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I wish to be a pop star
Kaylin, 8gastrointestinal disorder



Komron Tarkeshian - Chairman

Whit Batchelor - Vice Chairman

Harriet Lehman - Secretary

Lourdes Ahn - Treasurer

Jesse Chang - Director

Corey Donaldson - Director

Trent Edwards - Director

Carie Jernquist- Ferry - Director

Kevin Fink - Director

Ken Herold - Director

Jason Lantgen - Director

Kimberley Layton - Director

Joone Lopez - Director

RJ Mayer - Director

Joffre Olaya, M.D. - Director

John A. Rosenbaum - Director

Greg Scott - Director

Shari Simmons - Director

Joel Sprague - Director

Mark Taylor - Director

Kris Theiler - Director

Kimberly Worsnop - Director

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AS OF DECEMBER 2019

LETTER FROM THE CEO AND BOARD CHAIR 

At Make-A-Wish Orange County and the Inland Empire, we know the impact of the  

life-changing gift of a wish. We hear from our wish children and their families how a granted 

wish brings hope, strength and inspiration. Wishes transform lives. 

As we look back at this past year, our chapter reached many milestones. 

We granted 360 wishes for children battling critical illnesses – the largest number ever 

granted by our chapter. Additionally, we facilitated 628 wish assists for those coming into 

our territory from around the globe.

Our volunteer base grew to more than 700 – a record for our organization. Additionally, 

we increased our number of Spanish-speaking wish granters from 27 to 95 (that’s a 252 

percent increase)!

We are forever grateful to all who have helped us create these life-changing wish 

experiences for wish children and their families. To our generous donors, corporate partners 

and sponsors, we thank you for your continued support.  

As we look toward the future, our vision remains the same – grant the wish of every 

medically eligible child living in our community. 

Granting Wishes Together.

Gloria Jetter Crockett
President and CEO

Make-A-Wish Orange County 
and the Inland Empire

Komron Tarkeshian
Chairman of the Board of Directors

Make-A-Wish Orange County 
and the Inland Empire



We know that a wish experience provides hope, strength and inspiration for 

children battling critical illnesses. 

In fiscal year 2019, Make-A-Wish Orange County and the Inland Empire granted 

360 wishes for children living in Orange, Riverside and San Bernardino counties.  

Additionally, we assisted with granting the wishes of 628 children who came from  

all over the world to have their wishes granted in our region.

Wishes

Aulani®, a Disney Resort & Spa
Grace, 12
genetic disorder

I wish to be a scientist
Juan, 11

Duchenne muscular dystrophy

I wish to go to Disneyland®

Alyssa, 4
acute lymphoblastic leukemia

I wish to be an airline mechanic
Randy, 5

heart condition



166

DISNEY

73

TRAVEL

29

SHOPPING

34

CELEBRITY

10

ELECTRONICS

48

OTHER

BY COUNTY

BY AGE

TOTAL WISHES GRANTED IN 2019

CARDIOLOGY    ENDOCRINOLOGY/METABOLICS    GASTROENTEROLOGY    GENETICS 

HEMATOLOGY    IMMUNOLOGY/INFECTIOUS DISEASE    NEPHROLOGY

NEUROLOGY    ONCOLOGY    PULMONOLOGY    RHEUMATOLOGY    TRANSPLANTS 

142

ORANGE

113

RIVERSIDE

95

SAN BERNARDINO

10

LOS ANGELES 
(Assisted Make-A-Wish LA)

76
2 ½ - 5 YEARS OLD

97
6-10 YEARS OLD

103
11-15 YEARS OLD

84
16+ YEARS OLD

360
Our Funds

Wish Break Out

Every year, Make-A-Wish® Orange County and the Inland Empire creates life-changing 

experiences for hundreds of incredible children thanks to generous contributions from 

individual donors, corporations and community organizations.

In fiscal year 2019, Make-A-Wish used 72.4 percent of all contributions to grant 

wishes. We invite you to review our financial statements and feel confident that your 

investment in Make-A-Wish is providing the hope, strength and joy you expect from us. 

FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES
TOTAL | $6,120,102

REVENUE RESOURCES 
TOTAL | $5,496,706 

72.4%

17.5%

10.2%

PROGRAM

FUNDRAISING

MANAGEMENT & 
GENERAL

84.2%

11.6%

PUBLIC 
SUPPORT

SPECIAL EVENTS

OTHER | 4.2%

GOLD 
GUIDESTAR RANKING 

#2 
MOST LOVED AND TRUSTED NONPROFIT

From a Study by Morning Consult



Our organization heavily relies on our volunteers to deliver our mission. Without the 

support, dedication and passion of these individuals, we would not be able to create 

life-changing wish experiences for children and their families. 

