. While you could see the new 
clothes and watch, the excited smile 
when she surveyed her purchases; 
the best part of the wish may have 
been the change in her outlook. 
The confidence it gave her to be 
able to pick all her own clothes, 

to simply buy anything she 
wanted without question was 
amazing. By the end of the wish 
she was talking about 
how the new clothes 
were perfect for the 
new life she was 
starting soon when 
she started her 
college classes.

Wishes really 
can transform 
lives. Just ask 
Nyeilah.

When Nyeilah was much younger, 
she went into cardiac arrest, which 
led to a traumatic brain injury. Since 
then, she has been in a wheelchair 
much of her life and even needed a 
tracheotomy until very recently. 

The wheelchair, her illness and her 
reliance on others has been a big 
part of her life, but not on her wish 
day. For Nyeilah’s wish, she decided 
she wanted to have a shopping 
spree. On her wish day, she was in 
charge, in control and in command. 
She rode in a limousine, she picked 
every store and purchase, she was 
catered to and pampered. Instead of 
wishing things were different in her 

life, the day 
was exactly 
what she 
wanted.

Nyeilah, her 
mother and 
older sister 
were picked up 
by a limousine 
and whisked 

I wish to have  
a shopping spree
Nyeilah, 19  |  Omaha
nervous system disorder

I wish to go to 
Walt Disney World®

Fatima, 11 | South Sioux City
neuromuscular disease

I wish to go to 
Walt Disney World®

Joslyn, 7 | Firth
genetic disorder

I wish to have
my truck 
refurbished
Martin, 17 | Omaha
leukemia

I wish to have a  
Barbie Dream  
Camper 
Ariannah, 7 | Ord
rare disease



Jurnee, 3, Omaha
brain disorder
I wish to have a special day 
with my family 
(passed away before wish)

Maci, 4, Omaha
genetic disorder
I wish to have a 
play structure
(Wish Year 2019)

Christian, 12, Lincoln
cancer
I wish to go to 
Walt Disney World® 
(Wish Year 2019)

Renae, 15, Fremont
leukemia
I wish to go to 
Walt Disney World® 
(Wish Year 2009)

Ryleigh, 8, Omaha
circulatory system disorder 
I wish to have a  
goldendoodle service dog
(Wish Year 2015)

Jailyn, 13, Bellevue
circulatory system disorder 
I wish to meet James Charles
(passed away before wish)

This newsletter is dedicated to the memory of our wish kids who have passed away since our last publication

When you are four years old 
and sick, your imagination 
can take you far away to 

special places where you don’t have 
to worry about treatments and 
doctor visits. You might be a personal 
friend to a princess, a magical tiger 
or even a hero tasked with saving 
the world. And, sometimes a wish 
trip can make the things you only 
dreamed of come true. That was 
exactly the case for wish kid Sabrina 
when she visited Disney World®. 

Sometimes the most 
important person – the 
one you want to meet 
the most —is a princess. 
When Sabrina attended 
the live show, Under 

the Sea, she saw her friend, Ariel. She 
began waving and shouting, “Hi, Ariel! 
It’s me, Sabrina!” Hoping Ariel would 
recognize her immediately. After all, 
that’s how it is with true friends. 

Because wishes are tailored to the wish 
child’s true desires, the trip did not stop 
with a single princess encounter. In 
addition to Ariel, Sabrina had exciting 
conversations with Anna, Elsa, Snow 
White and Jasmine. She even got two 
lipstick-imprint kisses on her forehead 
from Ariel and Jasmine. 

But, remember, in her imagination, 
Sabrina is also a tiger. So, when she had 
the chance to sit down with a Disney® 
face painter, she already knew what 
she wanted to be— “a pink and orange 
tiger with gems and blue fangs.” The 
artist created the exact tiger that was 
living in Sabrina’s imagination, even 
adding some magical pixie dust. Sabrina 
looked in a mirror, smiled, cocked her 
head and roared. It was a complete 
transformation. 

In a final dream come 
true, Sabrina got to build 
lightsabers with her Dad 
at the Galaxy’s Edge. There 

were tears in her Dad’s 
eyes as they lifted their 
sabers together and 

were charged with saving the 
universe. 

It might have been a pretend 
world, but it was a very real 
and special trip for Sabrina, her 
parents and her grandmother. Her 
Mom summed it up best, “Beautiful 
memories were made and the quality 
family time we had was priceless.”

David, 18, Omaha
cancer
I wish to meet the cast 
of Super Natural 
(Wish Year 2019)

Wyatt, 4, Kearney
cancer
I wish to go to 
Walt Disney World® 
(Wish Year 2019)

Sabrina’s Story

I wish to go to 
Walt Disney World® 
Sabrina, 4  |  Lincoln
leukemia

Nicholas, 20, Wolbach
nervous system disorder
I wish to have a hot tub
(Wish Year 2013)

Listed are wish kids we have been made aware of, we apologize for any unintentional omissions.



