
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fundraising ideas to get you started. Community service requirements? Note the volunteer hours for each 

idea. 

 

Volunteer Hours: 1-5 
 
Wishing Well 
Build it out of cardboard, coffee cans or a new 
metal trash can, and get permission to place it in 
a central spot on campus to collect spare change. 
 
Star Wall 
Choose a place somewhere on campus or even 
in a parent’s workplace (with permission), and 
have people make a donation to add their name 
to the wall. Have a competition against different 
grade levels to so see who can fill the wall with 
the most stars. 
 
Pizza for Lunch Sale 
School food can be boring after a while so, grab 
some pizzas and resell them by the slice to 
students who are anxious for a lunch alternative. 
 

Volunteer Hours: 5-10 
 
Letter Writing Campaign 
Send letters or emails to family and friends 
letting them know about your project and ask for 

support. You can also collect donations on a 
fundraising web page!  

 
Help the Environment 
Volunteer your time collecting recyclables from 
the community, then turn them in at a recycling 
center and donate the proceeds.  
 

Volunteer Hours: 10+ 
 
Finals Survival Kits 
Put together everything students need to study 
including pencils, erasers, stress balls and snacks! 
Make them available for parents to buy for their 
students too. 
 
Pie-in-the-Face Stand 
Teachers and faculty volunteer to participate and 
then students pay with a donation for each pie 
tin filled with whipped cream. 
  

 
 
 

PROJECT IDEAS: 

High School 

I wish to go to 
the Olympics 
 
Tyler, 17 
congenital heart condition 



 

Large Group Projects 
 
The following ideas are great options for a 
community service club or youth group to do 
together with support from the community! 
 
Host a Show 
Partner with existing clubs to host a show and 
sell tickets. Talk to music clubs on campus about 
a talent show, fashion club about a Prom fashion 
show, or dance club about putting together a 
flash mob or dance marathon!  

 
Have a Pancake Breakfast/Car Wash 
Host the event at a local diner. While attendees 
eat, have volunteers outside washing their cars! 

 
Sports Tournament 
Host a parent/faculty basketball game or a 
Powder Puff football game! Charge each team a 
fee to enter and spectators an admittance fee.  

 
Walk-a-Thon 
Participants ask friends and family to sponsor 
them by pledging to make a small donation for 
every lap they complete. Walkers keep track of 
their laps, and then sponsors can donate 
accordingly.  50 walkers x 10 sponsors each x $1 
per lap x 15 laps per walker = $7,500! 
 
For more information or to get started, contact: 

Ashley White 
Gift Officer – Community Programs 
Make-A-Wish Illinois 
312.602.9419 direct | 800.978.9474 main 
awhite@illinois.wish.org 
illinois.wish.org | @wishillinois 
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