This year 785 volunteers supported our mission, 363 of them as wish granters. 

Encompassing Orange, Riverside and San Bernardino counties, these volunteers help 

grant a wish every 24.3 hours. 

When you add in the support of nearly 27 office volunteers and interns, complementing 

our paid staff throughout the year, our volunteers contributed more than10,200 hours 

in fiscal year 19, contributing more than $300k of donated time!

TOTAL WISH GRANTERS 363

785643 142

ALL VOLUNTEERS BY GENDER

Our People

I wish to go to Alaska
Josephine, 14
muscular dystrophy

144

ORANGE

110

RIVERSIDE

82 27

SAN BERNARDINO OUT OF TERRITORY

WISH GRANTERS BY COUNTY

I wish to meet the Colorado Rockies
Sam, 17
cystic fibrosis



SCHOOLS

Bonita Canyon Elementary School

Edison High School

Eta Upsilon Chapter of Alpha Phi - Chap-
man University

Fountain Valley High School

Lambda Theta Alpha Latin Sorority

Omega Chi Chapter of Phi Gamma Delta - 
Chapman University

Pi Kappa Alpha - UC Irvine

INDIVIDUALS

Amy Harrison

Anthony Ferry and Carie Jernquist-Ferry

Aric and Stacy Evatt

Avery Kiser

Bing and Deanna Crosby

Brian O'Neill

Bruce A. Greenwood

Carolyn Chapparo and Delbert T. Montoya

Charlene F. Savage

Charlie and Danielle Tiano

Chelsea Trinh

Cornelia Haag-Molkenteller

Daniel and Kathy Welden

David and Carolyn Todd

David and Joy Justus

David Soss

Derek and Diana Hoyt

Eric H. Hamann

Fernando Austin

Frank and Jennifer Nastanski

Frederick and Peggy Hanshaw

Gary and Paty Whitener

Gary Carmell

George Gary

Gordon Clemons

James D. Cooksey

Janine Lombardi

Jason and Lisa Lantgen

Jay McNutt

Jeff and Ashley Rose

Jeffrey D. Ishmael

Jim and Kay Burra

Joffre and Windy Olaya

John and Lauren Ott

John and Tatum Cain

John and Tracy Rosenbaum

Jon McClintock

Jose and Maria Romero

Justin and Robyn Purpero

Kami and Lisa Refa

Katherine Smith

Kent Russell

Kevin and Lauren McKee

Komron and Elisa Tarkeshian

Kris Theiler

Lou Lombardo

Lourdes Ahn and Lars Peterson

Marichelle Stoppenhagen

Mark and Cathie Cardelucci

Mark and Harriet Lehman

Mark and Melinda Murtaugh

Mark and Noreen Lerner

Mary Murfey

Matt VanZelst

Matthew D. Atherton

Melinda S. Smith

Michael and Jacqueline LaFever

Michael and Stephanie Vandaele

Michael Hickman

Michael M. Schreter

Michael Veracka

Nirav Gandhi

Rachel Barajas

Richard and Debbie Evans

Richard and Jennifer Lambright

Richard and Kathy Luciano

Richard and Tracie McCloskey

Richard Kraft

Robert and Ali Bartholomew

Robert and Becky Ford

Robert and Mary Finlay

CORPORATIONS

AAA Roofing by Gene, Inc.

Access

Action Gypsum supply West, L.P.

Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians

AIRLINX Aircraft Services. Inc.

Alexander's Mobility Services

Alliance Mutual Escrow, Inc.

Anaheim Ducks

Anaheim Regional Medical Center

Beauty 21 Cosmetics, Inc.

BMW of Riverside

C.H. Robinson

Cain Group, Pacific Sotheby's Int. Realty

Casco Contractors, Inc.

Chicago Title Company

Citicorp Trust South Dakota

CTR Partners, LLC

DCH Subaru of Riverside

Diagnostic Consulting Network, Inc.

Disneyland Distribution Center

Disneyland Resort - Public Affairs Dept

Dollar Tree Distribution, Inc.

E.M. Transportation, Inc.

Empower Retirement

Fidelity Brokerage Services, LLC

Flooring Sales, Inc

Grand Legacy At The Park / The FIFTH

Grayse, LLC

Hayes Martin Associates

Huntington Beach Auto Dealers Asso-
ciation, Inc.

Impact Assets

Invest West Financial Corp

Irvine Company

John Hancock Investments

Johnson & Johnson Matching Gifts Program

Jones Lang LaSalle Americas

Keller Williams - Huntington Beach

Kimberly-Clark Corporation

Ledcor Management Services Inc.

Legacy Logistics USA

Liberty Commercial Finance

Los Angeles Chargers

Manheim, Inc.