Eight-year-old Rainan is Make-A-Wish Nebraska’s 
youngest major donor. Over 3 years ago, Rainan decided 
to host a Pepsi Stand. Inspired by YouTube videos of 
John Cena, who has granted countless wishes, Rainan 
initially wanted to offer Pepsi at his stand for free, but his 
parents explained to him the importance of donating to 
charity. One of Rainan’s best friends, 
Ollie, had received a wish from 
Make-A-Wish Nebraska several years 
ago. Due to this connection, Rainan 
decided he wanted to help Make-A-
Wish, and to date, Rainan has raised 
over $10,000 to help grant wishes!

Rainan’s Pepsi Stand sells goods 
provided by Pepsi Cola of Lincoln, Norland Pure Water, 
and Baker’s Candies. These companies have generously 
donated supplies for Rainan’s stand, just like Rainan 
generously donates his time and all the money raised. 

Along with the opportunity to buy drinks or candy at 
Rainan’s stand, customers also come to see Rainan’s pet 
bird, Blue. Blue sits in a cage that hangs from a hook on 
the Pepsi Stand, and is Rainan’s best friend.

When Rainan is not running his Pepsi Stand, this 3rd 
grader loves to play with Legos and chemistry sets. He 

also loves fishing, camping, cooking/baking, and playing 
with friends. He is also going to learn how to play both 
the guitar and piano soon.

In the future, Rainan wants to build birdhouses, along 
with becoming a YouTuber, to raise even more awareness 
and money for Make-A-Wish. Rainan’s ultimate goal is to 
help cure every childhood disease. 

D O N O R  S P O T L I G H T

QUENCHING THIRST
TO GRANT WISHES

(Above) Rainan and his pet bird Blue 
run their Pepsi Stand to raise money for 
Make-A-Wish Nebraska. 

(Left) Rainan presents Make-A-Wish 
Nebraska  with checks on two separate 
occasions. 

MESSAGES OF HOPE
On March 20th, Make-A-Wish launched the “Messages of Hope” campaign to give 
supporters and the general public alike a fun, easy way to help children with critical 
illnesses without having to leave the house. Through “Messages of Hope,” 
Make-A-Wish invites the public to spread hope and anticipation by writing, 
recording or photographing themselves delivering messages of encouragement for 
wish kids waiting for wishes. 

We hope this campaign will help build support for the wishes currently on hold due to COVID-19. More than ever 
before, wishes need the support of individual and corporate donors to grant the wish of every eligible child. 

The announcement of “Messages of Hope” came exactly 40 days prior to April 29, 2020, known as World Wish Day. 
On World Wish Day, Make-A-Wish will mark the 40th anniversary of the wish that inspired the founding of the 
organization with noteworthy surprises and announcements. Until then, Make-A-Wish hopes these messages will 
give wish kids and their families hope today so that they can look forward to tomorrow.

Please join us in helping spread hope by creating a message of encouragement. Just post the message to any social 
media channel along with the tag, @makeawishnebraska and the hashtag, #WishesAreWaiting. Two or more friends 
should also be tagged and challenged because the more messages shared, the greater the impact on wish kids and 
their families.



Visit nebraska.wish.org 
to learn more

Headquarters
11836 Arbor Street
Omaha, NE 68144

Lincoln satellite office
8033 South 15th Street, Suite B

Lincoln, NE 68512

Kearney satellite office
412 East 25th Street, Suite D 

Kearney, NE 68847

To refer a child: 
Visit nebraska.wish.org
Call 800-760-WISH (9474)

/MakeAWishNebraska

@MakeAWishNE

@makeawishnebraska

If you know someone who would like to receive 
our mailings, or if you wish to be removed from 
our mailing list, please contact our office by email 
info@nebraska.wish.org or call 800-760-9474. 

Together, we create life-changing wishes  
  for children with critical illnesses.

Truck Center Companies
Annual Golf Tournament

TBD  |  Omaha

Crawl for Cancer
June 6, 2020  |  Omaha

Blue Jean Ball 
August 8, 2020  |  Omaha

Evening of Wishes Gala
August 20, 2020  |  Kearney

Wine, Whiskey and Wishes 
September 10, 2020  |  Lincoln 

Wine, Whiskey and Wishes 
October 15, 2020  |  Omaha

Events

MISSION : POSSIBL E
[ BLUE JEAN BALL ]

NEW DATE:
08.08.2020       
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