Network For Good

Neuintel, LLC dba Price Spider

Omega Events

Optima Tax Relief

Pacific Premier Bank - Irvine

Patrick M. McCarthy Foundation

Pieology - Headquarters

Red Hat

Roth Staffing Companies, L.P

San Diego Creative Investors Associa-
tion, Inc.

Service Champions Heating & Air Con-
ditioning

Small Business Growth Alliance

Square 1 Engineering, Inc.

Stearns Lending, LLC

Tax & Financial Group

The Whittier Trust Company

Vineyard Vines

W. Brown & Associates Insurance Ser-
vices Inc.

W. L. Butler Construction, Inc.

Wilson Investment Properties, Inc

WinPlus

EVENTS

Dollar Tree Distribution, Inc.

Keller Williams - Huntington Beach

Kiwanis Club of Uptown Riverside

National Charity League Rancho Irvine

Chicago Title Company

Richard McCloskey

Tax & Financial Group

W. L. Butler Construction, Inc.

I Survived Real Estate

LEGACY GIFTS

Dorothy M. Booth Charitable Trust

COMMUNITY GROUPS

Boeing - Employees Community Fund

Elks Lodge of Orange

Kiwanis Club of Uptown Riverside

Lobsterfest at Newport Beach

Morongo Band of Mission Indians

National Charity League Rancho Irvine

Roger and Elaine Wheeler

Russ and Stephanie McCormick

Sarah Hollo

Shari A. Simmons

Sheral Burke

Stephen E. McKee

Steve and Susan Wan-Ross

Susan Shahidi

Taryn Holt

Taryn Peters

Thomas and Catherine Ferris

Thomas and Ellen Hegwer Gibson

Todd and Denise Talbot

William and Dottie Feeney

William Podlich

IN-KIND DONORS

454 Creative

Adidas

Anaheim Broadcasting

Aulani®, a Disney Resort & Spa

Avis Car Rental

AVP Pro Beach Volleyball Tour

Breann C. Yakemonis

Chief's Luau

Classique Limousines

Cornelia Haag-Molkenteller

Crush Music

Cynthia Steinhauser

Disneyland Resort - Public Affairs Dept

Enterprise Holding

Eugenia Kim Inc.

Facility Services

Gary and Paty Whitener

Give Kids The World

Gorjana & Griffin LLC

Grand Hyatt - New York

Great Wolf Lodge

Hilton Garden Inn - Garden Grove

Homewood Suites

Image 2000

Janine Lombardi

Joffre and Windy Olaya

John Wayne Airport

Knott's Berry Farm/ Soak City USA

Komron and Elisa Tarkeshian

Kristie Yonemura

Kumo

Legoland California

Leis of Hawaii

Magic Coach Transportation

Make-A-Wish of America

Mark and Harriet Lehman

Mark Pomerantz

Marriott- Kauai

Medieval Times Dinner & Tournament

Michael R. Danzi

Michael R. Paselk

Mike Kirby

Moana Surfrider

Murf Electric Bikes

My Skin Services

Paradise Pier Hotel

PRP Wine International, Inc.

Sea Life Park

Sea World Adventure Park

Shari A. Simmons

Sheraton - Waikiki

The Royal Hawaiian

The Waterfront Beach Resort, A Hilton Hotel

Universal Studios Hollywood

William Harold & Sons

FOUNDATION TRUST

Bank of America Charitable Foundation

Beall Family Foundation

Champions Volunteer Foundation

Chisick Family Foundation

Confidence Foundation

Diane S. Marchetti Memorial Foundation

Dorothy M. Booth Charitable Trust

Eichenberg-Larson Charitable Foundation

Festival of Children Foundation Inc.

Gluck Bradley Foundation-Agency

Grace Helen Spearman Charitable 
Foundation

Hasso Philanthropic Foundation

Hasso Serrano Foundation

Joe MacPherson Foundation

Maggie and Earl Russell Charitable 
Foundation

Michael Sweig Foundation

OneOC

Orange County Community Foundation

Orange County United Way

RCS Family Foundation

Rita J. Marchetti Revolcable Living Trust

San Manuel Band of Mission Indians

Sharon D. Lund Foundation

Stanley W. Ekstrom Foundation

The Crean Foundation

The Walt Disney Company Foundation

Walmart Foundation

Wilmington Trust N.A.

Thank You For Supporting Our Mission

TO LEARN MORE VISIT | OCIE.WISH.ORG

Supporters who contributed $2,500 or more in FY19 (September 1, 2018 – August 31, 2019). 

3230 El Camino Real  |  Suite 100  |  Irvine, CA 92602

The design and printing of this 
annual report was provided in-kind.


